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For Portland State's
Millner, knowledge
can change society

By Nen Henpern

Over the years Darrell Millner discovered
greater revolutionary zeal and power to change
society from his professorial pulpit than he ever
did as an activist in California’s bubbling caul

dron of protest movements a few ago.

A large poster of Bobby Seale loomed over
his shoulder as the Portland State University
protessorchatted last week witha visiting former
student, about the young man’s plans for a
filmmaking carcer. Millner. who heads up
PSU’s Black Studies program. teaches Con
temporary  African-American cinema and

classes on state and national African/American
histories

Millner. 51, sull considers himself an
activist. After the student departed, he told The
Portland Observer, “There is nothing more
revolutionary than knowledge and knowledge
of the black experience can change society.”

That change would comne, he said, by mold
ing “individuals who have a vision of a possible

weapons to challenge and change the status

different society, with skills and (intellectual)  PSU black studies professor Darrell Millner chats with recent graduate Paul West.

" Profe change through '
gL e —— quo.”
He recalled student days when black studies,
¥ i Black Panther fever and anti-war senuments
. ™ were “on the front burner of social action.™
‘g “These issues were bubbling around us and it
e§ . ;i was impossible not to be touched by them,” he

said.

“We stayed up all nght once planning a Free
Huey Newton rally at a court house,” he said,
and black student union plans to close down the
California Polytechnic Institute Campus at

Pomona. “until we got a curriculum devoted to
the black expenence ™

With putted Atro hair, he “acted and looked
like a militant,” stopped by police five tunes in
one day while dniving to school. “They thought
I looked suspicious

“Those expeniences made me analyzc and |
confront the nature of the society Thived in, * he
said. Irwas aperiod of stress and challenge. that
he saw as an evolution from the Harlem Renais
sance Period of the 1920°s. visions of black
writers hke Langston Hughes, Jean Toomen,
Claude McKay and W.E.B. duBois wafted
through his mind

But it wound up being more a muxture ol

evolutionary processes with revolutionary ideas

of justice and freedom that guided the academic
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The Amistad 'revolt’

By Pror. NMoKiveey Buki he ihuman barba [ chattel sla
learly, the Anustad affair cannot vestern her | been caretull
properly be called a “mutiny ™. sing from mamst nd it
nly free-bornmen; rebelling aginst Aimstad R It happened 158 vea
shipboard tyranny - real or imagimed - can clanm nly now hastl been amovie produ
the role of “mutineers”. Who s decerved this enthrallin I man
Here we gave the ‘revolt of 33 Alnican sla rugele for i
taking r by any means necessary’ the shyy \nd Viond
that was transporting them to the worst hell-l %97). thet [ btthatthe Steven S
fall ‘New World” slavery. the North st ol him st n this week |
Cubam the vear 1839, How obscure has beenthi led. Black aul Barbara Chase-Ril
classic story of aherowe struggle by black men for fa S tht inh mer
freedom and human dignity- quite unhke th waimst Dreamwork h made the film. Sh
eventsendlessly recited fromithe noveland mowi I e [
Mutiny on the Bounty trom her novel, 1 1o vhiel
But then. as have clearly demonstrated and ubrmitted toth R
locumented in these pages the past lew weeks mment

il of th urageous revolts ol Alncans aganst It the name B '3$l"' Riboud: sound

A story told too late?
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