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Black Women To March Oct. 25: 
Nothing To Atone For In 

Philadelphia
By P rof. M c K inley Bert

We should think not. given 
that we speak o f  black w om en, 
that less-than-silent m ajority  that 
has made sign ifican t c o n trib u ­
tions to hum ankind  since  the 
beginning o f  recorded history . 
4000 years ago, A frican Queen 
H atshepsut started  urban p lan ­
ning.

And given that the gene tic  
heritage o f  every living hum an 
being has been traced to a single 
A frican fem ale living less than 
200.000 years ago - M itochon­
drial DN A -the sign ificance  o f  a 
black “ Eve” is not lost upon us. 
My neighbor said. “ If they  feel a 
com pelling  need to m arch, it is 
because we se lf-cen tered  black 
men have failed to let the w orld 
know who and what black women 
really are ”

That cannot be said o f  this 
colum n and this w riter. M any 
readers o f  the Portland O bserver 
have acknow ledged  the many in­
spiring  and m otivating  accounts 
o f  the m agnificent con tribu tions 
o f  black wom en to the cu ltu re  
and technology o f  the w orld. Our 
first reading o f  m edia interview  s 
o f  the sponsors does not indicate 
that these energetic  and ag g res­
sive w om en have any o f  the 
“ iden tity” concerns expressed by 
many m em bers o f  the “ M illion 
Man M arch."

C o fo u n d e r  A sia  C o n e y  is 
quoted, “ ...The focus w ill be on 
issues such as the developm ent

o f  black independent schools, 
rites o f  Passage C enters and sup­
p o rt fo r  U S .  R ep M ax in e  
W ater's  call for an inquiry into 
alleged  CIA involvem ent in co ­
c a in e  tr a f f ic k in g  in A frican  
A m erican neighborhoods."

That statem ent about " in d e ­
pendent schoo ls"  w ill give the 
W hite House the most jitte rs , 
given the P res id en t’s concern 
ab o u t the d ilu tio n  o f  public- 
school funding. My co rresp o n ­
dents here and elsew here p ro ­
fess a very skim py if  any know l­
edge about a so-ca lled  "M illion  
W oman M arch" o rg an iza tion . 
One m ale from academ ia says. 
"I perceive no coheren t agenda 
and no particu lar social or ph ilo ­
sophical m antra ."

Now, th a ts ’ hardly fair; o b v i­
ously , the very sam e assessm ent 
could be m ade o f  the “ M illion 
M an’ M arch” (A rose by any 

o ther nam e). What I would term 
m ore reasoned-’ com m ents be­
gan w ith an alm ost universal 
d issen t w ith the se lec tio n  o f  
W innie M andela as the keynote 
speaker. "H ere we go again with 
that celebrity -enhancem ent; in­
stead o f  m eaningfu l s tru c tu re .” 
In th is case how about, "n o to ri­
e ty -en h an cem en t?”

O th e r c o m m e n ta ry  ran g ed  
from , “ I think it is te rrib ly  im ­
portan t that the m ost u n d er-rec­
ognized  and under u tilized  re­
source o f  the black race is going 
to dem onstra te  th e ir so lidarity

on the w orld  s ta g e ’” to  the less 
poetic and m ore u lita rian  s ta te ­
m ents. An A tlan ta  teach er and 
businessw om an said , “ I'm  g o ­
ing because I w ant to be sure the 
orato rs and the ir g ran d ilo q u en t 
rhetoric d o n ’t take o ver."

She w ent on to describe  her 
ideas for "o rg an iza tio n a l s tru c ­
ture that w ould p rov ide  p ra g ­
matic m odels for our young black 
wom en to em ulate  in the fie lds 
o f  business and techno logy ; p ro ­
fessional w om en o f  all races who 
excel in these arts. I w ould have 
us develop  books, m anuals, v id ­
eos traveling  sem inars, you name 
it. I ’m serious Mr. B urt.”

Lady. I am sure that you are 
ju s t as com m itted  as you sound. 
A nother, much y o u n g er w om en, 
expressed  the concern  that “ her 
m other m ight be right about som e 
problem s o f  approach  that m ight 
be inherent in a "generation  g a p ’ 
It seem ed the o lder w om an had 
been am ong a large g roup  o f 
black w om en who cam e o f  age in 
a ll-b lack  co lleges betw een 1955 
and 1965- and rebelled  against 
not only the sou thern  caste  sy s­
tem but ag a in st “ u ncle  T om " 
black school adm in is tra to rs .

W hatever the turn o f  even ts, 
this m arch will be well w orth our 
c lo se  a tte n tio n  and  in -d e p th  
analysis. DNA prin ts  aside , the 
h isto rica l docum enta tion  te lls  us 
w hat h e ig h ts  o u r s is te rs  can 
reach. C ontinued  next w ith both 
early  and late b ib lio g rap h ies .

Grant High School’s 4.00 Senior
Kelva Marie Johnson

What do sisters Kelva Marie, 
Tova Joanna and Tara Louise 
Johnson have in common besides 
being the only children o f low-in­
come, single parent Lulu R. Stroud- 
Johnson and the grandchildren of 
the late Kelly Dolphus Stroud (first 
Black Phi Beta Kappa to graduate 
Colorado College in Colorado 
Springs)?

Kelva Marie Johnson iscurrently 
an accumulative 4.00 Grant High 
School senior student In 1994. 
Kelva’s sister Tara Louise gradu- 
ated4.00 Valedictorian from Grant 
Kelva’s sister Tova Joanna gradu­
ated Grant in 1995 — also a 4.00 
Valedictorian! Barring any future 
attempts to change the direction

Kelva is headed at Grant. Kelva like­
wise intends to graduated .00 Valedic­
torian from Portland’s Grant High 
School in June of 1998.

Kelva’s plansare to enter college in 
the fall of 1998 I ler school choice will 
depend heavily on the financial aid 
offered and the scholarsh ips and other 
asasistance she secures. Tova and 
lara are Presidential Scholars and 
Educational Opportunity Program stu­
dents in the College of Agriculture at 
Oregon State University (OSU) in 
Corvallis (Note l ara is now continu­
ing her stud ies at OSU after a one-year 
medical leave.)

Among Kelva’s many recreational 
interests are photography, the Grant 
High School football games, tennis.

track and bike riding. Academically, 
Kelva Marie’s classload at Grant 
has included African and African- 
American Studies. Honors English, 
Spanish 7-12, Biology, Conceptual 
Physics, Interactive Math 5-6, Pre- 
Calculus, Chemistry, U S. History 
andCi lobal Studies, Econom ics. Ecol­
ogy, Photography 3-8 and Y earhook 
Publications.

Kelva’s college interests are 
headed in the direction ofpre-medi- 
cine, agriculture, psychology and 
the arts. Her future plans include 
attendinga four-year college, gradu­
ating and continuing on to graduate 
school. Eventually, Kelva expects 
to be known as Dr. Kelva Maries 
Johnson!

THE LARGEST, MOST COMPLETE RETAIL FABRIC STORE IN THE WEST
Septem ber 30 through O ctober 14 ,1997

PRINT SALE!
ALL PRINTS30% OFF

S a le  in c lu d e s :  C a lic o s , D r a p e r y  a n d  
U p h o ls te r y  F ab rics, B ridal a n d  S p ec ia l  
O c c a s io n , S ilk ie s , R a y o n s , C h ild r e n ’s  

W ear, A ctiv e  W ear, C o r d u r o y s

30% OFF
•  OUTERWEAR FLEECE 

SOLIDS & PRINTS
•  FAKE FUR
•  DENIM

6 o z .- l4  oz.

W H o l e s a l e / R e t a i l
700 SE 122nd Ave., Portland, OR 252-6267

O ur 73 ,000  sq. ft. facility has a 40 ,000  sa. ft. re ta il 
departm ent and 33 ,000  sq. ft. wholesale departm ent.

We also stock a largeick a large
assortment of fabrics. 

We wholesale all these items 
by the full box or bolt at 

discounts from 40% to 50% 
off the suggested retail price. 
We honor VISA, MasterCard, 

and Discover cards.

Our wholesale division carries 
brand name notions including:

Drill • notions
Coots *  Clark thread ft zippers 

Offray Ribbons 
Wrights tapes ft trims 

Pelion interfacing 
Gvtermann thread

B<,ToorderCcall toll-free 1 -» 00-392-3376  
Fax 1-503-252-9556

BF. SURE TO CHECK OUR STORE FOR “MANAGER S SPECIALS”
'l i ix iM in b  dll nut jpp l' lu '|x > ijl purchase nr pmiotish dbcwmlwl or m jrkrd il«~n Sens ‘1 50 thru 10 I t *17

RETAIL-WHOLESALE
700 S.E. 122nd Ave 

Portland, ORÄ j
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Religous
Leader T o
Visit City

Oct. 15-19
Dr C eleste A she Johnson . 

P resident o f  the In ternational 
A sso c ia tio n  o f  M in is te r ’s 
W ives and M in is te r’s W id­
ows. Incorporated  w ill bring 
g ree tin g s to the M in is te r’s 
W ives and W idow s in the 
P o rtlan d  O regon  a rea  Dr. 
Johnson as the v ivac ious and 
dynam ic le a d e ro f th e  In terna­
tional group will lead the group 
in “ P ro je c t  O u tr e a c h  to  
M in is te r 's  W ives and W id­
ow s" w ith the them e "P o si­
tion ing  O urse lves for the turn 
o f  the C en tu ry .”

Dr Johnson received the bach­
elor o f Science Degree in Educa­
tion from the Elizabeth City State 
College. Shethen earned a Master 
of Science Degree in Education 
from the Elizabeth City State Col­
lege. She then earned a master of 
Science Degree in Education. Su­
pervision and Adm inistration 
from the City College ofthe City 
University ofNew York. She stud­
ied for the Doctor o f Education 
Degree at the University o f Mas­
sachusetts and earned the Doctor 
of religious Education Degree 
from ChristTheological Seminary. 
She was awarded the Honorary 
Degree of Doctor o f  Sacred I litera­
ture from theCommonwealth Uni­
versity. She holds Certification in 
Management of Life Long 1.earn­
ing from Harvard University.

For add itional in form ation  
please call in the Portland area 
(503)282-4545 O R (800)388- 
2003

[Minister 
Participates in 

Religious Freedom 
Week Celebration

Emmanuel Temple’s Rev. Robert 
Richardson delivered the opening 
remarks and prayer last Sunday at 
this year's Religious Freedom 
Week service sponsored by the 
Church o f Scientology. With 
approximately 175 attending. Rev. 
Richardson applauded the efforts 
o f  his fellow guest ministers and 
event organizers. Joining the 
celebration as the keynote speaker, 
Richard Fenn from the Religious 
Liberty Association o f  the NW, 
spoke on the difference between 
rejoicing in our freedom of worship, 
and merely “tolerating” it. He 
spoke on pending federal 
legislation that will loosen 
regulation on the practice of 
religion. An annual, national 
event, Religious Freedom Week 
was started in 1988 when the 
religious community drew up a 
resolution asking that the week of 
September 25 be designated 
Religious Freedom Week. The 
resolutions was passed by both 
the House and Senate and signed 
by President Reagan. Also present 
was Rev. Helen Burke, ofthe 
Church o f Scientology Celebrity 
Centre who read “The Prayer for 
Total Freedom” as written by L.
Ron Hubbard. Desiring to see 
Religious Freedom Week become a 
permanent observance, Presidential 
Proclamations were issued the 
following two years. Each has 
urged Americans to observe the 
week with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. Because o f this 
support, Religious Freedom Week 
is now officially recognized in the 
Chase’s Book of Annual Events. 
City of Portland proclamations 
have been issued each year for the 
last two years.

JfUowsfiip Missionary ‘Baptist Church 
■JtayflH 4009 North Missouri Avenue

(M 3) 2494377
k t f t i í l í l  PO B(>x 12380 * Pl>rtla,Kl. OR 97212

PASTOR JOHNNY PACK IV 
Res. 4706 NE Mallory • Portland, OR 97211 

(503) 284-9195 • Study (503) 249-0537 • FAX (503) 288-3126

“In Thee, O Lord, Do I Put my trust: 
Lei me never he pul to confusion “

Pulin 71:1

(Ciramuxnttg tttljurclf nf (Suh
'5T friendly Church"

V.'K, Brown 
'Pastor and Coutiseior

We Extend Our Hand To Everyone
Services Sunday 11 A.M. and 6 P.M. 

Sunday School 9:45 A.M. 
Community Church of God 

202 N.E. Skidmore 
281-5678 Church

Cox Funeral Home Inc.
(503) 281-4891

A.A. COX, SR.
Mortician »& Funeral Director

CHARLENE COX FANNER 
Manager

JEROME G. TANNER 
A. Funeral Director

The Lass o f a loved one 
is always a traumatic experience.

Hut it can he made easier i f  you contact 
a facility that has your interest at heart.

2736 NE Rodney, Portland, OR 97212

Daniels Memorial Church of God In Christ 
is preparing to celebrate their Pastor, Harry B. Daniels .1 r. & 
wife irst official anniversary.
This Anniversary Appreciation service will take place on
Sunday, October 19, 1997, at 3:30 PM at Daniels 
Memorial C.O.G.I.C.
located at 1234 NF. Killingsworth St., on the corner of NF. 
I3th& Killingsworh.
They welcome you the public to come & hear the Word of God, receive 
abundance of
Blessings & Fellowship with the Daniels Memorial family.
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