&5y -.,"“ ¥ e P P LT A N DR T - ; it N i Ly ol
PP e ® At O 4 CTR R 0 TN . " ard* 'f L ' Wi b S ot - . B b
T N e I e R e SRR 2 . ARG NS T AV PRA TSN L, g I TN e
.‘.I “!
SR :
AN PAGE A4 NOVEMBER 5, 1997 ¢ ThgE PorTi.AND OBSERVER
»
g A
LA

-~

e -l-'.al“.ll' R T e wi

EDITORIAL

Editorial articles do not necessari!y—
reflect or represent the views of
The HPortland Obhserver

Attention Readers!
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you a better paper and we can’t do it without your help. Tell us what you like

and what needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreci
ated. We take criticism well! Get your powerful pens out NOW and address

Charles Washington
Publisher & FEditor

Garv Ann Tavlor

Business Manager

lesha Williams
Graphic Design

I}

Che Jortland Observer

(USPS 959-680) Established in 1970

Mark Washington
Distsribution Manager

Larry ). Jackson, Si
Director of Operation

Mike Leighton
Copy Editor

Contributing Writers:
Protessor McKinley Burt.
L.ee Perlman,

Neil Heilpern

4747 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd.,
Portland, Oregon 97211
S03-288-0033 » Fax 503-288-0015
Email: Pdxobservi@aol.com

Deadline for all submitted materials:
Articles: Friday, 5:00 pm  Ady

Vonday. 12:00pm

POSTMASTER: Send Address Changes To: Portland Observer,
P.O. Box 3137, Portland, OR 97208.
criodicals postage paid at Portland, Oregon
Subscriptions. $30.00 per vear

I'he Portland Observer welcomes freelance submissions. Manu-
seripts and photographs should be clearly labeled and will be returned
itaccompanied by a selfaddressed envelope. All created design display
ads become the sole property ot the newspaper and cannot be used in
other publications or personal usage without the written consent of the
general manager. unless the client has purchased the composition of
such ad. © 1996 THE PORTLAND OBSERVER. ALL RIGHTS
RESERVED. REPRODUCTION IN WHOLE OR IN PART WITH
OUT PERMISSION IS PROHIBITED

[he Portland Observer--Oregon’s Oldest Multicultural Publica-
ton--1s a member ot the National Newspaper Association--Founded in

885, and The National Advertising Representative Amalgamated
Publishers, Inc. New York, NY. and The West Coast Black Publishers
Association = Serving Portland and Vancouver

Name
Address
Citv, State
Zip-Code

SUBSCRIBE TO @The Portland Ohseruer

Fhe Portland Observer can be sent directly to your home for only $30.00

per vear. Please fill out, enclose check or money order. and mail to
SUBSCRIPTIONS
Toe Porriann Opserver; PO Box 3137
PorTeAaNp, OrREGON 97208

Toank You For ReaninG Tue PorTiaND OBSERVER

Davis rises to

new challenge  Civil Rights Journal
Teaching Children Survival SKkills

Continued from Front
called. but we didn't get the
chance to implement it. The rug
was pulled from under us!”

Portland School superinten-
dent Jack Bierwith announced
staffing changes

‘It was very rough. like a slap
in the tace or a punch in the
stomach pretty painful,” she
sighed. “He never came over to
talk to us or give us a good rea-
son” she said

Judy Bryant got her slot at
Humboldt

Davis taught for 12 years --
F'hird, Fifth and

- before becoming a unit

vrades First
Sixth
leader at Martin Luther King EI-
ementary School. where she
worked tor 20 years

As a unit leader, she coordi-
nated curriculum tor pre-kinder
carten through second grades
what she calls “a school within a
school

I'hat first taste of school ad
ministration involved 350 chil-
dren in 16 classes

Davis beams with pride about
her part in developing a volun-
tary desegregation program at
MLK. recalling a visit to Chi-
cago during the 1970s to review
a model program there.

While at MLK, she was named
woman of the year by the
women s eduction sorority, re-
ceived an excellence in educa-
tion alumni award from Oregon
College of Education and was
included in the 1990 Who's

Who
She hasn’t put the plaques on

her office wall at Applegate yet
“I've been too busy trying to
learn Applegate and its pro-
grams,” she told the Portland
Observer. “The aesthetics will
come later.”

Even with anew school, Davis
With 271

students at a school in a lovely

still has challenges

Farragut Park setting, she has
12 certified teachers and only
three educational assistants for
tutoring and other tasks

“The teachers are determined
to help me make it successful.”
she said, noting school-wide in-
volvement in the 90 minute daily
reading blocks, and 60 minute
blocks for both writing and arith-
metic

Applegate's third grade test
scores are the lowest in the dis-
trict

“Westill have abig challenge.
but we will rise to the occa-
sion.” Davis said

I'he first regional assessment
tests were given last month and
the school is awaiting its first
scores

‘After parent-teacher confer-
ences this month,” she said,
“scores will be evaluated and
curriculum goals will be re-
vamped to reflect the children’s
needs.”

“My husband Ralph has been
my rock, grounding me in all
these changes,” said Davis. “Be-
tween my husband and my Lord,
I made it.”

“We are

Applegate on the map in spite of

going to put

the odds!”
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I'hat supplement to the utle for
this series may suggest ‘nourishment
but you will see that to be quite in
keeping with last week's promise to
evaluate the earlier economic possi
bilities of the N.W. corner of NI
19th and Alberta

The sturdy, stone former-Masonig
I'emple has seen quite a number of
players on its state; from fraternal
affihation, to health spa, church, sec
ond-hand store, vou name 1it. We
begin here with the year 1982, when
I became aware that both the build
ing and the equipment of the current
operator were lor sale

[his enterprise proved to be an
‘Institutnonal Food Supplier” and its
customers were city, state and fed
eral facthtiesranging fromarmy bases
to correctional facihities. In fact, that
supplement to the utle 1s taken from
a LS. Army supply bulletin I have
hefore me, “Master Menu for Febru
ary 1983 (planned: published and
matled tonterested instututional sup

phiers August 1982). Several restau
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The North will Rise Again
III; Master Menu

rant chains were also served by this
N.E. Alberta St. Operation

When | met the owners, my
first thought was “I must be in a
Scandinavian Semior Citizens
Center”. Each friendly entrepre
neur seemed to be well over six
teet, blonde, blue-eyved and "over

And that

latter characteristic seemed to be

sevenly years of age

no problem as they took me on a
brisk tour of the huge, two-story
plant; followed on with leisurely
inspections

My second thought was that “this
reminds me of my first encounter
with the middle-aged and elderly
black men of the “Acme Business
Club.” I became the accountant for

this group in 1947, learning that then

cooperative effort and commitment
to community had created the Will
iams Ave. business district wnd
much else that was wiped out by

Urban Renewal

Of course, I was aware that an
CConomie reprise ol that l]l.l_'.'III'IlhlL'
was beyond reach, nevertheless this
operation, if handled properly, could
be the Key Unit fora Northeast Busi
ness Renaissance. The owners, well
past retrement age, were quite will
Irl_'_'1t‘un:|1\'l.lll'IIi.I!IlIIIIH'l-'ll'u'ip
ful ways to expedite a sale. (Mainly
the building for $80.000). Y ou heard
rght!

Owning everything free and

clear and under no financial pres

sures, the operators were quite will

ing towork withan African Ameri
can group n a project that would
not only transter ownership bul
would also maimtain the existing
customer base. The youngestowner

and two key employees would stay
on for advice and counsel for a
period to be negotiated

Several things are to be kept in
mind at this point. First, the Federal

Minority Business onented agencies

1e skeptics scoffed

when Reverend Jackson

hirst announced a second
marchto"Save the Dream,” arguing
that Sacramento s just not a march
ing town. G Wilson's flunkies
coffed, too, saving it was “too httle

But 1s was not too hittle, as thou
sands and thousands of marchers
converged on the Capitol last Mon
day morning, to oppose the
resegregation of higher education in
the once-golden state of California

And 1t1s definitely not too large.,
as Reverend Jackson has called for a
third “Save the Dream™ march in
Los Angeles next February. This
struggle is far from over-as Dr. King
saud, the arc of history 1s long, but it
bends toward justice

Pete Wilson 1s only the latestin a
long and tragic series of mean-spu
ied ]thIlIL'J.ln\ who have divided
Americans by race, as a means of
advancement to higher political of
fice. Gov. Wilson was once regarded
as amoderate Republican (aspecies

FEugene McCarthy defined as those

RAINBOW PUSH
COALITION

Save The
Dream #2

who “come down out of the hills after
the battle, to shoot the wounded™)

However, that was before Wilson
began to use race as a wedge 1ssue to
prove his nght-wing credentials; be
fore he pushed Prop. 187, attempting
to blame Califorma’s economic woes
on Hispanic immigrants; before he
tried to limit Native Amenican tribal
sovereignty; before he joined the
Faubus/Wallace side ol history, by
sponsoring Prop. 209, which 1s now
resegregating Californmia’s professional
schools

his battle i1s not over. The mere
fact that a small majority of voters

approved a well-funded and mis-la
beled imitative which limits equal op
portunity for Blacks & Browns in

Calitorma does not mean it was right;
nor does it mean that Prop. 209 will
ultimately pass constitutional muster

Afterall, even Bakke allowed consid
eration of race and gender

Besides, most Californians voting
on Prop. 209 last year only heard one
side of the story on TV-Gov. Wilson's
limiting equal opportunity in higher
education, and because ol Rew
Jackson's ntense efforts to keep
fighting to save Dr. King's dream,

California voters are hearing another

were making any number of declara
tuons and promises ol supportin re
spect to well-structured new enter

prise that could revive the economig
state of the nation’s innercities. And
n respect to wholesale/industrial
food vending the S.B.A. had backed
several minority airline tood opera
tions that were proving successful

It was also the case that not only
was [ bringing my own business back
cround and accounting experience 1o
the tale innegonations with the own
ers. but I brought in as consultants
anexperienced food manager of long
acquaintance and a senior faculty
member of the business department
ol a local umversity

At this point, I should mention

that the owners (not cash-strapped)

were willing to go along with a rea
onable oller not government
backed - from a group that would
develop its own financial plan
Cont'd. next week
1de
Notice that noone who supported

Prop. 209 last year 1s out there brag
ging about the results this year. No
tce that none of the outspoken right
wingers who argued thatatfirmauve
action should be replaced with a
broader assistance program based
on need or class, has yet stepped
torward to introduce such areplace
ment program to the state legislature
Notice that Gov. Wilson has not yet
brought forward his equal funding/
Head Start/pre-natal plan, to start all
ourschoolchildrenonalevel playing
field

I'hey never intended to; their ar
cuments last year were justcover for
dividing Californians by race. These
were promises they never intended
o keep

lesse Jackson made a promise he
willkeep. He promised Dr. King that
he would keep his dream alive, He
promised Dr. King he would keep
fighting for justice. He promised D
King he would keep on marching.

Save the Dream March #3. Los
Angeles. February. We'll be back

By Bernice POWELL JACKSON

[ remember when [ first heard a
parent talking about it. It was right
after the Bernard Goetz incident in
the New York City subways where
several black youth were shot by a
man who claimed they were menac
ing him. The mother was talking about
teaching her teenaged sons how to
survive in New York City - how not
to look “threatening,” how to dress,
what to look at on the subway. But
now, according to arecent New York
['imes article, parents of children of
color are I.L‘L‘Iiné_’ the need to teach
their children, especially their sons,
how to act when they are stopped by
the police. A new kind of survival
skill for children of color

One African American parent, a
banker, had to strategize with his son
prior to buying him a new car. They
planned what to do when a police
officer stopped the son because he
was driving a nice car. They decided
that the son would carry his father’s
business card and offer 1o let the

police officer call his father. A His

panic parent told how her child, de

spite much coaching from his par

ents, already had been stopped three
times at gunpoint by the police. Each
time he was in a car that the police
suspected of carrying drugs, but no
charges were ever brought.

Some agencies which work with
young people are teaching them su
vival skills in dealing with police
officers. One Bronx-based youth pro
gram is beginning lessons in legal
and civil rights issues for youth and a
Harlem agency already 1s teaching a
course called Conflicts with Cops to
help young peopie in their encounter
with police officers. Even minority
police othcers associations counsel
youth on how to deal with police
The president of the Latino Officer
Association, for example, tells the
young people to note the officer’s
name and to use it throughout their
encounter

Targeting youth of colorisnot a
tactic of every police officer, but

clearly it happens too often, across
class, education and pohitcal lines
Children of nmiddle class famihies
are just as subject to be stopped as
children of the poor. And girls are
victims as well as boys. One Al
can American mother told how her
two daughters, 17 and 18 vears
old, were coming out of a subway
station with their boyfriends when
they heard gunshots. All four found
themselves pushed against a wall
with guns to their heads by police
And her son. a champion fencer,
was stopped in a subway station in
awhite community and asked what
he was doing there. When he re
phied he was going to a fencing
clubdown the street, he was taunted
and not behieved by police

And make nomistake aboutit, this
1s not just a New York City phenom
¢non

Parents of color in cities across
the nation are finding they mustteach
their children these new survival
skills. Polls show that people of color

believe that police officers do not
treat people of color and whites with
equal fairness. Indeed, that 1s one of
the greatest chasms between white
Americans and people of color - their
behet in the justice of the criminal
justice system

I'he fact that many police officers
do not live in the communities they
serve aggravates many of the stereo-
types that some of them have about
youthofcolor. Thus, they scolff at the
story by the black youngster that he is
a fencer or they believe that only a
drug dealer could be driving a nice
il

IUs asad commentary for children
of color. It's a sad commentary for
our nation. As long as parents of
color find themselves having toteach
their children how to survive an en
counter with police, we will know
that racism is alive and well in this
country. In the words of one parent,
“I's depressing. If T had not told my
son to be cool and respectful, he
would probably be dead.”

Big Economic Gains Lift Very Few Children

Numbers of Uninsured Chil
dren and Working Poor Families
Hit Record nghs

The Children’s Defense Fund
express disappointment in the
virtually unchanged child pov-
erty rates for 1996, even while
median income rose

T'he rate of child poverty de

clined by only three-tenths of one
percent from 1995 1o 1996, and
rose shightly for children in work
ing families

“Many claims have been made
about families who have left wel
fare,” said CDF President Marian
Wright Edelman. “While far too

little 1s known about their

children’s well-being, today’s
data warn us that many are fail
ing to rise out of poverty. and
even worse, some are losin g then
health coverage as well.”

:In the fifth year of economic
recovery, our children deserve a
fair share of the fruits of eco-
nomic growth, but they are being

denied it,” saird Edelman

he child poverty rate is higher
than that of any other age group
(the child poverty rate was 20.5
percent in 1996, compared to
I 3.8 percent for all Americans).

Likewise. more than two-thirds
of all Americans losing health
coverage in 1996 were children.
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