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A dispute over a faddish game 
has turned into a lawsuit accusing 
a school d istrict in New Y o rk 's  
T o n y  subu rbs  o f  p ro m o tin g  
"satanism and occultism  "

Three Catholic fam ilies say their 
re lig ious freedom has been in ­
fringed by such standard school 
fare as an assembly featuring a man 
dressed up as Abraham L inco ln , a 
science class studying the leftover 
evidence o f  an o w l’s lunch and a 
history lesson in a cemetery.

School o ffic ia ls  see the lawsuit 
as “ a threat to schools everywhere." 
said Bruce Dennis, supervisor o f 
the Bedford Central School D is­
trict, about 20 miles north o f  New 
York C ity.

On Monday, several parents plan 
to jo in  the schools’ defense against 
the 1996 federal court lawsuit by 
filin g  a friend-of-the-court brief. 
The next hearing in the case is set 
for A p ril 25.

"W e can’ t take apart the science 
or English cu rr icu lu m  because 
something seems to go against some 
part o f  a particular small group ’s 
b e lie f system,”  said one o f  the 
schools’ supporters, the Rev. Paul 
Alcorn, a Presbyterian m inister who 
has two children in the schools

"W e would dismantle public edu­
cation in this country. Maybe that’ s 
what they’ re try ing  to do.”

The dispute stems from  a game 
called “ Magic: The G athering" that 
children started playing in 1995 in

X7 Congress hails banning o f huge cross
Thefollowing wax released Tues­

day iff the American Jewish Con­
gress:

By refusing to hear an appeal 
from San Francisco aimed at letting 
the c ity  keep a 103-foot tall C hris­
tian cross in a public park, the United 
States Supreme Court once and fo r 
all told the city Tuesday, “ You can’ t 
do it,”  said Fred Blum , past Presi­
dent o f  AJCongress’ Northern Pa­
c ific  Region, and a lawyer who played 
a major role in the case.

“ The c ity  o f  San Francisco said 
that the cross was a symbol o f  all San

Coins o f  
the (Bible

On Friday, March 28, and Satur­
day March 29, 1997, the Red Lion 
L loyd Center w ill be the site fo r a 
special exhib it entitled "C oins o f  the 
B ible "  This exh ib it is part o f  the 
festivities o f  the Pacific Northwest 
Numismatic Associations 48th an­
nual convention and coin show

This is the th ird  year that the 
W illamette Coin C lub is hosting the 
event. The PNNA is a non pro fit 
Oregon corporation whose goals it 
to promote the study of history and 
cu lture  though num ism atics, the 
study o f  money, from ancient to 
modem times

For the “ Coins o f  the B ib le”  ex­
h ib it coins w ill be used w ith  photo­
graphs and other aids to h igh light 
b ib lic a l passages and h is to rica l 
events. Admission fo r adults is $2.00, 
children under 12 adm itted free 
Convention hours are from 10:00 
a m. t i l l  6.00 p.m. on both Friday 

and Saturday.
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St. Philip the Deacon 
Episcopal Church

120 NE Knott St. at Rodney Ave. 
74» >Bm>. ?«»«■» K m m̂ .

Palm Sunday---------------------------
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion
9:30 a.m. Blessing of Palms at

Dawson Park
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion
Maundy Thursday--------------------
7:00 p.m. Foot Washing and

Holy Communion
Good Friday ---------------------------
12-1 p.m. Meditations
7:00 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy
Easter Sunday--------------------------
8:00 a.m. Holy Communion
10:00 a.m. Holy Communion

the district in Westchester C ounty’ s 
w ell-to-do horse country

The Dungeons &  Dragons-like 
strategy game, played w ith collect­
ible trading cards, involves the su­
pernatural. Some o f  the cards are 
lurid  depictions o f demons and one 
shows a woman about to be sacri­
ficed

" I t ’ s straight from Satan,”  said 
Mary Ann D iBari, a p la in t if f who 
has 11-and 13-year-old granddaugh­
ters in the schools “ Human sacri­
fice, devil worship, spells."

Some formed a club that was al­
lowed to play the game on school 
grounds but not during class. Play­
ers and the school d istrict defended 
it as a “ math game.”

The lawsuit says that by a llow ing 
the game on school grounds, the 
d is tric t "o f f ic ia lly  prom oted and 
endorsed" an occult activ ity , and 
promoted “ satanism and occultism, 
pagan religions and New Age sp iri­
tua lity .”

Besides the card game itself, the 
lawsuit complains that:

Third-graders were told to vener­
ate pagan gods when a teacher had 
them make H indu " id o ls .”  The 
teacher, Jackie Reizes, held up a 
paper elephant mask at a parents 
meeting, said it was the idol referred 
to in the suit and added: " I  th ink this 
speaks fo r itse lf.”

On an excursion to a cemetery, 
fourth-graders were instructed to lie 
on the graves o f  dead children. The

Francisco,”  said Blum . “ That tells 
me that I can’ t be considered a part 
o f  San Francisco.”

Since 1991, AJCongress has been 
one o f  three organizations seeing 
the case through the legal system. 
The High Court upheld a federal 
appeals court ru ling  that the cross’ 
presence on public land was a v io la ­
tio n  o f  the C a lifo rn ia  state 
constitu tion ’ s guarantee o f  the “ free 
exercise and enjoyment o f  re ligion 
w ithout d iscrim ination or prefer­
ence.”

Earlier, a federal judge had per­

Church restoration 
in ‘Egypt moves forward

The Egyptian  an tiqu ities  de­
partm ent announced Tuesday it 
was lo o k in g  fo r a contractor to 
restore one o f  E g yp t’ s oldest and 
best know n churches, the H ang­
ing C hurch in O ld  Cairo.

The church , w hich is p rob ­
ably 1,300 years o ld, has had 
severe s tructu ra l problem s fo r 
years, com pounded by the side 
e ffects o f  the high water table in 
the area

The Supreme C ouncil o f  A n ­
tiq u itie s  said it was in v it in g c o n - 
tractors to subm it p re q u a lifica ­
tion  docum ents fo r a p ro ject to 
restore the church, the rem ains 
o f  the Roman fo rt supporting  it 
and the C op tic  Museum nearby.

The c o u n c il has set aside 
about $7.4 m ill io n  fo r the resto­
ra tion  o f  the church alone.

The church, probably founded 
in the late 7th century but firs t 
m entioned in the 9th century.

7th Annual
RiverP/ace Tulip Festival V  

for Easter Seals
presented by

R i v e r  P I a c e E s p l a n a d e  

Fri. - Sat., March 28 - 29 a t 10 am

thousands o f colorful tulips for sale 
live jazz and youth performing arts groups 

children's coloring contest sponsored by Haggen 
On Saturday: a visit from the Easter Bunny 

accessible candy hunt fo r children with disabilities, noon 
children's candy hunt, 12:30 

Easter Seals thanks our sponsors:
BBS International, Haggen Food & Pharmacy, OURTOWN, Portland Observer, Pacific 

Cas Transmission, RiverPlace Athletic Club, Talking Rain and The Oregonian

school d is tr ic t’ s lawyer, Warren 
Richmond, said a volunteer was 
asked to lie on a grave to show how 
much smaller people were in ihe 
18th century.

A man who dressed like  Lincoln 
frightened some children when he 
said L inco ln  believed in ghosts. " I t  
was just a fe llow  who gave a speech 
on Abe L inco ln ,”  Richmond said.

Third-graders were forced to 
study ow l pellets, the regurgitated 
bones and feathers o f  the birds' 
prey. The lawsuit included that 
under"Earth worship and New Age 
sp iritism .”

Several youngsters, including the 
m in ister’ s son, staged a benefit tour­
nament at his Bedford Presbyterian 
Church “ so parents who were con­
cerned could see the game, see the 
cards." A lcorn said.

"They were acting in a more 
mature fashion than the fou r people 
who called me and said how could 
I raise my son that way, how could 
I be a pastor," the m inister said

"The allegations in the complaint 
have seriously distorted what are 
really very normal educational prac­
tices," Richmond said.

Jordi Portell W einstock, a senior 
at Fox Lane H igh School, said he 
was happy w ith his education.

“ They teach you more and more 
a m ulticu ltura l view o f  the world, 
in social studies and in English,”  he 
said. " I t ’ s important that we learn 
about other societies."

m itted the cross to stand, saying it 
was part o f  “ rich history and culture 
o f  San Francisco.”  That decision, in 
turn, was overturned by the Ninth 
U.S. C ircu itC ourt o f  Appeals, which 
ruled that the cross had “ great re li­
gious significance."

“ In terms o f  the AJCongress, 
w e ’ ve been fig h tin g  th is  fig h t fo r 
a long tim e ,”  said B lum . “ The 
Supreme C o u rt’ s refusal Tuesday 
to hear the case says that govern­
ment cannot be the endorser o f  a 
re lig io n  w ha tever tha t re lig io n  
may be.”

takes its name from  the way it 
rests on the bastions o f  the Ro­
man fo rt. It suffered badly in the 
C a iro  earthquake o f  O ctobe r 
1992.

M any o f  the w a lls  are cracked 
and the priests say it is in danger 
o f  co llaps ing  w ithou t qu ick  res­
to ra tion . Some o f  the lo w -ly in g  
parts are flooded  w ith  s lim y  
green water.

The new secretary general o f  
the  a n t iq u it ie s  c o u n c il,  A l i  
Hassan, said it had taken longer 
than expected to prepare the res­
tora tion plans because the coun­
c il wants the jo b  done properly. 
The contractors w il l  try  to match 
o rig in a l m aterials.

The counc il said it was g iv in g  
companies 15 days to subm it the 
p re q u a lif ic a t io n  d o cu m e n ts . 
They must fin d  a subcontractor 
specialis ing in ground w atercon- 
tro l, it added.

‘The fe s tiv a l o f (Religious Learning
The Center fo r the Study o f  Reli­

gion is sponsoring and exciting and 
unique afternoon event entitled The 
Festival o f  Religious Learning. This 
event w ill be a “ collage o f  m in i 
classes”  during which participants 
w ill be able to select and attend three 
ha lf hour classes from among ap­
p rox im a te ly  15 d iffe re n t top ics  
taught by instructors from more than 
ten d ifferent religious faiths.

I he con ference and ceremony w ill 
take place at the Smith M em orial 
Ballroom at Portland State U n iver­
sity on Sunday, May 4th Registra­
tion fo r the conference w ill be from 
1:00-1:30. Classes w ill be at three 
different sessions between 1:3O-3:3O. 
There w ill be suggested donation o f 
$8.00 per indiv idual. $5.00 fo r stu­
dents and seniors. The C irc le  o f  
Peace Ceremony is free fo r all and 
w ill happen from 3:30-4:30, w ith 
the reception fo llow ing  until 5:00 
pm.

There w ill be inform ation tables 
provided by various participants, 
where people can obtain in form a­
tion and contacts fo r various re li­
gious communities and organiza­
tions throughout the Portland met­
ropolitan area.

The intention o f  the Festival is to 
foster interfaith dialogue as w ell as 
further understanding o f  the various

Trecept (Ministries Institute of'Training
Resident o f  Wash ington, Oregon 

and surrounding states are invited 
to participate A p ril 17-19 in a com­
prehensive B ible study program, 
w ith workshops and sem inars rang­
ing from tw o hours to three days, 
designed fo r pastors, students, Sun­
day School teachers and new C hris­
tians.

I he sessions at Westwood Bap­
tist Church in O lym pia w ill be the 
only opportunity fo r residents o f 
Southwest Wash ington and Oregon 
to participate in the one-time offe r-

TTU racism 
sCammed by

Qreece
Greek Foreign M inister Theod­

oras Pangalos slammed Europe’ s 
reluctance to embrace Turkey be­
cause o f its Moslem identity on Tues­
day, saying it was tantamount to 
fascism

Setting aside d ifferences that 
brought the Aegean neighbours to 
the brink o f  war last year, the out­
spoken m inister to ld a Balkan eco- 
nom ic conference that Turkey’s place 
was in Europe.

“ Greece considers unacceptable 
the view that Turkey lacks the cu l­
tural characteristics to be in Eu­
rope,”  he said. “ This is a tactic that 
we reject and we w ill figh t.”

European Union o ffic ia ls recently 
voiced concerns w ith in  the 15-inem- 
ber bloc about letting in a large 
Moslem nation. Turkey, which has a 
customs union agreement w ith  the 
EU, has seen its bid to jo in  the EU 
put o f f  repeatedly.

Greece, which has long blocked 
closer relations between the EU and 
its eastern ne ighbor, rushed to 
Turkey's defence after the Moslem 
issue came out.

experiences o f religious faith and 
practice. The event is unique in that 
people from many o f  the w orld 's  
relig ions are gathering together to 
teach and learn from one another, in 
the spirit that, "W h ile  learning about 
others, we learn more about our­
selves” .

The goal is to give participants 
“ food fo r thought" and the resources 
and contacts to research further on 
the topics o f  particular interest to 
them. Likewise, we want to promote 
an environment o f  understanding 
w ithout the pressures o f  proselytiz­
ing relig ious or po litica l views.

In the spirit o f  understanding and 
com m onality. The Festival w ill con­
clude w ith a C irc le o f  Peace cer­
emony. This w ill be a time for repre­
sentatives o f the various religious 
traditions to o ffe r a prayer or read­
ing in support o f  our mutual respect 
as a path to peace throughout the 
w orld . F o llow ing  the ceremony, 
there w ill be a opportunity fo r con­
tinued dialogue at an inform al re­
ception.

Participating Organizations:
Association fo r Communal Har­

mony in Asia, Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church, Congregation Beth Israel, 
C o n g re g a tio n  N eveh S ha lom , 
Dharma Rain Zen Center, Earth and 
Spirit Council, Ecumenical M in is ­

ing, presented by the nationally ac­
claimed Precept M in istries Institute 
o f  Training.

"T h is  program w ill benefit men 
and women in all stages o f their 
fa ith ,”  said June Edwards, who is 
heading up the program  at the 
church. "A nyone w ith  a desire to 
know more about the Bible should 
take advantage o fth is  opportunity to 
study w ith  the Precept M in istries’ 
leaders.

The Chattanooga, Tennessee- 
based organization has been known

Cox Funeral Home
2736 N.E. Rodney, Portland,

Oregon (503)281 -4891

“Before You Must 
Make a Decision”

Inspect the Beautiful Cox Funeral Chapel

‘‘Planning; your funeral is our first 
consideration. Equipped to serve all 

religions, races, veterans and
fraternal organizations. "

-Jerome Tanner, Funeral Director

LIVING
LANGE You have it made in the U.S. 
Coast Guard. 20 careers to choose from, 
including saving lives, law enforcement and 
environmental protection. Competitive 
salary. 30-days’ paid vacation. Free housing 
& meals, medical & dental care and travel. 
Earn college credits. Eligibility for G.I. Bill. 
For more information, call 1 800 GET USCG 
or visit us at

U.S.
Coast Guard

Be Part of thf A ctiom

OFFICER IN CHARGE 
IISCG RECRUITING OFFICE 
8I09F NE VANCOUVER MALI. DRIVE 
VANCOUVER. WA 98662-6422

tries o f Oregon, Reedwood Friends 
C hurch . H o ly  Greek O rth o d o x  
Church, M ittlem an Jewish Commu­
n ity  Center, M uslim  Educational 
Trust, Portland Sakya Center, Port­
land State Campus M in is try  and 
U nity W orld Healing Center.

Description o f Sponsoring Orga­

nization:
I he Center fo r the Study o f  Reli­

gion is a non-profit organization 
founded in 1992 fo r the purpose o f 
enhancing understanding and re­
spect between people o f  taith and 
about the experience o f faith. The 
mission o f  the Center is to increase 
public knowledge o f  the religious 
traditions o f the w orld, including 
theirteachings, practices, and modes 
o f sp iritua lity. In so doing, it w ill 
enhance respect for the values ot the 
various religions. 1 he Center w ill be 
a vehicle fo r developing programs 
o f  local, regional, and global partic i­
pation. It w il l involve re lig iouscom - 
munities in dialogue supporting the 
quest fo r meaning and wisdom. The 
Center fo r the Study o f  Religion 
currently offers credit c lasses at Port­
land State U niversity, and is located 
on the campus.

For more information about this 
event, or The Center for the Study o f 
Religion please contact Kari Grosvold 
at the CSR office, 226-7809.

for 25 years as a leader in Bible 
study tra in ing and resources. Con­
tinu ing  education units (C E U ’s) 
through the Association o f  Chris­
tian Schools International also w ill 
be available.

Costs range from $ 10 fo r a two 
hour workshop to $ 100 fo r the en­
tire three-day program. Anyone 
seeking registration material or any 
other inform ation should contact 
June at (360) 956-9776 or Judy at 
(360)754-1637 or Westwood Bap­
tist Church at (360) 866-6888.


