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OcToBER 15, 1997 * THE PORTLAND OBSERVER

Editorial articles do not necessarily
reflect or represent the views of
Che JHortland Observer

a1 Attention Readers!
uiel Please take a minute to send us your comments. We’re always trying to give
you a better paper and we can’t do it without your help. Tell us what you like
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R and what needs improvement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreci- 5\ oy B, Prick PRESIDENT
B ated. We take criticism well! Get your powerful pens out NOW and address NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE
LY your letters to: Editor, Reader Respons Bo; Portland, OR 97208 o g o : Babon ik o
. astJune, President Clinton  empower the words with real mean-  monious cur society and the more  tern of law enforcement tactics that
e . - ]
A3 T urged our nation to lay the g secure the entire population will be.  often ensnare civilians who've done
R (J he aﬁnrt[anh (]Dhﬁeruer groundwork for becoming For one thing, the President can Court decisions and state ballot  little or nothing wrong
Ths what he calls “One America in the react swiftly to the dismaying an-  initiatives may alter some of the tools Of course, we must catchand pun-
I PSS re ie 3 e " by conf] 5 lin- ement | e ( T : >chanisms us » reach the sh ¢ als and maintain order by
» (USPS 959-680) Established in 1970 21st Century” by confronting its lin nouncement last week h} . nlbert and mechanisms used u‘ reach that :\.h‘unmm.\la and intain )
: gering tensions over race Casellas, chairmanofthe U.S. Equal  goal. But the President’s Initiative  enforcing “quality-of-life” laws. But
Charles Washington Mark Washington American must heed his advice Employment Opportunity Commuis- should keep the nation’s eye on the  treating trivial offenders and true in-
LI * ol . . » . - . L ¥ 2
I Publisher & Editor Distribution Manager Weall have anenormous stake inthat ~ sion, thathe'llresignattheendofthe  prize of inclusion—in the neighbor-  nocents like hardened criminals is
J Gary Ann Tavlor Larry J. Jackson, Sr effort because our racial difficulties year hoods we live in, the schools and dangerously counterproductive. If
i Bissinass ‘H’mx'ager Dl'ﬂ’{';'ﬂr. of (’ﬁfft;!itiﬂ undermine our many strengths Casellas is widely admired in the  colleges we attend, in companies we  there’s one lesson America should
; : ; On a moral level, America can’t  civil rights community for trying to  work fororown—evenifthemecha-  have learned by now, it’s that race
[ . shaa " a i
A (I,“h'; \.\ }Ilm.m Mic If‘ltlj'l,'t,lghmn preach human rights to other nations  effectiv ely lead anagency burdened  nisms used to achieve it have to  relations won'timprove until there is
 Phashs
0 E o g ondman o Copy Editor when racial injustice continues to with a huge caseload and a too-small evolve. peace between police and the minor-
; 1 I C b Wri fester in our own. On a pragmatic budget. His own assessment-that the The President can drive that point ity civilians they are sworn to serve
it p Tum _':;"ﬁ rm'[:_\. level, we won’t be prepared to com-  agency “could do a lot better if we  home by inviting corporate CEO’s, The President and the Task Force
o roieasor Mchiniey Burt, pete in the global marketplace if the ~ had more money, more people, more  Chamber of Commerce leaders, and  should summon governors, mayors,
. SR g ¢ ! .
' [:u Pecknan, dynamics of race and ethnicity con- support”—ought to galvanize the university presidents to high-profile and state and local police chiefs in
e Nesl Heilpern tinue to deny millions of people a ~ White House to take the action nec-  meetingstoaffirmtheircommitments  order to focus public attention on the
Y 15 . . Irst-r : ssary to eliminate 1ts a backlog of  toinclusion. Similar summits involv-  urgentneed for reform. Clintonshould
N : 4747 NE Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., first-rate education. ess cklog . g
| Portland, Oregon 97211 The Urban League has acted to 80,000 cases and enable it to stay  ing grass roots organizations likethe  insist that the Justice Department
1 i3 - 4 X
; ' 5 : acial hz F lu- urrent w s caseload fr ' Jrban Le: é S estigate ‘osecute any pat-
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e ot y or ne: ce : g e've ong vices and other commu-  terns of abuse found in police depart-
Email: Pdxobserv@aol.com sion for nearly a century; and we've  on ational Voices a er police dey
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This Way For Black
Empowerment

By Dr. LEoNorA FuLani
Democracy Gets Another Chance
As readers of this column know,

over years | 've aggressively lobbied

Congress for legislation that would

open up our political process to new

parties, new voices and new ideas

Fairelections must be a central part of

any Black agenda and over the years
members ofthe Congressional Black
Caucus have been in the forefront of
supporting this type of legislative
reform

Lastweek, Congressman Ron Paul
(R-TX), re-introduces two fair elec-
tion bills into Congress that | have a
long history of supporting

The first bill is the voter Freedom
Act of 1997, H. R. 2477. Drafted
mitially oft of the lessons learned
froma 1984 effort lundertook with my
colleagues to place an independent
presidential candidate on the ballot
nationally the bill was originally in-
troduced in 1985 by John Conyers
(D-M1)
retains its objective to make struc-

In its present form the bill

tural reforms to the ballotaccess pro-
cess which has been so manipulated
by the major parties in their self-serv-
ing effort to monopolize political
power and influence

Basically, the bill would say fair
and uniform ballot access standards
in federal elections sand prevent
states from erecting excessive ballot
access barriers such as currently ex-
ist. Forexample, right states and DC.
l'his is 28 times the number needed
by a Democratic party candidate and
13 times the number needed by a
Republican
quire no signatures of Democrats or
Republicans while only 3 states re-

Presently 32 states re-

quire no signatures of independents debate would be considered a corpo- yet.” _ And }vhile the mi_lilm government  inexcusable actions. leaders democratically, | am afraid
Minor party candidates must also  rate campaign contribution to candi- From the car!lcsl days of Mr. promises a trangunn to democracy, The government of General Abacha  they are not going to be able torealize
meetdiscriminatory filing fees, filing  dates. Carrington's appointment to Lagos in  there is little evidence that they are  has made it clear that it has no intention  this potential,”

fees, filing deadlines, and restrictions
on who can sign the petition that are
not required of the major parties.

In his press release announcing
the introduction of the bills, Con-
gressman Paul, a former Libertarian
candidate for President and now a
Republican, states, “The two major
parties love their hold on the system
because itkeeps them in power. While
it is unconstitutional for the federal
government to tell states what re-
quirements they should have or can-
didates seeking state and local of-
fices. it is the job of congress to
ensure the federal elections are fair,
open and, above all, representative
of'the greatdiversity of opinion in our
nation.”

T'he second bill, the Debate Free-
dom Act of 1997, H. R. 2478, was
initially sponsored and championed
by former Congressman Tim Penny
(D-MN)inthe 101stand 102nd Con-
gress (1989-93). Developed origi-
nally in collaboration with Congress-
man Penny and drawing heavily from
the experience of my exclusion from
the 1988 presidential debates and
subsequent law suits, it provides its
current form, that major party presi-
dential candidates must debate each
other and any other presidential can-
didate wish to receive general elec-
tion public financing.

Congressman Paul is also consid-
ering adding a second debates bill
directed at the legal status of debate
sponsors. In it, the debate sponsor
mustinvite all legally qualified presi-
dential candidates whoareeligible to
receive general election presidential
campaign funding and are on the
ballot in 40 states. Otherwise, the

recently joined with the National
Conference,

Anti-Defamation
League, National Council of La Raza

and Leadership Education for Asian

Pacific’s in the National Voices coa-
lition to more effectively do that.
We salute the President and the

early steps his task force of distin-
guished citizens has taken.

But, to be blunt, we worry that the
Initiative is too long on dialogue and

too short on action. Talk is not
enough. Now is the time for actions to
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his past month seems to

have hosted a series of

comments, echoes and re-
flections among our readership--re-
actions to that earlier assessment of
the “Million Man March.” They ve
been economic and social.

Needlesstosay, readers have been
equally absorbed in critiquing the
“copycatmarch ofthe white folks™ as
they have termed it. Thereference, ot
course, was to the “Promise Keep-
ers” whose equally emotional and
highly-publicized rendezvous at the
Capitol Mall was as great in rhetoric
if not in numbers.

We heard the usual outraged cries
that ‘beginning with the Greeks and
continuing through the ages from the
black inventors to the “Christy Min-
strels” and the Jazz Age, white folks
have imitated or taken over every

Secondly, Clinton and the task
force must continue to remind the
nation that by the middle of the next
century, half the population will be
people of color. That reality under-
scores how important promoting in-
clusion and equal opportunity is.

America’s economic and civic vi-
tality will increasingly be dependent
on nonwhite workers, entrepreneurs,
taxpayers and customers. The better
educated this growing segment of
the American population is, the more
robust our economy, the more har-
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nity and religious institutions could
be held simultaneously all across the
county to shore up the national com-
mitment to inclusion.

The President’s Initiative must
also squarely confront the festering
issue of police misconduct and bru-
tality toward minority civilians. The
1996 killing of Johnny Gammage by
white police officers outside Pitts-
burgh, the vicious assault on Rodney
King and, mostrecently, the barbaric
attack on Abner Louima are just the
most notorious of a widespread pat-
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ments. Finally, he should instruct the
US. Solicitor General to urge the
courts to scale back the runaway
discretion that has encouraged this
abuse of power.

These are just some of the tests
the President and the task force
must pass if their work is to extend
the American Dream to all Ameri-
cans. Only then will the country
embody the the
President’s Initiative on
“One America in the 21st

Century.”
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slogan of
Race

IsIt Toolate To Rebuild?

thing ‘we’ do.
point I've heard is that “neither group
is looking forrenewal within the insti-
tutional church.” A manifest Ameri-
can failure?

But speaking of “promises” | did
say | would presentamodel ofa failed
African American attemptto develop
just that tvpe of economic venture
which many thought the *Million Man
March should have been about

In the winter of 1970 | spent a
month in Washington D.C. present-
ing a series of seminars at Howard
University and community institu-
tions (including several churches)
I'he subject was Black Inventors of
America and the heretofore hidden
contributions and abilities of African
Americans discovered during re-
search for my book of that title

What was soamazing, and initially
gratifving, was the spirited conver-
sations and speculations that devel-
oped after speeches. There were the
invitations to address black bassoon-

social

ist and groups,

On common view-

situations

where consistently there was ex-

pressed a common upbeat theme.
“We've done it before and we can do
itagain.””

It sounded good and the enthusi-
asm was infectious. | pointed out to
one particular group, primarily ma-
ture men and women who were real
estate brokers or directly and indi-
rectly involved in property develop-
ment. Having not that long ago had
directaccounting and tax court expe-
rience in the operation at Los Ange-
les *Real Estate Investment Trusts
(REITS), I hadan immediate “tour of
opportunity’ on which to take this
group’.

Prowling around town in a rented
car, my usual “discovery technique in
each major city on my book tour, |
found several blocks oftwoand three
story stone apartment buildings (3
and 4 room). They were structurally
sound but the slum-lord had notmain-
tained tenant amenities or decor and
Housing and Urban Development

(HUD)was foreclosing and all was to

go up for auction

As an investment, the location
was ideal; only a few blocks from
Pennsylvania Avenue and its miles
of federal office buildings where both
low and high level government em-
ployees worked. Even then, 25 vears
ago, you were talking about refur-
bished apartments that would bring
$500 aroom from federal executives
($1,500t0day)

Seeing allthese smart, sophisticated
blacks from their focus groups, the
lawyers draw up papers of incorpora-
tion and explore financing modes, |
was certain | had inspired a modern
day reprise of Portland s pre-war build-
ing phase ofblack pullman porters. But
not to be; the spirit of cooperation, the
high-flying plans and objectives dis-
integrated within 30 days. As | re-
marked several monthsago in “Build-
ing Neighborhood Capital,” there has
to be an experienced-based founda-
tion to these grandiose concepts-so-
cial and spiritual structure.

Concluded next week

By Bernice PoweLL JACKSON
met Walter Carrington two
decades or so ago. | remem-

:r being impressed here was

an African American deeply commit-
tedto Africa, ascholar,aPeace Corps
veteran, a warm and gentle brother,
who was determined tomake adiffer-
ence in our nation’s Africa policy.
So, many of us were especially proud
and deeply moved when he was ap-
pointed Ambassador to Senegal by
President Carter in 1980 and were
again pleased when he was appointed
Ambassador to Nigeria by President
Clinton. How ronic that such as the
object of harassment by the govern-
ment of Africa’s most populous na-
tion. Itdoes notbode well for Nigeria
or for human rights.

It seems that in his final days in
Nigeria, as Nigerian pro-democracy
and human right groups held a fare-
well reception for the American Am-
bassador, heavily-armed Nigenan
state security officials burst into the
room, threatening to shoot the speak-
ers and ordering everyone to leave.
Mr. Carrington called this latest In a
series of desperate acts by an out-of-
control government the “most surre-
alistic experience I have had here

Civil Rights Journal

Tears For Nigeria

1993, the relationship between the United
States and Nigeria has been troubled.
Indeed, he was in the country less than
twowecks whenthe military, ledby Gen-
eral Abacha, took overthe governmentin
a coup. Shortly before he armrived, the
military had annulled the democratic elec-
tions and jailed President-elect Abiola.
He remains imprisoned and last year his
wife was murdered execution-style ona
Lagos street. The Nigerian government
described her murder as a robbery at-
tempt

Indeed, thousands of Nigerian hu-
man rights and democracy leaders re-
main imprisoned. Nobel laureate Wole
Soyinka, who has repeatedly de-
nounced the Abacha military govern-
ment, faces the charge of treason
should he return to his homeland and
environmentalist and poet Ken Saro-
Wiwa and eight other Ogoni leaders
who dared to oppose the government
were executed in 1995 despite world-
wide pleas for clemency

Despite promises of a return to de-
mocracy, Nigeria's 1 l0million people
are still denied their basic human right
to vote. The constitution remains sus-
pended, opposition political partes
are banned, the free press is shackled
and freedom of assembly is denied.

willing to give up their rule. “They
cannot explain why an elected Presi-
dent enters his third year in prison
withoutatrial when his only crime was
to win a free and fair election,” said
Jennifer Davis, Executive Director of
the Africa Fund, recently.

Incredibly, and despite this long list
of humanrights violations, the Abacha
military government has blamed Am-
bassador Carrigton for the troubled
Lagos-Washingtonrelationship. They
have charged him with being a part of
a“‘corrupt African Americanelite” that
publicly criticizes Nigeriain the secret
hope that the Nigerian government
will offer them money to keep quiet.
They even have said they wanted to
question the Ambassador and several
embassy staff about several bomb-
ings which have taken place.

And after the United States govern-
ment filed a strong protest about the
armed break-up of the Ambassador’s
reception, instead of an apology, a
Nigerian government minister
launched an attack once again on the
Ambassador, describing his tenure as
four years of waste in which nothing of
value was accomplished. Only in the
last few days has the Nigerian govern-
ment offered a tepid apology for its

of changing its policies. As one of the
worlds’ largest oil producers, Nigeria
and it's overseas oil partners, earn bil-
lions of dollars selling oil to the U.S.
while Nigerians at home cannot buy
gasoline for their own cars and 40 per-
cent of its people of its people face
malnutrition. The government has made
no good-faith efforts — it has released
no political prisoners and has only set
up a sham political process transparent
toall whoare watching critically

This last attack on an United States
Ambassador should be the final straw
for our nation. Congress is facing a bill
sponsored by Representative Donald
Payne which would bar new American
investmentin Nigeriaand link resuming
those investments with the release of
political prisoners, real political clec-
tions and free speech and assembly
rights. With the increasingly despera-
tion of the Abacha regime, the only
question wemight ask isdoes the bill go
far enough fast enough.

In the words of Ambassador
Carrington, “as a black American,
this deeply saddens me. This is a
place that should be one of the lead-
ing countries in the world. But until
they are able toresolve the problem of
allowing the people to choose their
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