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Minority Business: Where are our buffalo?
B> Prof McKinley Burt

A recent CNN television news spe
cial featured a broadly smiling native 
American gesturing toward the wide 
picture window o f  his expensively but 
tastefully appointed office; T h e  buffalo 
are back”, he exclaimed as the camera 
panned across a never-ending vista o f  
new homes, apartment complexes, shops 
and offices (m anufacturing w as in a 
different zone).

And last w eek’s com m ent on the 
“Million Man M arch’has produced quite 
a bit ofdiscu&sion ("where are the returns 
on that big investment o f  social capi
tal?”) in fact, enough questions have 
been raised to spark an updated exam i
nation o f  that entire process we have 
labeled Minority Business Enterprise or 
the colloquial Black Economics What 
was the agenda? Did one exist?

W ashington, D.C. economists have 
announced that A merica’s black popu
lation (12% ) will spend “450 billion 
dollars" in the nation's 1997 m arket
place. But, dare we look for the return o f  
our buffalo” The last time African 

Americans were excited by revelations 
o f  their tremendous purchasing power 
(1949-50), the principal thing that hap
pened was that a class o f  black entrepre
neurs called "black market m en” used 
these statistics to convince the nation’s

manufacturers o f  consum er goods to 
advertise in their publications: "W e rep
resent a captive, loyal market Try us.”

I, was in vain that those o f  the self- 
help. own-your-future group sought to 
persuade the ‘market m en’ to divert 
so tn eo f their economic action and talent 
to building inner-city enterprise -  as

som e o f  the African American talent 
capable o f  operating enterprises o f  am  
size But there has to be a structure at the 
base o f  the pyramid

Dr. William A Brown: In the fashion 
o f ’ lm hoteps." who 4600 y ears ago was 
Chief Architect and “Step Pyramid 
builder for African King Zoser . this ar

billions of dollars o f  data processing 
equipment for the U S Air Force The 
magnitude o f  his financial responsibili
ties parallel that ofthe tenth-century B.C. 
Egyptian “ V izers o fthe  Budget" for the 
Budget" for the "Tem ple Endowment 
Funds"

Dr. shirley Ann Jackson is a world-

Dr Walter E. Massey: As director o f  
American’s most prestigious research 
facility, Argonne National Laboratories, 
Chicago, III, Dr Massey supervises the 
work o f  hundreds o f  the nation's best 
physicists, mathematicians and engi
neers.

Dr Ron McNair: This young Black

’College graduates were being captured by the market men for exploiting the 
ghetto for the tobacco companies, the distilleries and auto manufacturers.’

opposed to siphoning the resources o f  
the black community for the benefit o f  
others. A nd to make things worse, the 
new generation o f  smart y oung black 
college graduates ( first in their families) 
were being ‘captured’ by the market 
men for exploiting the ghetto for the 
tobacco companies, the distilleries and 
auto manufacturers.

Perceiving their opportunity, new 
waves o f  immigrants descended upon 
A m erica’s inner-cities, providing the 
services blacks would not provide for 
themselves. Next week we w ill continue 
our inquiry into "w hether our buffalo 
will return" but let us finish here by citing

chitect isresponsible forall U.S. Airforce 
facility design and construction around 
the world. A specialist in mathematical 
criteria in buildingstandards, Dr. Brown 
heads a staff at the Pentagon.

Patricia Davis, C P A./MBA: Math
em atics and Statistics m ajor from 
Stanford, she is vice president and head 
o f  Bank o f  A m erica's world Banking 
D ivision 's Financial Service Group 
( 1980). The job  is exactly the same as 
that o f  "C hief Minster o f  Finance” to 
Pharaohs o f the Middle Dynasties o f 
Egy ptian ancient Africa.

Brigadier General David M. Hall: A 
logistics mathematician, he manages

renowned physicist w ho was the first 
Black female to get a Ph.D at the Massa
chusetts Institute o f  Technology Advo
cate ofm  inority education she serves.. .on 
theschool’sBoardofTrustees. Dr. Jack- 
son now specializes in solidrcondensed 
state physics. Now a researcher for the 
Bell Systems Labs, she uses computers, 
imagination and sophisticated mathemat
ics to explain the behavior o f  physical 
systems on the microscopic level, she 
has also been associated with the Farmi 
National Accelerator Laboratory, and 
has served as a visiting scientist at the 
European Organization For Nuclear 
Research.

Astronaut and expert in satellite-to-sat- 
ellite communications is also interna
tionally respected in the field o f  naviga
tional systems. Dr. McNair, and experi
enced pi lot, has des igned-i n vented many 
ofthe devices used in space exploration.

Newell, Virginia K.: this Black fe
male mathematician is the principal edi
tor ofthe first book o f  its kind in the field; 
Black Mathmeticians and their Works. 
N Y. Charles Scripners, 1972.

Dr Charles Reynolds: A professional 
engineer, he supervises 40 other engi
neers at the Westinghouse DefenseCen- 
ter in Baltimore. M D Dr. Reynolds field 
is that o f  Logical Systems mathematics

and Design.
Shum ey. Robert: Fhegift for innova

tion design has enabled this physicist to 
develop many o f  the devices that have 
made m anned' space travel possible. 
Some o f  Dr. Shum ey’s specific contri
butions have been the tires for the ‘ Moon 
Buggy,” and the Solar A ir fubes ’ for the 
Space Shuttle.

Dr John Slaughter: this former Aca
demic Vice-President o f  Washington 
State University was confirmed in 19 8 1 
as ‘Director o f  the National Science 
Foundation.’ This appointment as head 
o f  what may ... be Am erica's most im
portant government agency caps a most 
illustriouscareer. Dr. Slaughterwas 1965 
"Scientist ofthe Y ear.'and. presently, is 
editor o f ih e  International Journal o f  
Computers and Electrical Engineering.

Dr. Wynetta Spencer: A mathemati
cian and design engineer at the Los 
Alamos Scientific Laboratory in New 
Mexico, she has held a num berof impor
tant positions at this center for nuclear 
research.

Dr. William Wiley: Highly recog- 
n ized as aconsu Itant, th is statistical chem
ist is Director o f  Research for the Pacific 
Northwest laboratories o f  the Battelle 
memorial Institute. The facility is a divi
sion ofthe nation ' s most highly respected 
scientific consulting firm.

Aid helps
Vancouver

workers
Nafta trade act gives 

some relief to
displaced employees

The U .S. D epartm ent o f  L abor 
has c e r tif ie d  a p p ro x im a te ly  373 
w orkers at B oise C ascade C orp .. 
P a p e r  D iv is io n , in V a n c o u v e r ,  
W ash., as e lig ib le  to app ly  fo r assis
tance and benefits under the T rade 
Act o f  1974 and under the N orth 
A m erican  Free T rad e  A g reem en t 
(N A F T A ) tran sitiona l ad ju s tm en t 
assistance (T A A ) program .

W orkers at the com pany  produced  
paper products.

The Labor D epartm ent found  the 
c o m p a n y ’s m a jo r  c u s to m e rs  in 
creased  their re liance on im ported  
paper products con tribu ted  s ig n ifi
can tly  to  the deci ine in sales, p ro d u c 
tion and em p loym en t at B oise C as
cade C orp., Paper D ivision , in V an
couver, W ash B oise C ascad e ’s Pa
p e r  D iv is io n  in V a n c o u v e r  has 
closed.

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  L a b o r  
D e p a r tm e n t’s c e r t i f ic a t io n s , th e  
w orkers are elig ib le  to apply  fo r TAA 
benefits  and  N A F T A -T A A  ass is
tance if  they w ere laid o f f  a fte r  S ep
tem ber 9, 1995.

T he transitional ad ju s tm en t ass is
tance program  is au tho rized  by the 
N orth A m erican Free T rade  A gree
m ent Im plem entation  Act.

T he p rogram  becam e effec tive  
Jan. 1 ,1994, and co v ers  w o rk ers  laid 
o f f  o r forced to w ork p a rt-tim e  be
cause  o f  increased  im ports from  
M exico or C anada o r sh ifts  in p ro 
duction  to those countries.

U nder the program  a g ro u p  o f  
th ree o r m ore em ployees w ho  be
lieve they are affec ted  by im ports 
from  M exico or C anada can petition  
the governo r o f  the ir state fo r ass is
tance.

A union o r com pany  o ffic ia l, o r 
an au thorized  com m un ity -based  o r
gan iza tion , also  can petition  on be
h a lf  o f  a f irm 's  w orkers.

Petitions are ava ilab le  from  state 
em ploym ent serv ice offices o r o th er 
o ffic ia ls  designated  by the governor. 
B ased on the petitions, the L abor 
D epartm ent investigates to confirm  
w hether w orkers w ere adverse ly  a f
fected by increased M exican o r C a
nadian  im ports o r by tran sfe r o f  p ro 
duction  to  those countries.

A fter they are certified  e lig ib le , 
w orkers m ay apply  for benefits at a 
sta te  em ploym ent serv ice office.

T he w orkers m ay receive a broad 
range o f  reem ploym ent and re tra in 
ing services, including career co u n 
seling , jo b  p lacem ent assistance, jo b  
search  and relocation  allow ances, 
incom e support d u ring  long-term  
train ing, and support serv ices such 
as ch ild  care and transporta tion  a s 
sistance.

B enefits arc adm inistered  by the 
W ashing ton  S tate D ep artm en t o f  
E m ploym ent S ecurity  w ith funds 
provided by the federal governm en t.

Good In The Hood
Young and old alike always enjoy the annual multicultural music and food festival Good 
in the Hood, scheduled Friday, June 27 through Sunday, June 29, at holy Redeemer 
Area School. Last year, young people (above) celebrate the festival with a message and 
kick-off parade.

Marchers
T h e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  N a tio n a l 

N ig h t O ut m archers in the S ta r
ligh t parade  m arks the first o f  a 
nu m b er o f  crim e p reven tion  ac tiv i
ties this sum m er.

A lw ays the first T uesday  in  A u 
gust, th is y e a r’s N ational N igh t 
O u t ce leb ra tion  is A ug. 5. O n this 
n igh t, n e ighbo rhoods in O regon  
and  na tionw ide  w ill ho ld  b lock

Kick-off NNO Activities
parties to  boost ne ighbo rhood  spirit 
and streng then  com m un ity  police 
pa rtn e rsh ip s.

P eople  are  encou raged  to lock 
their doors , leave their po rch  lights 
on, and  spend  the n igh t ou ts ide  get
ting  to know  their neighbors. A s a 
sponso r o f  N ational N igh  O ut, PG E 
w ill donate  do o r p rizes for the a re a ’s 
b lock  parties.

A N ational N igh t O u t K ick -o ff 
party  in dow n tow n  P o rtlan d ’s P io 
neer C ourthouse  S quare w ill p re 
cede the m ain  even t on M onday , 
Ju ly  21.

For m ore in fo rm ation  how  to 
organ ize  a b lo ck  party , con tac t the 
C ity  o f  P ortland  O ffice o f  N eigh 
b o rhood  A ssocia tion  a t (503 ) 823- 
4519 .

Tri-Met unveils future fleet
A ir cond ition ing  and  low  floor 

buses com ing  to  a bus stop near you
T ri-M et G enera l M anager T om  

W alsh , a long  w ith  tw o  custom ers 
w ith  disabilities, today  dem onstrated  
the new  fleet o f  the fu ture  -  low  floor 
buses. T hese buses a llow  faster and 
easie r board ing  for all passengers. 
W alsh  added  that T ri-M et p lans to 
include a ir con d itio n in g  for all new  
buses o rdered , and  that all ex is ting  
M A X  light rail tra ins w ill be re tro 
fitted  fo r a ir cond ition ing . T he T ri- 
M et B oard  o f  D irec to rs w ill vote on 
the m ater at its June 25 m eeting.

“O ur goal is to  p rov ide  quality  
serv ice for all o f  ou r cu stom ers ,” 
W alsh  said. “T h is includes having 
reliab le  accessib le  serv ice, as w ell as 
a ir cond ition ing  for ou r passengers. 
W e believe  that add ing  these fea
tu res w ill help to  keep  o u r cu stom 
ers, as w ell as a ttrac t new  o nes.”

T ri-M et is now  operating  a low  
floor bus for three w eeks on  Line 15- 
N W  23rd/M t. T abor. B C  T ransit in 
C anada loaned  T ri-M et the use o f  
the bus to  fam iliarize  custom ers, 
opera to rs  and  m ain tenance  crew s 
abou t the new  bus. T his fall, T ri-M et

w ill receive its first o rder o f  low  
floo r buses -  22 in total. A dd ition 
ally , 65 h igh  floo r buses w ill also  be 
de livered  this fall.

A ll new  buses, includ ing  the 87 
being  d e liv ered  this fall, w ill in
clude  a ir cond ition ing . W alsh  is also 
com m itted  to  re tro fitting  the 26 ex 
isting M A X  light rail cars w ith air 
cond ition ing . I t’s estim ated  that re t
ro fitting  each  M A X  car w ill cost 
a ro u n d  $1 4 0 ,0 0 0 , and  sh o u ld  be 
com plete  by the tim e W estside M A X  
opens in S ep tem ber 1998.
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A brcathleSS chase through the Pacific 
Northwest and into Alaska, Craig Holden's T f lC  L i  

S c in C tU d r y  is the story o f a young man on the n  

from religious cultists, m ilitia groups, the ATF-and h 

own tortured soul. Both a heart-pOUlldiilg 
thriller and a harrowing human drama, it is 

suspense fiction at its very best.

row i l l s
B O O K S
(h  er I M illion  

I yell A \ i n  Hooks
1005  W Burnside, 

downtown Portlond 

503 778 4651

New  Farm ers M a rk e t opens
A new  farm ers ' m arket opens th is w eek  on P ioneer C ou rthouse  Square, 

dow ntow n. Y o u ' II find s traw berries, raspberries, salad  fix ings, w ild m u sh 
room s, herbs, sm oked  salm on and oysters, lam b, b reads and vegetab les o f  
all k inds from 40  o f  O regon 's  best farm ers each  W ednesday  from  11 a.m . 
to 3 p .m . This w e e k ’s c h e f  dem onstra tion  is by D avid M achado  o f  Pazzo 
R istoran te . M eet O re g o n 's  farm ers face to  face at the Portland Farm ers' 
M arket at P ioneer C o u rthouse  Square.

Friday, done 27-f-h c-iopisi 
Safvrd^y, done 2̂ -f-h 12-iopm 
Sunday, done IZ-6f>i»i

SATURDAY, JUNE 28

Main Stage
FRIDAY, JUNE 27
6 :30 -6 :45  Opening Ceremony 
7 :00 -1 0  0 0  Bob Miller's

Almost All-Star Band

12:00 -1 :00 Boka Marimba
1:30-2 :30 Tail Jazz
3 :00 -4 :00 la Mayor Orchestra
4 :30 -5 :30 OboAddy
6 :00 -7 :0 0 Chemistry
7 :30 -8 :30 Tamara Stevens and the 

Solid Rock Speech Choir
9 :00 -1 0 :00 Soul Vacdnation

SUNDAY, JUNE 29
12:00 -1 :00 Jimi and the Blues Masters 

with Myrtle Brown
1:30 -2 :30 The Michael Allen Harrison 

Quartet
3 :00 -4 :00 Norman Sylvester Band
4 :30 -5 :30 Swingline Cubs with 

Julianne Johnson

Special 
Kick O ff  Event
Thursday, June 26 from 

5 p.m. to 1 a.m.

McMENAMINS
on Broadway, 1504 NE Broadway

Nii A rdey A llo tey
6 to  7 p.m.

Skip Elliot and Friends 
with Deborah Lee

7-11 p.m.
50 percent ot the evening s revenue v ilg o  to support 

the Good in the Hoodevent'

GOOD IN THE HOOD
PARADE

Blazer Boys 0> G irls C lub 5 30 pm  Friday, June 27

Multicultural Stage
SATURDAY, JUNE 28
12:30-1  0 0  Judy Marsh Dancers

1 3 0 -2  0 0  The Molly Malone Irish Dancers

2  3 0 -3 :0 0  Youth Olympian Wrestling
Exhibition with Roy Pittman 

4 :0 0 -4 :3 0  Filipino-American Friendship Club

5  3 0 -6  0 0  Brazilian-African Martial Arts
(Gupo de Capoeira Regional 
do Brasil,

6  3 0 -7  0 0  Kapakhi Brothers -
Hawaiian Music and Hula

SUNDAY, JUNE 29
1 00-1  3 0  Northwest Inupiaq Dancers

2  3 0 -3  3 0  los Tres Amigos (Mariachis)
Estella and Alberto

4 0 0 -4  3 0  The Mein Tribe Dance Group 
(Laotian,

5 :30 -6  0 0  Shoe Hom (Tap Dancer and 
Saxophonist)

K < 4 s  S p a c e

Saturday, June 28, 
and Sunday, June 29 
12:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.

Crafts a Reptile Exhibit 
Face Painter a Jammln' Children's Band 

Hawaiian Dancen •  Ukrainian Egg Painter
Plus lots morel

ETHNIC
MARKETPLACE

Handmade Arts &> Crafts

Special Attraction
The Buffalo Soldiers

Holy Redeemer Area School
127 porf lg«4 - 2X5-5175

Admission; Families $5.00, Adults $3.00, Children $1.00
Please note Times and entertainers are subject to change 

Sponsored by the Neighborhood Outreach Association and our fnends from

FannieMae
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