I'HE PORTLAND OBSERVER * OCTOBER 29. 1997

-
- - -
s - c

.
-~

A TE v

l)'\(lf' li_;‘

Albina Head Start in Northeast Portland gets a fresh coat of paint

from one of many AT&T workers who put in a day of community
service Friday, as a part of the AT&T care program.

Photo by M. Washington

Play tough, play Tonka, was the message at the Hollywood West
Fred Meyer last weekend. With a real life size semi-truck
(above), and child size (below).

Photo by M. Washington

No Longer Waiting
to Exhale

By Pror. McKinLEY Buri
Phile

Chionesu, founder of the *Mil

Super-committed

lhon Woman March and long in
preparation for this momentous
day - studying early childhood
education, pre-law and theology,
and a mother - successfully car-
ried off this gathering of an ebony
gender whose time has come
Ably assisted by a cadre of
t'.{l..l”\ dedicated co-founders,
this charismatic woman was able
to assemble over a half-million

h..lk k
Philadelphia’s historic Benjamin

women along
Franklin Parkway

And on this Saturday, Octo-
ber 25, 1997 which shall prove
equally historic in American his
tory, came as we said last week
not to atone or to .li‘ninl\.‘l,’v but
to celebrate their unity in defin-
ing and implementing an agenda
of family, children, education and
cconomics

'hey will do 1t too - are vou
going to help brothers, or are
you still searching for your iden
tity?
l'ens of thousands of marchers
from historically African Ameri
can \'l‘ElL'\L'L'\ hundreds of thou
sands of ‘neighborhood folks’
and other tens of thousands of
career and professional women
all came together to plan and
build new community structures.
new pyramids if you will

In the bibliography that closes
this article 1t 1s obvious that I
heard the plea of the, woman in
the reader’s column of the No
vember, Essence Magazine;
‘whatever we call ourselves... its
essential to be educated about
the long history of Black women
in the struggle for gender equal
ity.’

You got 1t lady and | faxed a
Copy to you in care ot the maga-
zine (much longer)

It was very reassuring to be
informed that those who could
afford the time and/or money
stayed over to conduct important
workshops dealing with wage and
promotion dispanties (glass ceil
ing dilemma), techniques for get
ting young black females moti
vated for science and technology
courses, and very importantly,
small business workshops - a des
perate need in an era of mergers,
lay offs and cut backs

And speaking of “Waiting To

African-American Seniors
Are Urged To Get Flu Shots

As New Data Shows They Are Less Likely to do So;
Black Colleges Join Government In Flu Outreach Efforts

I'he U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services urges Afri-
can-American seniors to get their
1997 flu shots, as new figures re-
leased by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
show that the adult African-Ameni
can immunization rate 1s far below
the national average

In 1995, 58.1% of American
overall received their influenza
shots, but only 39.3% of African
\mericans cpor ted recerv ng thenr
flu shots. And while 35.6% of all
seniors age 65 and over reported
receving their pneumococcal shots
in 1995, only 19.7% of senior Af-
rican-Americans received the vac
cine, the CDC said recently

Failure to get flu and pneumonia
shots puts seniors at unnecessary risk
forcomplications of illness that lead to
as many as 60,000 deaths every year

“We've seen ashight increase in
vaccinations among African-

Kennedy

Continued from Front Metro

The McMenamin bid won out over
12 other proposals, in part because
the task force trusted the brothers to
carry through. At a public meeting
attended by 130 people, it received
overwhelming

support.

However, there was an obstacle

lhe property’s residential zoning
Harrison and his staff proposed a
zone change as part of a larger re-

Americans, but health care provid
ers and communities need to make
an extra effort to close that gap and
keep the overall number of older
Americans receiving flu shots go-
g up,” said CDC Director Dr
David Satcher

I'his year, Historically Black
Colleges and Universities
(HBCUs) are a crucial part of the
strategy to increase adult immuni
zationrates among African-Ameri
can semors. Eleven institutions in
eight states are participating in a
program called Horizon Partners

For more information about
a flu shot covered by

contact: 1-800-638

reciving
Medicare
6833. For

more information

about influenza disease and
CDC’s recommendations for in-
fluenza vaccinations, telephone
the CDC National Immunization
Information Hotline (800) 232

2522, English

zoning package that, among other
things, called for higher density infill
development in the area. There was
strong community opposition to this
and Harrison withdrew it, leaving an
isolated “spot” rezoning for the

Kennedy property in violation of

the bureau’s own policies

I'he Portland Planning Commis-
sion rejected the proposal. Shortly
thereafter, City Council, prodded
by neighborhood phone calls, asked

The soul of an Addict

s 1

The Soul Of An Addict The street
life explodes on the night scene; and
a young brother tries to catch the
impossible dream, Cadillac cars,
Movie stars and Ho's with lady like
looks, a blind man, a liquor stand and
atrick getstook.... Gangsters, players
and real pimpish pimps; elaborate
cocktails, mamcured nails and girls
with swaying hips form the womb to
thetombisall you knew: because the
street of broken Dreams is where you
grew. And suddenly Boo-Yaaa! and
a crack puff: and one more hit just
1sn’t enough! but you were all of that
plusabag of chips: hipslick and cool,
and the dope thing that made you
move...stuck like chuck downon your
luck and not even a friend: :laying in
a Dope house, a jail house at your wits
end, Shot-up, Smoked-up and suck-
ing on some bad wine, came close in

Death more than just a few times

school's unsung hero

them to reconsider. Taking the hint,
most of the commission went along

Looking at the finished result of
the process, Fossum told the gath-
ering, “Ifthe neighborhood, the gov-
ernment and the private sector all
get together and draw boundaries
around what they want to see, this is
what you can accomplish.”

As for Darby, she told the Ob-
server the next day, “I can’t stop
smiling. I'm delighted.”

Exhale™, several groups from
Califormia and New York com
bined to discuss and develop
strategies to remedy the lack of
meanmingful roles for black ac
tresses

In fact, there was a news ser
vice report on this very situation
on page C3 of Monday’s Orego
nian

| wish the ladies all

‘\l]\lkl\\
ind goodspeed, and 1 further
hope that a goodly number of
black males will be shaken out of
their legarthy and inspired
(shumeed) into covering in an

equally structured and organized

mannet
And, now, for that promised

bibliography. First, some late

words on ‘“woman power’ found

]
at 'Reflections Bookstore

*

Sister Power: How Phenom

enal Black Women Are Rising

lo The Top Patricia Reid
Meritt

* “Straight, No Chaser: How |
Become A Grown-up Black

| §

Woman,” hll Nelson (author of
“Volunteer Slavery”™)

* Sistahs, Rules: Secrets for
Meeting, Getting and Keeping a
Good Black Man’ Denene
'\-1'.:.'|'\'I

And there are those classic
basic contributions to our under
standing the forces that shaped
the black women who march to
day
* “Labor of Love, Labor of

Black Women, Work and

the Family From Slavery to the

SOITOW

Present,” Jacqueline Jones, Vin
tage Books Edition
c1al to Our Understanding of The
Black Family Today R
mended by Toni Morrison,
Coretta Scott King, Henry
GUates

* “The Black Woman, an an

lTony Cade

1986, “Cru

ccom

Lous

edited by

Mentor pb, 1970

I:}|l'.l|.‘,‘\”_
Many classic
articles and essays on race, poli
tics and society (a brilliant and
challenging assembly of voices
that demand to be heard)

* “Black Women in Antiquity
Edited by Ivan Van Sertima
1985. From the great queens of
Ethiopia and Egypt and Nubia to
African women who contributed
so much to early | urope

Write or call Di
Sertima, Africana Studies Dept
New

Ivan Van

Rutgers University,
Brunswick, N.J. 08903

POWELLS
BOOKS

Over | million
Used & New
Books

1005 W Burnside,
downtown Portland
503-228-4651

www.powells.com
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Che Hortland Observer Netuspaper

in it's Celebration of Diversity ;s

Would like to Congratulate

The

ALPHA KAPPA ALPA
SORORITY INC.

in it's Celebration &
Affirmation of African-American Men at it's
7th Emerald Awards Banquet
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