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The Church of Scientology obtains official
religious recognition in Britain

'he British government ha
crally recognized the ( hurch ol
Scientology as areligion, more than
10 years alter the first Church was
opened in Britain. This was madc
known by a spokesman for the Brit
ish Home Office this week In a
statement published by the national
newspaper, the Daily Telegraph, and
other media in the United King
dom

Earhier this year, Scientology wa
already recognized as a relhigion by
the British Armed Forces and
Britain's Independent Television
Commission which acknowledged
Scientology's religious bona fides
when it added the Church to the
religious permitted to air TV spots
on Briuish TV

We are elated about this deci
sion. The Briush government 1s
showing commendable leadership
in bringing religious freedom and
pluralism to Europe which so far
has been dominated by a few stale
churches.” said Heber C. Jentzsch
President of the Church ol
Scientology International, the
mother church of the religion

The news about this latestrecog
nition was announced at a New
Year's Eve gathering of over 7.000
Sn.'lcmnlng:\i\.|Hhc.‘\h|mu.\thl--
rium in Los Angeles which satellited
to Scientology congregation
around the world. In Portland, more
than 200 Scientologists saw Lhis
satellite transmission, receiving the
news with cheers and a standing
ovation. Other Scientol-ogists will

gather in Portland o sec a video

tagapgof the broadcasting later this
week

States, entered the Church of
Scientology into its register of rec
ognized religions. The recogmuion
notonly reflects Scientology s rapid
growth in Asian nations, but s the
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‘Pope to visit Cuba

Vatican officials chose asymbolic
place to announce Pope John Paul
II's first visit to Cuba next year: the
Havana cathedral

Cardinal Jaime Ortega, head ol
the Cuban Bishops™ Conference, an
nounced the January 1998 visit late
Friday just before his Itahan coun
terpart offered Mass there o cel
ebrate World Peace Day

I'he holy tather 1s desirous ol

visiting our country.” Ortega said
in a statement before he and Italian
Cardinal Camillo Ruini celebrated
Mass in the 18th century stone ca
thedral. Ruini is head of the Italian
Bishop's Conference, which do
nated medical equipment to the
island

Vatican spokesman Joaquin
Navarro-Valls confirmed today the
pope would go to Cubain the second
half of January 1998

other details

He gave no

“He would have liked to do so
before the end of 1997, but the Christ
mas holidays of that time oblige him
to postpone the trip until January ol
1998, Ortega said

Both Cuba and the Vatican had
agreed to postpone the Cuban visit
because of the 76-year-old ]‘HIIIIH'\
fragile health, the Mexican news
avency Notimex reported

The official Cuban newspaper
Granma said the Bishop of Rome
would be received “with all the con
sideration and respect that the su
preme pontiff of the Catholic Church
and sovereign of the state of the
Vatican City deserves.”

Officials in the Vatican reiterated
Friday that the trip reflected improy
ing relations with the Communist
island, which were helped by Castro’s
unprecedented visit to the Holy See
in November

Among conditions for the papal
visit, the Vatican has insisted on
greater liberty for the churchin Cuba
including permission for loreign
priests to aid the island’s 200 clergy
men

Despite tensions over the
government’s official rejection of
religion, Cuba has maintained diplo
matic relations with the Vatican since
1935
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THE LARGEST, MOST COMPLETE RETAIL FABRIC STORE IN THE WEST
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SPECIAL SALE
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% OFF
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0 0 Sewing Classes!
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! Portland, OR
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After decades of following Com

munist rulers. leaders of the Serbian

Orthodox Church have broken thein
alliance with President Slobodan
Milosevic. shaking his rule and

hoosting their own standing with
hehievers

Milosevic must go if Serbia wants
o hve.” Father Sava
Belerade's Bezaniska Church. said
Monday
thodox Christmas. Worshipers in the

a priest
the eve of Tuesday s Un

church held candles and prayed to a
choir's velvet sound

Yueoslavia's Orthodox « hurches
have joined the chorus of protesters
who have rallied against Milosevic
since he annulled Nov. 17 local elec
tons won by the opposition

In their strongest attack ever,
Serbian Orthodox Church leaders
assatled Milosevic last w eek ftor

Cl l]\|1l1]_‘.' the will of the |‘L'\'!‘]L'” and
fomenting civil strnife

“He has already placed us againsl
the whole world. and now he wants 1o
set us against each other and tnigger
bloodshed justto preserve powet "the
icaders said in a statement

Sava said he once believed that
Milosevic was the only one whocould

save Serbia from evil powers

‘Even though he is a Communist.
[ trusted him like he was my brother
| thought he was Serbia’s saviol
aeainst Western influence, Croats and
all others.” Savasaid. “But now I see
that whatever he touched he de
troved. Like Satan.”

Ihe church's alliance with Serbian
Communists followed World Wal
[1. when some priests openly sided
with Communist partisans even as
churches were shut down and clergy
men were ousted
Under Communist rule. Serbia
officially was atheist and churc hgo
ers could risk being fired from then
',-'-1‘\ or even .l||L'\[L'\i

As a matter of survival, church

.

Church breaks with Milosevic

leaders fell in line behind their Com
munist leaders. They earned the tacit
support of former Yugoslas Com
munist strongman Josip Broz Tio

Folerance of religion increased in
the 1980s when Milosevic switched
to nationalism to retain power while
communism crumbled elsewhere

Church leaders backed Milosevic
when he instigated wars in neighbor
ing Croatia and Bosnia: Some priests
even rode atop Serbian tanks as they
rolled into Croatia

lhey supported Bosman Serb
leaders, including war crimes sus
pects Radovan Karadzic and Gen
Ratko Mladic

of Karadzic still decorates a side

l'oday. a large poster

entrance of the I)I\'ll‘_'l.lllL'l'“lL e ol the
church’s leader, Patriarch Pavle
“The church has always been na
nonalist in Serbia, as 1 moslt other
Balkan Zorana
Vliajkovic, of Belgrade's Institute ol
‘It didn’t care too much

states,” said

SO Il\]ul_‘\

about other nations. human and

democratic rights — not to speak ol
clections. Now, something seems to
be changing :

Following the Bosnian war, O1
thodox clergy splitover what degree
of nationalism they wished to follow
and Pavle struggled to find a balance
between the two factions

Last week's statement indicated
the faction supporting modern demo
cratic reforms — and a more bemgn
interpretation of national interests
had won

[t was a victory cheered by Serbian
faithful about 40 percent of the
population as well as by opposi
tion protesters. Along with signs of
discontentin Yugoslavia's army the
statement indicated that some of
Milosevic's traditional pillars of sup

port may be crumbhng

I'here 1s no hope for Milosevic it
he doesn't take ou statement sern
ously.” said Metropolitan Amfilohije,
head of the church in the Yugoslay

republic of Montenegro

Cox Funeral Home

2736 N.E. Rodney, Portland,

Oregon (503) 281-4891

“Before You Must
Make a Decision” |
Inspect the Beautiful Cox Funeral Chapel

“Planning your funeral is our first
consideration. Equipped to serve all |

religions, races, veterans and
fraternal organizations. N ,

--Jerome Tanner, Funeral Director Il

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

You are invited to the

Eleventh Annual

"] HAVE A DREAM"

A Tribute to

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

1929-1968
and

Reverend John W. Garlington, Jr.

1937-1986
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JANUARY 12, 1997
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Portland, OR 97211

For more information, call 284-7563 or 288-7241
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