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He's been culled "B o x in g ’ s 
Barnum,”  “ F ighting ’ s F ilm -Flam  
Man" and "The Real Teflon Don." 
He’s taken on the FBI. IRS, PBS, 
ABC, mobsters, thugs, rival pro­
moters. the M uslim  comm unity, 
judges and juries —  and usually 
won. W ith  the e xce p tio n  o f 
Muhammad A l l .  he is arguably the 
most famous man in boxing today.

His name is Don King.
The former numbers runner and 

convicted felon, who served time 
in prison for manslaughter, rose 
from life  on the Cleveland streets 
to become the w orld 's  most suc­
cessful —  and v ilifie d  —  boxing 
promoter In his c lim b  up the lad­
der. King charmed, intimidated and 
outsmarted most everyone, all 
while wrapping h im self in the lib ­
erties and protections o f the red, 
white and blue, often while talking 
about black and white, and always 
counting the green.

V ing Rhames (“ Con A ir ,”  “ Pulp 
F iction” ) stars in the title  role in 
the HBO Pictures presentation o f a 
Thomas Carter Company produc­
tion. Don King: O nly in America, 
making its world premiere Satur­
day, Nov 15 at 8:00 p in. (F.T)

ENTERTAINMENT
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Ving Rhames playing the role as Don King

As one h a lf o l the p la tin u m  
vocal group Jodeci. bro thers K - 
C i and JoJo H a ile y , th rough  such 
Top 40 h its  s ing les as "C om e 
A nd T a lk  To M e .”  “ S tay .”  "F o r ­
ever M y L a d y .”  “ C ry  For Y o u " 
and "L a te ly ,"  s ing le  handedly put 
the soul back in 90s urban m u­
sic, w ith  Jodeci eas ily  becom ing 
one o f the decade’ s m ost in f lu ­
en tia l p o p /R & B  vocal groups in 
the process.

N ow  comes Love  A lw a y s , K- 
C i and JoJo's debut M C A  a lbum  
as a duo. The 10-song set, in ­
c lu d in g  "Y o u  B rin g  M e U p ,"  the 
a lb u m ’ s lu n ky  firs t s ing le , takes 
the fo rm id a b le  ta le n ts  o f  the 
H a iley  B ro thers to an e x c it in g  
new leve l, showcasing th e ira b ili-  
ties not o n ly  as tw o  o f  the most 
s o u lfu l voca lis ts  the h ip -h o p  era 
has ever produced, but as ca­
pable songw rite rs  and producers 
as w e ll.

T rue  to its t i t le .  Love A lw a y s  
exp lo res the coveted sub ject o f 
rom ance and re la tio n sh ip s  from  
p ra c tica lly  every angle: W hen the 
duo is n ’ t bearing its  c o lle c t iv e  
soul v ia  such ba llads as the p a in ­
fu l .  a u to b io g ra p h ic a l  “ L a s t 
N ig h t 's  L e tte r"  o r the yea rn ing  
"H ow  M any T im es”  -- a new song 
w ritte n  by p o p ’ s G ram m y A w a rd  
w in n in g  nudas man, BabyF'ace - 
-- w ith  equal passion the tw o  
pledge the ir a ffe c tio n s  d u ring  the 
tender m id -tem po  ba llad  "N o w  
And F o reve r,”  the solem n te s t i­
mony "Just F o r Y o u r L o v e ”  and 
a reading o f the L T D  c lass ic , 
"L o v e  B a lla d ,"  produced by ve t­
eran R & B  c ra ftsm a n  M tu m e , 
w h ich  K -C i e ffo rt le s s ly  makes 
Ins very own.

Says JoJo: " I ’ m not gonna say 
it w a sn 't k inda  scary at f irs t. 
Y o u 'v e  got M C A  lo o k in g  at you 
s a y in g ,' We know  you can do i t , "  
but we were asking ourselves that 
same question .

Then K -C i got the ba ll ro l l in g  
by w r it in g  'L a s t N ig h t ’ s L e tte r ' 
and that insp ired me. I know  what 
the people want m u s ic a lly , be­
cause I ’ m one o f the people . I 
started com ing  up w ith  m elod ies 
and we ju s t  sa id , L e t 's  D o 
T h is .’ "

A cco rd in g  to K -C i, in the s tu ­
d io  the record ing  process had that 
same sea t-o f-lhe -pan ts  energy. 
"There  was no p lan. M ost o f  the 
tim e , w e ’ d pul the track up and 
start s ing ing . JoJo has an e x c e l­
lent car fo r m e lody and my th in g  
is the funk , the sweat. Put that 
to g e th e r and y o u ’ ve go t (he 
H a iley  B ro thers sound ."

K-Ci & jojo

wesley snipes nastassja kinski kylemaclaclilan 
ming-na wen and robert downey jr..
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It was no surprise to those " in  the 
know" when Rick Braun, acclaimed 
con tem pora ry  ja zz  tru m p e te r, 
llugelhormst, composer and pro­
ducer. was named "A rtis t o f the Y ear" 
at smooth jazz/adult alternative ra­
dio by trade magazine Gavin. A fte r 
all. the talented Braun had delivered 
the # I smooth jazz album o f the year 
with Beat Street, a recording that 
commanded the top slot at that fo r­
mal lor a record breaking I A weeks 
Beat Street's reign at radio had far 
surpassed that o f anv other album in 
the history o f the adult alternative 
formal (including Kenny G 's duo 
Tones and Dave K oz’ s Lucky Man). 
And as the icing on the cake, the 
Pennsylvania-born trumpeter had 
also produced or played on numer­
ous other lop smooth jazz record­
ings. inc lud ing  label mate Je ff 
Golub's avenue Blue and Boney 
James' Seduction.

Rick Braun's amazing impact at 
radio began in 1994. when he success- 
lu lly challenged sazophone players' 
dominance ol smooth jazz radio w ith 
Ins Bluemoon album. Night Walk 
Night Walk catapulted to the top ol the 
charts, and helped Braun earn his first 
Gavin "A rtist o f the Year" nomina­
tion Ils success paved the way for a 
new breedol contemporary jazz trum- 
pet players who take a stylistic cue 
from such post-bop luminaries as Miles 
Davis and t ’liel Baker.

Beat Street, released in June. 1995, 
placed Braun at the head o f the pack 
once again w ith a collection o f tunes 
born ol what he calls "garage hand 
lams."This is defin ite ly a more spon­
taneous recording than anything I ' ve 
done before,”  he notes. "Instead ol 
sitting in a room by myself, compos­
ing the music before going into the 
studio, I just took my inspiration 
from a bunch o f guys getting to­
gether and playing, w ith no idea o f 
what we were going Income up w ith."

IÙvp-lP-89.1 FM
Homegrown JAZZ

Saturday 4-5 p.m.
Features the music of local musicians, 

interviews and live music 
from the studio.

In the coming weeks, host Mary Burlingame 
will be interviewing folks like...

Rebecca Kilgore, Glen Moore and 
Gary Hobbs.

MT. HOOD COMMUNITY COLLEGE * GRESHAM

Follow ing the success of his first nonfiction book. 

The Sea Hunters, Clive Cussler returns 

with his legendary fictional hero Dirk Pitt®, in 
i l o o d  I  id e . a masterfully crafted tale ot 

villainy on the high seas and the Mississippi River 

that can only enhance his status as the grand 

master of adventure fiction.
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