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This is a good time to talk about
an important element to help chil-
dren succeed in school. That ele-
ment is expectation; it exerts a
tremendous influence on what kids
are able to achieve in school. Take
a wide walk around a rich field of
research and you'll see that schools
can improve student learning when
they urge teachers and students to
set their sights high—and mean it.

This
School Year,
Expect

the Best

high performance—low ability
equals low performance. And, like
the color of our eyes and skin,
that's what it is, and that’s that. But
in many other countries, hard work
and effort are believed to be what
makes the difference in academic
achievement. High expectations for
all govern the approach, and if kids
aren’t succeeding, it's not because
they’re not smart enough to do it,

Children’s rights signed into law

Governor puts pen to law protecting children at home

Gov. John Kitzhabor has signed
into law three landmark bills from
the 1997 Legislature that stress the
rights of children to a safe home and
provide more timely help to young-
sters who have been abused and ne-
_;'.|L'L'IL‘\1

This is the first time that certain
children’s rights have been spelled
out in state law

Senate Bill 689 is known as the
“Best Interest of the Child™ bill. It
prov ides a consistent framework for
the judicial and child protection sys-
tems to determine whether a child

dependent on the state for care
should be in state custody, be re-
turned home or be placed perma-
nently with another family
“Oregon 1S on record today as
saying that children are our top pri-
" said Gov. Kitzhaber. “We've
‘s not all

ority
1ssued that wake-up call: It
right to mistreat our children. Nor 1s
it acceptable to let them bounce in
We must
protect them while working hard to

and out of state custody

strengthen their troubled families.”
T'he new law requires courts and
the State Office for Services to Chil-

dren and Families (SCF) to respond
to a child’s needs within the child’s
sense of time. Until now decisions
about whether a child should be-
come a ward of the state, return
home or be permanently placed else-
where were made on atimeline serv-
ing adults involved in the process,
including judges, parents, and child
welfare workers

Under the new law, a child either
will be safely back home or well
along the road to adoption or perma-
nent guardianship within 15 months

of being identified as needing state

protection. Currently, Oregon chil-
dren spend an average of more than
30 months in the state system be-
fore adoption

“This legislation puts a clear
timeframe around our goal of help-
ing children stay safely with their
own families or placing them with
another safe, stable family,” said
Kay Toran, director of SCF,
Oregon's child welfare agency. “SCF
and parents must work diligently in
the first 12 months to turn around an
abusive home situation or see that
the child finds a safe home.”
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most often they don’t. students is all that’s needed for stu- Former National Football

Just as students’ belief in them-  dents to succeed. In the carrying league tightend Bob Adams &
selves can translate to low or high out of any school day, teaching and meets with kids at the
performance, teacher beliefs and learning is an enormously complex Clackamas Town Center
h-._-huvinr.\ toward sludcpls can  process. While Ia]l students can where he was endorsing the 5
affect how students perform in learn, the ;cuchlng uml.lcarmng book "New Slant on Life."
school. Research shows changes in  process indeed varies. As
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On the first day of school each
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I'he Community Energy Project
will be holding a free water conser-

vation workshop.

Find out how to save money on
your water, sewer, and plumbing
bills. All participants will receive a
free water conservation kit worth
$25. These materials can help you
save $80 or more per year on your

OFFERED FOR BACK-TO-SCHOOL

More than ever, children depend on a healthy visual system and good eye health for devel pment of

water-sewer bill

l'opics include: understanding a

HONORS AND
ENCOURAGES DIVERSITY

water-sewer bill, detecting water
leaks, repairing leaky faucets and
toilets and using water conservation it

essential learning skills such as reading and writing
As a community service, Pacific University College of Optometry Eye and Vision Centers and affiliate

materials. To register, P|Uil‘*t' call Kaiser Permanente is enriched by the contributions of clinics, provide free vision screenings for infants, pre-schoolers, school-age children, and adults. Al-

though screenings do not take the place of a complete vision exam, they do provide important informa-
information key in identifying and treating
the vision and eye health problems of children. Eye doctors stress the importance of regular vision care

the Community Energy project at
284-6827.

individuals from a wide variety of backgrounds. We're enhancing our tion about visual clarity, eye health, and eye coordination
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orkforce to better reflect the peopl e prior to or early in the school year to detect and treat vision problems before children fall behind in

College prep institute
talks with students

Incoming high school seniors who
are interested in attending college are
invited to take part in the Senior PLUS
Institute, which will take place Aug. 27-
28 at Portland State University.

The Institute, sponsored by Educa-
tional Talent Search/Project Plus takes
place from 9 am. to 3 p.m. each day in
the auditorium of Shattuck Hall, 1914
SW Park Ave.

3 & their school work
To review current ](‘b openings, come hy our Emplﬂyt'mt‘rlt Office, 500 Our free vision screenings take about 30 minutes and do not cause discomfort. Screenings may be
NE Multnomah St., (use first Floor, Grand Avenue entrance) Portland, OR scheduled during evenings, weekends and regular business hours. Interpreter services can be arranged
upon request. We also provide vision screenings for schools, businesses, and community organizations

To schedule an appointment and for more information about other vision care services, please call

NING AND WEEKEND HOURS

97232. Or, call (503) 813-4700. Before being considered as an applicant,

NEW EVE

candidates are required to complete an on-line application. On-line

applications accepted M-F, Bam - 3:30pm

PACIFIC UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY EVE & VISION CENTERS
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