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Portland Police Bureau Detec
tives, incooperation with Crime Stop
pers, are asking for your help imiden
ufying and apprehending a subject
believed responsible for a least nine
convenience store armed robberies
in North, Northeast, and Southeast
Portland, starting with the Septem
ber 26, 1997
Pantry at 2730 North Lombard

Of the nine robberies, seven have

robbery of the Plaid

been to Plaid Pantrys and two have
been to “mom and pop” type stores
One store, the Plaid Pantry at 2730
North Lombard, has been robbed
twice by the suspect. On Saturday
October 18, 1997, the suspect robbed
four stores, two in Southeast Port
land and two in Northeast Portland
In two of the four robbenies, the sus
pect fired a shot

I'he suspect is described as a very
lightcomplected black male, approxi

POLICE NEWS

Of Convenience
Store Armed Robberies

mately 30 years of age, 5’9", 170
I\ii-lllul\_\\.!l}].II'IllIll'\|.lL'|lL'.‘rglhl[L'(',.1[1\1
wearing a dark hooded sweatshirt,
with a Nike swoosh on the left breast,
and armed with a handgun

Crime Stoppers is offering a cash

reward of up to $1,000 for informa-
Crime Stoppers,

tion, reported to
which leads to an arrest in this case,
or any unsolved felony crime, and
you can remain anonymous. Call
Crime Stoppers at (503) 823-HELP.

Search Warrant Served On
Alternative Health Center

Officers from the Portland Police
Bureau, Drugs and Vice Division,
served Search Warrants at two Port-
land area locauons this afternoon in
connection with the Alternative
Health Center. The Center, allegedly
involved in the tratficking of Mari-

juana, is located at 333 SW Park

Avenue and was the site of aSeptem-
ber 24, 1997 Search Warrant
Warrants were served at the
Alternative Health Center and at
3645 N. Michigan. Since the Sep-
tember Search Warrant, investi
gators have discovered a change
in the Center operation proce

dure. Marijuana buyers contacl
the 333 SW Park address and
prepay for a specified amount ol
Marijuana. The buyers, given a
voucher, are then directed to the
3645 N. Michigan address to re
ceive the Marijuana

When police officers entered the
Alternative Health Center location,
Marijuana was being smoked by cus
tomers.

Arrested and charged with 3
counts of distribution of a con
trolled Substance (DCS 1) Mani
juana and | count of Conspiracy
to Commit DCS I-Marijuana was

Diane Densmore, DOB August

1947. She was placed in cus-
tody at the Alternative Health
Center location. Dinsmore 1s
lodged in the Justice Center Jail

Arrested and charged at the north
Portland location was Clarence W
Harper Jr., June 15, 1949, 3 counts
cach of DCS Iand PCS I-Marijuana.
Matthew L.H. Harris, DOB Febru-
ary 3, 1933, | count each of DCS 1
and PCS I-Marijuana. Dennis G
Payne, January 23, 1948, | count
cach of DCS I and PCS [-Marijuana
The three men are also lodged in the

Justice Center jail.

Dbserying

iversity Summit

Northwest still stuggles with
the issues of race

By James L. Posey
n October 25th
Skyview High Sch
ool (Vancouver,
Washington), hosted the sec
ond in a series of Diversity sum
mits sponsored by the Clark
County YWCA

The featured speaker was
Morris Dees, renowned white
civil rights actuivist and founder
of Southern Poverty Law Cen
ter. Dees 1s most noted for his
successful prosecution of na
tional Ku Klux Klan leader Tom
Metzger and his son, after the
brutal killing of a local Ethio
pran student (Mulugeta Seraw)
in 1988.

The case, tried here in Port
land, captured the national
spothight in part because 1t was
the first time a Klan
held criminally liable for the
death of a black person based

eader was

on instigating racist hate crime
activity

In view of the upcoming
Portland forum on race, the
question is whether the state of
Washington, or more speciti
cally Vancouver, more progres-
sive in its efforts to stem the
tide of racist activity than Or
egon or the City of Portland?
Well, it is difficult to conclude
based only on Vancouver host
ing a few forums focused on
diversity issues

But what is clear 1s that the
Northwest, like most of the

country, i1s still struggling with
issues of inclusion in general and
race in particular.

I'he Skyview event was reflec-
tive of this struggle and in many
ways portrays the array of per
spectives associated with diver
SILY 1ssUes

When the sessions broke out
into workshops to discuss diver-
sity involving employment and
education, many views were emo
tional about the extent of racism
experienced in the school dis
tricts, with major employers, law
enforcement, elc

But it was evident that dia
logue was in effect, primarily
preaching to the choir. And it
became clear that no new an
swers would emerge as to how to
effectively combat the forces of
racism and intolerance.

Despite this inevitability, ev
ery effort was made to present a
positive, upbeat mood about the
progress of diversity strategies
in the community

Facihitator and diversity con
sultant Darrell Simms and others
worked to deflect more radical
concerns about why racism and
intolerance persist

And 1t seemed that most par
ticipants were satisfied, given the
mood of the country toward race
i1ssues, to merely celebrate the
fact that they were able to attend
such an event

The arrival and speech by
Morris Dees seemed anticlimac-

tic and highlights the dilemma
that some find in this fight
against racism

Certainly no one doubts the
importance of the work of Mor
ris Dees and all his supporters
Many however believe, the
more subtle, endemic forms of
racism, like Texaco’sracistem
ployment practices, are more
harmful to a progressive soci
ely

And it is this benign neglect
of these institutional practices
which really perpetuate the ex
istence of organizations like the
KKK. So while Morris Dees
becomes a living icon fighting
the dramatized antics of white
supremacists, the more subtle
stealth white supremacists in
the school system act to pre
vent young minorities from get-
ting a first class education.

Nevertheless, the organizers
gotitright by ensuring signifi-
cant involvement by area youth
In fact, their participation may
have been the brightest aspect
of the summit.

Contrary to popular opinion
that the youth today are uncon
cerned, these Vancouver-area
youths seemed engaged and
knowledgeable

More importantly, they were
not willing to let adults domi-
nate the discussion on this most
||1I[1l|| tant i.\\{li.'. H\ 1}!1‘; account
alone, the summit can be judged

d SUCCCESS.

# PACIFIC POWER

A PacifiCorp C‘nm;mw

.

i Ml them il
KT R ettt

P M et

i )

v el e

2

o

S

TN T Rt g s T PR

P A 7 et




