URBAN PICKS

By Jacqueline Mitchell

Packed

With Power,
Personality
and Versatility.

Back in the day, this was a no

brainer. What's the best minivan
to purchase? Chrysler, of course,
was the immediate reply. In the
1980s, no one else made them.
Sure, GM, Ford and Tovorta rolled out competing versions, but those
minivans were no-match for the market leader. Families replacing
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turned to the funcrional and pracrical Chrysler minivan. Surely
Chrysler had nothing to fear.

l ”[]l now,

As the decade winds to a close, automakers are taking another
shot at the minivan market, and this tume several have landed closer
to the mark. The new generation minivans are packaged in sleck
bodies loaded with power, personality and versarility. The ride is
smooth, comfortable and more car-like. Safety features abound,
taking into account that children are the likely cargo in these ve
hicles. And the minivans are easy to park and nimbly maneuver
wround slower drivers.

Chrysler minivans, cerrainly, are of all of this and more. Burt so
are GM’s all-new family of minivans: The Pontac Trans Sport
Chevrolet Venture, Oldsmobile Silhouette. AAOW editors selected
GM’s redesigried trio of minivans as our Top Urban Pick because
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Dodge Caravan and the Plymouth Voyager and upscale cousin,
Chrysler Town and Country.

Both GM and Chrysler offer the npt:.un.tl Jidmt_: door on the
driver’s side, a very useful fearure thar earned high marks from AAOW
editors. No other minivan offers that feature, including Ford’s
Windstar, another favorite. The GM minivan’s are a tad longer than
Chrysler’s, and a little narrower.

Meanwhile, the import makers continue to take stabs at the
minivan market. The Honda Odyssey is worth a look. It functions
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[oyora, it will roll our its Sienna minivan, a replacemenr for the
Previa, in the 1998 model year.

Top Urban Pick:
Pontiac Trans Sport,
Chevrolet Venture,

Oldsmobile Silhouctte

THE MITSUBISHI ECLIPSE

There's No
Getting Around It.

The 1997 Mitsubishi Eclipse Turbos are fast. Really fast. Of course,
that's no surprise, thanks to the most powerful engine in its class
Backed by the athietic handling of 4-wheel independent multi-link
suspension and speed-sensitive power steering. According to Motor
Trend, they “tear apart most other sport coupes limb by limb." And

with 140-horsepower non-turbo models
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starting at just *15,560, even our most " ECLIPSE

affordable Eclipse is hard to passup. Built For Living.
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