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Editorial articles do not necessarily
reflect or represent the views of
The Portland Observer

Attention Readers!
Please take a minute tosend us your comments. We’re always trying togive you
a better paper and we can’t do it without your help. Tell us what you like and
whatneedsimprovement... any suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. We
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take criticism well! Get your powerful pens out NOW and address your letters
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Lettertothe Editor

Do we have a problem in Oregon
with our Judicial system? Do attor-
neys and judges investigate com-
plaints against themselves ad-
equately? The Oregon Judicial Fit-
ness Commission sends aform letter
in response to a complaint against a
judge saying investigations are con-
fidential and 99% cleared.

What profession is 9% night?

If you've experienced problems
with justice in Oregon, perhaps you'd
like to join us. We think the Oregon
Bar is the source of the problems in
our judicial system. The Bar has a
monopoly including control of the
Professional Liability Fund from
which damages can be paid. Inshort,

This Way for Black Empowerment

By Dr. LENora FuLani
hat The “Get-Tough-On-
Crime” Wave Got Us
Several states have plans to build
new prisons called “‘super-max” pris-
ons -- short for super maximum secu-
rity. Advocates for these new and
expensive jails tout them as a break-
through in protecting society from
the most hardened criminals. The
super-max prisons lock down inmates
23 hours a day, strip search them on
the way to one hour of recreation,
deny them TV, books and newspa-
pers and any contact with the outside
world. These horror chambers are the
latest product being sold to the Amen-
can public by one of the country’s
fastest growing and most aggressive
industries -- the prison industry.
The prison industry -- which em-
ploys more full time workers than any
Fortune 500 company except General
Motors -- has ahugely powerful lobby
and the support of politicians who
want to prove to the public that they
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are tough on crime. The super-max
prison building programis aboom for
the prison industry, but not for the
public whichis being drastically mis-
led and misinformed about the state
of crime in Americaand the options of
how to respond.

Much of the public pressure
for the super-max prisons -- which
in states like Illinois will cost
$140,000 per bed to build, more
than the cost of the average house

- comes from reports that vio-
lence inside prisons is on the rise.
Assaults between prisoners and
by prisoners against guards have
increased over the last 10 years,
and corrections guards are lob-
bying for greater protection for
themselves. Some criminologists
dispute these reports as “over-
blown,” but a closer look at the
pattern of violence inside the
prisons sheds light on how the
prison lobby has been able to win
support for these grossly expen-
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sive and inhumane projects.

Since 1980 the prison population
in Americahas tripled. The get-tough
on-crime wave which created manda-
tory sentencing, three strikes you're
out, and no opportunity for parole
filled the prisons with mainly non-
violent,drug offenders. Sixty-five per-
cent of the prison population -- now
estimated at close to a million and a
half, the highest of any western in-
dustrialized democracy -- are non-
violent offenders.

Consequently, if violence 1s
on the rise inside the prison sys-
tem, it must be the case that the
prison system itself is making
inmates violent. To then consign
those prisoners to the new su-
per-max system means that we
have created a prison system
within our prison system, an infi-
nite regress of cruel and unusual
punishment.

Some proponents of the su-
per-max system, including politi-
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cians like Congressman Bob
McCollum of Florida, chairman of
the House Subcommittee on
Crime, argue that the super-max
system is needed to contain the
“super-bad” criminal -- those
who cannot be rehabilitated.
While it may be true that some
prisoners are so angry, sO men-
tally ill and so imbalanced that it
is questionable whether they
could re-enter society, the broad
issue of rehabilitation is really
the issue of whether or not we
believe that people can change. |
believe they can. People some-
time do dreadful things. I don’t
think it follows that they will al-
ways do dreadful things.

We have got to refocus and rein-
vest in rehabilitation. If we don’t
we will be trapped in an endless
cycle of crime, incarceration, vio-
lence and more brutal punishment
--all atextreme financial and human
cost to our country.
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A. Phillip Randolph, Labor Leader Extraordinary
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D M T -Scnd your ictters to the Editor to: |
Editor, PO Box 3137, Portland, OIE 97208 i J

they not only make the rules, but pass
judgment on their mistakes.

Tocorrect this situation we believe
ajudicial council of elected lay people,
2 from each Legislative District, re-
place the present system and investi-
gate complaints against judges and
attorneys and decide who is right or
wrong and what damages should be
paid. All findings would be made pub-
lic.

Testifying before the Legislative
Judicial Committee accomplishes ab-
solutely nothing, sad to say. Giving
Oregonians the opportunity to decide
for themselves how to make justice
more just in Oregon seems the ~nly
way to go, which, of course, means a
BallotMeasure.

Sincerely,

Helen Solem

Reform Party-Oregon, Court
Watch

POBox 58

Vemonia, OR 97064

5034298400

Lettertothe Editor

Thank you for informing the public
of MHRC’s Community Dialogue on
Apology to Black Americans for Sla-
very. However, your header for our
releasereads: Apology for Slavery De-
bated. MHRC’ s Community Dialouges
on Race Relations are notaplatform for
debate. We facilitate opportunities for
the community to openly and honestly
address the issue of race — to work
together toward mutual understand-
ing and respect.

The Metropolitan Human Rights
Center appreciates your long tenure of

service to our community.

Lee Nation's Chief
Civil Rights Enforcer

Presldcm Clinton has settled
on a Chinese-American pub-
lic interest lawyer to become the
nation’s chief civil rights enforcer.

But that seemingly harmless
choice is drawing fire from some con-
servatives who plan to oppose Bill
Lann Lee's nomination unless he dis-
avows the ‘'radical and activist
course’’ pursued by his predeces-
sor.

Both Lee and Deval Patrick, the
previous civil rights chief, cut their
legal teeth at the NAACP Legal De-
fense and Educational Fund, which s
disliked by conservatives for its un-
yielding support of affirmative ac-
tion,

Lee is the group's Western re-
gional counsel, based in Los Ange-
les.

“The fact that Clinton has once
again gone to the same well to pick a
nominee sets off alarm bells,”" said
Clint Bolick, director of litigation at
the conservative, Washington-based
Institute for Justice.

Bolick said the NAACP is out of
sync withmost Americans’ views on
civil rights and that Lee - who will
oversee a shop of 250 lawyers - must
pledge to pursue a less strident
course than Patrick or face opposi-
tion.

“When you have this kind of
power at your fingertips, it's very

important to have someone who is a
law enforcement official and not an
activistideologue,” " said Bolick, who
rallied opposition to Lani Guinier,
Clinton’s initial choice for the postin
1993. Her nomination waseventually
withdrawn and the Senate later con-
firmed Patrick for the position.

But Lee’'s defenders - who in-
clude racially mixed civil rights
groups, Democratic and Republi-
can politicians, and Clinton - say
his 20-plus-year record speaks for
itself.

Lee's successes include a 1985
lawsuit that won housing for resi-
dents displaced by Los Angeles
highway construction, a 1987 case
against the Lucky Stores super-
market chain that removed barriers
to the hiring and promotion of
women and minorities and a 1991
case that led California to expand
efforts to screen poor children for
lead poisoning.

herefore, sleeping accommo

dations had to be provided, at
least for those who could afford the
comfortofa ‘pullman car’ rather than
a ‘chair car.” The amenities of this
mode of travel were attended to by a
cadre of thousands of black “pullman
porters” who, initially, were poorly
paid and mostly dependent upon tips.
Butmany thousands of black families
were supported by their earnings.
Enter A. Phillip Randolph.

As might be expected, orga-
nizing these workers to better
their condition was a most diffi-
cult task. The Pullman Company
was a formidable foe, capable of
the most extreme tactics, includ-
ing lockouts and violence by
hired goons. But strong, commit-
ted black men hung tough during
these times of extreme racism.
When, unlike today, you did not
run out and get a part-time job
until the strike was over. “Eye-
witness: The Negro In American
History” characterizes the great
union leader.

“A tall, scholarly man, Randolph
was respected for his knowledge of
history and economics as well as his

abilities as an editor and public
speaker. He rejected all efforts of the
employers to frighten or to bribe him
and soon won pay increases for his
8000 members. His union became part
of the AFL and Randolph became the
first "Negro’ to hold a seat on its
executive board, a position he used
to prod unions who discriminated
againstminorities.”
Iln the late 1930’s blacks bit
erly protested their exclu-
sion from the nation’s defense
industries as World War II ap-
proached. The please of black
leaders for full participation in
the workforce were ignored until
A. Phillip Randolph called for a
“March on Washington: the Ad-
ministration will never give Afri-
can Americans justice until they
see masses - thousands of blacks
on the White House Lawn.” Four
days before the march was to
begin Randolph and other lead-
ers were invited to the White
House to meet with the President
and his Cabinet.
“On June 25, 1942, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Ex-
ecutive Order 8802 banning dis-

crimination in all plants working
on National Defense Contracts...
for the first time since the Eman-
cipation Proclamation, a president
of the United States had issued
an order protecting the rights of
African American.”

But A. Phillip Randolph was
not through. To dramatize their
demand for equality once again,
civil rights leaders planned a gi-
gantic march on Washington for
August 28, 1963, inspired by
Randolph, now age 75. Blacks
came by the hundreds of thou-
sands, Martin Luther King's
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, Roy Wilkin's
NAACP, James Farmers CORE,
Whitney Young’s Urban League,
and John Lewis' Student Non-
Violent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC).

And the great crowd listened
to Dr. King’s famous I have a
dream” speech. There is still a
dream to be fulfilled for African
Americans, but surely it has been
keptalive toalarge extent by the
efforts of that extraordinary union
leader, A. Phillip Randolph.

Civil Rights Journal

More Police Brutality

By BERNICE POWELL JACKSON
hey call it the blue wall of
silence. It’s the code of si-

lence which police officers use to
protect their own, even when they
know that the officer is wrong -- some-
times dead wrong. Maybe this time
the wall of silence will be pierced and
justice will be done.

You've undoubtedly heard about
the case of Abner Louima, the Haitian
man who was so brutalized by New
York police officers after he was ar-
rested outside a nightclub that even
Mayor Giuliani and Police Commis-
sioner Safir have spoken words of
outrage and have taken action. It
seems that Mr. Louima, who was try-
ing to break up a fight outside the
nightclub, was beat up in the police
car on the way to the precinct and
then taken to a bathroom in the sta-
tion house where a toilet plunger
handle was driven so far into this
rectum that it punctured his small
intestine and damaged his bladder.
The officers thentook the handle and
drove it into his mouth so hard it
broke his teeth.

I can only imagine how painful and
how humiliating such actions must
have been for Mr. Louima. I canonly
imagine how loud he musthave yelled
in the midst of this pain. I can’t imag-
ine how no one -- not one -- officer
took action to stop this sick and bru-
tal display of force. I can’t imagine
how anyone in the station house that

night did not know that something
very wrong was happening. And then,
I can’t imagine how police officers
could allow this critically injured man
to wait some 90 minutes before allow-
ing him to be taken to the hospital.

The irony of all this is that as
serious as these injuries -- both physi-
cal and psychological -- must be for
Mr. Louima, atleasthe is still alive. At
least his family members can help
nurse him back to health and can
enjoy his companionship and love.
Thatis not true for some other victims
of New York police brutality and itis
strange that it took this sadistic,
shocking attack with its sexual un-
dertones to provoke a response from
New York city’s mayor and police
commissioner.

New York Times columnist Bob
Herbert, who has been writing exten-
sively about police brutality, particu-
larly in New York City, recently listed
several New Yorkers killed while in
police department custody, often for
minor infractions of the law. It ap-
pears that these cases have been on
the rise during the Giuliani adminis-
tration, which seems to have given
the police department free reign as
long as crime has dropped. Indeed,
there are some reports that police
officers said to Mr. Louima that the
Dinkins days are over and the Giuliani
days are here.

Butmake no mistake about it. New
York City is not the only place that

experiences police brutality. Even tiny
East Haven, CT recently found itself
immersed in a case of questionable
police action, after a young man was
killed by police.

And police officers are not the
only law enforcement officials who
brutalize citizens. Video cameras re-
cently caught Texas prison guards
Missouri and Oklahoma justafter their
arrival in their custody. Most brutal-
ity in prisons is never caught on
videotape and never shown on the
nightly news.

It is also true that most law en-
forcement officials never engage in
brutality. But as long as they stay
silent, they, too, must bear some of
the burden of responsibility.

Police brutality is wrong mor-
ally and wrong fiscally. As mil-
lions of taxpayer dollars are be-
ing spent in settling law suits
across the country, you'd think
more citizens would be outraged
at this misuse of government
funds. As long as we, the public,
remain silent, we, too, must bear
some of the responsibility.

A nation which condones law
enforcement brutality as the price
for lower crime rates is in danger
of heading toward the establish-
ment of a police state. After all,
they didn’t have much crime in
the apartheld days of South Af-
rica.
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