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Push to eliminate Commerce Department
Bill would eliminate Minority Business Development Administration

o n g ressio n a l R epubli­
cans are renew ing  a 
p u sh to  d ism a n tle  the 

C om m erce D epartm ent, saying
the spraw ling agency had becom e 
little m ore than a dum ping ground 
for po litica l appo in tees.

C o n s e r v a t iv e s ,  in c lu d in g  
H ouse B udget C om m ittee  C h a ir­
man John K asich, unveiled  leg is­
lation last week to elim inate some 
departm ent p rogram s, co n so li­
date o thers and turn  the patent 
o ffice  into a freestan d in g  g o v ­
ernm ent co rp o ra tio n .

It was not the first tim e R epub­

licans set their sights on the m am ­
moth departm ent, hom e to every ­
th ing  from in te rn a tio n a l trade 
program s to the w ea ther service 
to the census.

Kasich said the stakes were 
h igher this tim e around.

“ W e're  beginning to see a fight 
for the soul o f  the R epublican 
P arty ," he claim ed, say ing  the 
lo n g er his party  rem ain ed  in 
pow er in C ongress the m ore spe­
cial in terests “ try  to co-opt us, 
m ake us part o f  the system ."

“ I t’s about the renew al o f  our 
fight to keep on course, to do the

things w e 'v e  prom ised people ," 
the Ohio R epublican said

"We 're beginning to see a 
fight for the soul o f the

Republican Party, ”
R epublicans took control o f 

the House and Senate in 1994.
The rhetoric  has taken on a

m ore p o litic a l cast th is tim e 
around with R epublicans invok­

ing the nam e o f  John Huang -  a 
form er C om m erce trade offic ia l 
em broiled  in alleged D em ocratic

fund-raising im proprieties to 
make their case that departm ent 
was a haven for po litical hacks.

D epartm ent critics adm it they 
face an uphill battle

They do not have the support 
o f key chairm en for their leg isla ­
tion, estim ated to save $2.5 b il­
lion over five years. The bill to 
dem olish the departm ent, spon­
sored in the Senate by R epubli­
can Kansas Sen. Sam Brownback, 
would elim inateC om m erce 's M i­
n o rity  B usiness D evelopm en t 
A dm in istra tion  and Econom ic 
D evelopm ent A dm inistration .

It w ould end the A dvanced 
Technology Program , which aids 
business research efforts. Repub­
licans call the program  a prim e 
exam ple o fco rp o ra te  w elfare.

Federal trade functions, includ­
ing the U.S, trade represen tative, 
would be consolidated  w ithin the 
U.S. T rade A dm inistration .

The bill was unveiled as the House 
debated an annual spending mea­
sure to fund Commerce and other 
departments in fiscal 1998. The spend­
ing bill does not make majorchanges, 
instead increasing aid for many de­
partment functions.

Parade of achievements
Continued from Front

copying, faxing, postal, mailbox, and 
other business-related needs.

The Small Business Administration 
recognized David Flint, President o f In- 
Line Commercial Construction, Inc. 
Established in 1984, the company pro­
vides general contracting services spe­
cializing in tenant improvements and 
commercial remodeling.

The Minority Business Opportu­
nity Committee o f the Portland Fed­
eral Executive Board recognized Gil 
Cde Baca, President o f R.C. Ma­
chine and Floyd Booker Sr., Cour­
tesy Janitorial.

In addition to the seven businesses 
being recognized, the MED Week 
Committee honored Tri-Met Gen­

eral Manager, lorn Walsh, for Tri- 
M et's “diversity in contracting” ac­
com plishm ents on the W estside 
Light Rail Project.

There are a total of 96 minority 
and women-owned firms on the 
project, most o f which are Oregon 
based.

The MED Week Committee also 
recogn iz ing  The C onfedera ted  
Tribes of the Grande Rhonde Commu­
nity of Oregon and Spirit Mountain 
Development and Gaming, Inc. fortheir 
economic contributions to State of Or­
egon. Kathryne Harrison is the Tribal 
Chairwoman for the Grande Rhonde 
Tribe and Bruce Thomas is Presi­
dent o f the Spirit Mountain Devel­
opment and Gaming, Inc.

Kathryne Harrison (left), tribal chairwoman for the Grand Ronde Tribe in Oregon, and Therman Evans, M.D., was 
honored during a business awards luncheon in Portland Thursday during National Minority Enterprise Development 
Week. Harrison was presented a community development award during the event and Evans, the keynote speaker.
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Salutes
Minority
Businesses

A insworth^  Drug
3002 NE Ainsworth 282-0787

Ainsworth Drug Salutes:

Minority Owned Business Week

Utility Paystation • Western Union 
Tri-Met Tickets & Passes • Prescriptions

Your Neighborhood Pharmacy

RENT YOUR NEXT

WASHER & DRYER
FROM THE HOME LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT

$ 10.00 OFF
DELIVERY AND

Solutos ,nstallat,on fbee

UPS Is Hiring Now!
Great Part-Time Opportunities!
Rated as the #4 Most Admired Employer 

in the Nation by Fortune Magazine
$14.40 per hour per hour

Delivery Drivers Tractor Trailer Drivers
‘ Must meet DOT requirements ‘ Must meet DOT requirements 
‘ Meet UPS appearance standardffTractor Trailer experience 
‘Must be 21 or older (doubles preferred)

‘ Meet UPS appearance stan­
dards
‘ Must be 21 or older 
‘Class A CDL

Qoing Street Market
Celebrates
M inority  

Business W e e k
4601 N. Williams Ave.

Portland, Oregon 97211 
503.281.6873
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Building on 
Minority Business

Minority
Business

lUofek

rental
washer

231-7413

1657 S.E. TACOMA ST.

For more information please call:

UPS JOBLINE 
(503) 286-7298
An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Northwest Properties 
Metro Branch

4411 NE Sandy Boulevard, 
Portland OR 97213

Bus 502 249-6921
Pearl Thomas 
Sales Associate

&  An indeppendendently owned and operated member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates.
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