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BRIEFS
Jury deliberating  

M e s a ’s fa te
The fate of Cleveland Indians 

closer Jose Mesa, who stands ac­
cused of rape, is in the hands of a 
j ury Tue sday. A Cuy ohoga Cou n ty 
(Ohio) jury of seven women and 
five men was given the case late 
Tuesday morning, one day after 
Judge Thomas Curran ruled that 
the panel may consider a lesser 
charge of gross sexual imposi­
tion.

NBA denies  
point-shaving

The NBA this week blasted the 
credibility of a newly-published 
book about the Detroit Pistons 
1989-90 championship team, de­
nying the allegationsof point shav­
ing hinted by the authors. The 
book, "Money Players”, claims 
some members of the Pistons were 
concerned about a point-shaving 
problem because two team mem­
bers, Isiah Thomas and James 
Edwards, were losing large sums 
to gamblers that had ties to orga­
nized crime.

Hornets a c tiva te  
M ason

Charlotte Hornets forward An­
thony Mason, who missed seven 
Raines with a partially torn ten­
don in his right foot, was acti­
vated from the injured list, the 
team announced. The team 's lead­
ing rebounder and second-lead­
ing scorer and playmaker, Mason 
had not played since March 21st 
with a torn plantar fascia tendon 
in his right foot, which runs from 
heel to toes beneath the arch.

Stiebing named New  
Orleans hoops coach

As expected, the University of 
New Orleans Tuesday named Joey 
Stiebing as its new head basket­
ball coach. The 34 -year-o ld  
Stiebing has been an assistant for 
the past seven season at New Or­
leans, the last three under Tic 
Price, who left New Orleans to 
take the top post at the University 
of Memphis two weeks ago.

Taylor skips ahead
University of Michigan forward 

Maurice Taylor reportedly has de­
cided to skip his senior season and 
enter the NBA draft. The Detroit 
News cited an unidentified source 
close to the Taylor family who 
claims that Taylor will make his 
decision public later this week. 
"He's going to be a much better 
pro than he was a college player at 
Michigan," the source told the 
newspaper in Tuesday’s editions.

Ron W olf signs 
contract extension
Ron Wolf, the architect of the 

Green Bay Packers' first Super 
Bowl championship team in 29 
years, was rewarded Tuesday with 
a three-year contract extension 
through 2002. Financial terms 
were not disclosed. The contract 
extension, is the second for Wolf 
since he was named executive vice 
president and general manager on 
November 27, 1991.

Krajicek, W ashington
Reigning Wimbledon champion 

Richard Krajicek of the Nether­
lands and third-seeded American 
MaliVai Washington emerged vic­
torious in opening-round action at 
the $405,000 Gold Flake Open ten­
nis tournament in Chennai, India. 
Krajicek, who did not play in the 
Davis Cup loss to the United States 
this weekend, downed Thomas 
Nydahl of Sweden, 6-4, 6-4, while 
Washington, who lost to Krajicek 
in the Wimbledon final, got past 
Bulgarian Orlin Stanoytchev, 7-5, 
6-7 (6-8), 6-3.

CALIPARI’S ‘APOLOGY’ BAD AS ORIGINAL INSULT
Through Thursday (M arch 27), 

the N ets had won only 22 o f  69 
games and were already elim inated 
from the playoffs. Y ou 'd  think 
things co u ld n 't get any sm ellier 
But the atm osphere surrounding 
the team turned even uglier this 
week when it became known that 
C alipari, upset at reporter Dan 
G arcia, called Garcia ‘a bleeping 
M exican idiot" during an exchange 
in the park ing  lot o u tside  the 
team ’s practice facility.

It was bad enough that Calipari 
used the pejorative phrase more than 
once. It was bad enough that Calipari 
said he would punch Garcia in the 
face " if  you ever say that again,” 
after Garcia said Calipari was acting 
like a five-year-old. It was bad 
enough that it took Calipari four 
days to issue an apology that oc­

curred only after the incident be­
came public knowledge and meet­
ings were held between the coach 
and the front office.

But what really raises the stench 
level is the organization allowing 
Calipari to apologize, but really not 
apologize. He didn’t do it face-to- 
face with Garcia, fie did it with the 
cameras rolling, reading from a state­
ment, a statement so condescending 
it was in some ways worse than the 
original slur.

Whoever wrote it, and it can be 
presumed to be some empty head 
from the front office, should have 
been disciplined by the league along 
with Calipari, who was hit with a 
$25,000 fine. How Calipari could 
read the statement with a straight 
face indicates he should have been 
up for an Oscar.

“ I would like to apologize to 
Dan Garcia for my ill-advised at­
tempt at humor and insensitivity 
for the rem ark,” Calipari read "In 
retrospect, 1 can understand how 
the remark could have been m isin­
terpreted."

Is he serious? First o f all, if he 
wanted to apologize to Garcia, he 
could have picked up the phone or 
talked to him in person. Man to 
man. Apparently, that must be diffi­
cult for this alleged leader o f  men. 
Garcia did receive a letter o f apology 
from Calipari, but it was given to 
him by someone else.

Second, calling his comment an 
“ ill-advised attempt at humor" is 
actually a pretty good joke. W hat’s 
funny about calling someone an idiot, 
even it if isn’t preceded by the 
person’s nationality? I guess we

won't be seeing Calipari at any com­
edy chib 's open mike night soon If 
he did, he'd  probably just start ask­
ing every one their ethnic background 
and then call them an idiot. Pretty 
funny stuff, huh?

Near the end o f the incident, 
Calipari told Garcia he was sorry if 
the reporter felt the remark was in­
sensitive and added if he couldn't 
take a joke, he wouldn't talk to him 
anymore.

The kicker, though, is the sensi­
tivity Calipari expressed by acknowl­
edging his understanding that the 
comment could have been misinter­
preted Misinterpreted'.’ W here's the 
subtlety?

C ’mon, Dan, you know that what 
Calipari really meant to say was that 
you’re a brilliant Mexican and he 
was just kidding, don't you? C ’mon,

Dan, where’s your sense of humor?
Give me a break.
This was no apology; it was a 

shameless attempt to try to shift 
blame to Garcia. He’s thin-skinned 
and can’t take a joke was the real 
message Calipari was sending.

Amazingly, though, there’s more.
A day before Calipari’s statement, 

which came prior to a Nets’ home 
game against the I akers, club presi­
dent Michael Rowe had also read 
from a statement in response to ques­
tions about the incident. One part 
said, "The Nets’ organization de­
plores any racial or ethnic remarks 
by any member of the organization 
or anyone else."

So, during the game against the 
Lakers, not long after Calipari’s apol­
ogy, the arena organist played “The 
Mexican Hat Dance."

TYSON HOLYFIELD HEAVYWEIGHT 
BOUT MAY 3RD IS OFF

T he M ay 3rd h eav y w e ig h t 
rem atch between World Boxing 
A ssociation  cham pion Evander 
Holyfield and Mike Tyson is off, the 
head o f  the Nevada Athletic Com­
mission said Tuesday.

Marc Ratner said that Tyson suf­
fered a cut over his left eye in spar­

ring that required an undetermined 
number o f stitches.

The injury was treated by plastic 
surgeon Dr. Barry Markham, Ratner 
said.

Don King Productions, which 
handles Tyson, has scheduled a news 
conference for 8 p.m. EDT at the

MGM Grand I lotel & Casino, which 
was supposed to be the site o f the 
anticipated rematch, a hotel spokes­
woman said.

Ratner said the conference was to 
announce the postponement of the 
fight, which could be rescheduled 
for June 28th.

SELIG ENDS BASEBALL GIVEAWAYS
Acting baseball com m issioner 

Bud Selig finally made a ruling that 
will not be challenged by the Players 
Association. After three incidents of 
fans throwing promotional baseballs 
onto the field in the last week, Selig 
Monday ordered all major league 
teams to ban the free giveaway and 
suggested that fans be given the free 
baseballs as they leave the ballpark. 
In Milwaukee, the Brewers nearly 
forfeited their game with the Texas 
Rangers on Monday after fans at

TIGERS SIGN 
HAMELIN TO 

MINOR-LEAGUE 
CONTRACT

Bob Hamelin, the 1994 Ameri­
can League Rookie o f the Year who 
was cut in spring training by the 
Kansas City Royals, got a second 
chance when he signed a minor- 
league contract with the Detroit Ti­
gers. The29-year-old Hamelin, who 
reported to Triple-A Toledo Tues­
day, hit .282 with 24 homers and 65 
RBI in 101 games to win the 1994 
AL Rookie o f the Year He led all 
AL rookies that year in games, at- 
bats, runs, hits, doubles, home runs, 
RBI and walks. Hamelin suffered a 
severe drop-off a season later when 
he batted .168 with seven homers 
and 25 RBI in 72 games plus two 
trips to the minors. He hit .255 in 
1996 with nine homers and 40 RBI 
in 89 contests.

PACKER PRIDE
For 12 years, there was no player 

who exemplified what being a Green 
Bay Packer was all about than tackle 
Ken Ruettgers. He played hurt He 
played in pain.

This past season, he tried to play 
on a bum knee because the Packers 
had no one better at left tackle. 
Ruettgers was activated from physi­
cally unable to perform and started 
four games before his knee betrayed 
him. He couldn’t do it anymore, so 
he retired. But apparently his efforts 
weren’t appreciated by the team 's 
hierarchy.

Conspicuous by its absence was 
Ruettgers’ name on a list o f players 
put together by general manager Ron 
Wolf and coach Mike Holmgren to 
receive Super Bowl rings.

When word got out, fans began a 
petition drive to protest the team ’s 
decision.

“ I never encouraged this or solic­
ited this," Ruettgers said. “Wow, 
I’m flattered I'm overwhelmed."

County Stadium began throwing 
baseballs onto the field in the second 
inning, forcing two delays for a total 
o f  30 minutes. Selig, the owner of 
the B rew ers, w as p resen t at 
M onday's game at County Stadium.
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THE FINAL 4
Look closely behind the benches when cam eras zoom in this w eekend 
during the NCAA basketball cham pionship at the RCA Dome in 
Indianapolis. You will see fans rather than reporters. But it rem ains to 
be seen whether the fans will be those CBS wants.

CBS. you say'.’ What does CBS have to do with who sits courtside? 
Glad you asked.

The networks have never liked the arrangem ents for games like the 
Final Fourjw here rows o f seats for the eredentialed media are put 
behind the bench. Thus, when cameras go there, viewers see norm ally 
expressionless reporters w orking, rather than fans going berserk.

This year, som ething was done about it. The N CA A  reduced by about 
200 the num ber o f courtside seats for the media, creating seats for fans. 
But will they be excitable fans? Probably not.

The schools decide who gets those seats, and you can bet it w on 't be 
rabid students. Instead, it will likely be influential alumni.

At least reporters don’t wear suits.

The Bus 
Stops 
Here

Take a free ride
to the newest casino in 
the Pacific Northwest!

• 800 *■ Slots
• Blackjack
• Off-Track Betting
• Poker
• Keno

Mon. & Thurs.
• Portland Metro
• Newberg
• McMinnville

Call today to reserve a seat
1 -8 0 0 ^ -7 0 4 2

ChinookW inds Casino
Lincoln City

A nd T h e  K e y s  A re  Y o u rs
OAC

Divorce * 1st Time Buyer * Credit Problems 
★ *  Bankruptcy • Liens • Judgements 4c 4

. > 5-minute Approval
• 24-Hour Financing Service 
24-Hour Easy Credit Hot Line

REBUILD YOUR CREDIT!
We report your payments to the credit bureau

Over 2000 Vehicles Available 
Free Vehicle Locator Service 
• One Stop Auto Shopping 

"-^ •S e rv ice  After S a le^-*

R o n  T o n k in
AUTO ACCEPTANCE

First Name in Customer Service and Satisfaction
E A S Y  C R E D IT  H O T L IN E

1-888-268-1152
____  or call direct (503) 254-2787

ALL YEAR 
YARD WORK

Complete yard cleanup 
Trimming and Lawn Mowing
Free Estimate: 656-4391 

3pm to 8pm

GRAND RE-OPENING
N o w , T h e  B e s t A u to  Paint!

S T A T E  O F  T H E  A R T  P A IN T
•  S u p e r A p p e a ra n c e  • "A M irro r  L ike  F in ish

•  S u p e r D u ra b le  - Long Lasting  G loss & Color.
•  U ses Akzo N o b e l R e s in  - U sed  on G e rm a n  Lu xu ry  Cars.

1 ★ ★ ★
LOWEST PRICE FOR 10 0 %  ACRYLIC9 M INT

P R O  3  * * * * *
OUR TOP-OF-THE-LINE M IN T  JOB!

’149? «2333
SAVE ’240"

BEST PRICES ON BOOY W0RKI 
FREE ESIMATESt

Trucks. Vans. Sport/Utility Vehicles and some colors slightly higher

MUST Pb [SE NT THIS AD TO H [0 [E M  OF F [f t

cheib
•Available in most colors

O PEN M O N .-FR I 7 :3 0  A M -6  00 PM • SAT 8:00 AM - NOON
C . P o r t la n d  • 401 NE W e id le r  S t ............5 0 3 -2 8 7 -3 6 7 8
E. P o r tla n d  • 8 3 5  SE 8 2 n d  A v e ............... 5 0 3 -2 5 5 -8 4 2 0
N. P o r tla n d  • 6 4 4 4  NE U n io n  A v e ...........5 0 3 -2 8 4 -3 6 3 4

PLUS SB 0 0  E P A  /HAZ. CHARGE

FAINT A AOBY
THf H IT  JOS F OS THf MOAfy OUAAAWTHOt '


