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HOW COULD YOU NOT HAVE A

BY Pror. McKiNLEY Burt
ou mean to say that you're un-
employed? Or else you are go-
ing to tell me you are facing a
layoff? Further, although ‘they’ haven't
said anything yet at your plant, the main
production machinery is not being re-
placed on the old schedule; and you
think that ought to tell you something?
Surely you read last Saturday’s print me-
dia or watched the tube with a rising surge of
excitement: “Rosy figures on jobs™ --
#239,000 Jobs created in May alone™ --“Job-
less rate lowest in 5 years (5.3 percent)” --
“Average hourly earnings jumped from
$11.73 inMay to $11.82 in June; the biggest
monthly increase on record™ -- “President
Clinton rushes out to the rose garden to
announce that ten million new jobs have been
added under his administration.”
Butastrange thing happened on the way to

the microphones, and just as the president
joyfully exclaimed, “Wages for American
workers are finally on the rise again ... we
have the most solid American economy in a
generation”, Rushing out of the woodwork
like termites seeking to escape an extermina-
tor were dozens of gloom and doom folks --

investors and financial analysts who declared,
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pay more to attract workers. That could lead
to inflation.” The stock market promptly fell
1 14.88 points, meaning that investors lost
tens of billions of dollars

So we say all of that to say what? That the
economy is volatile, and things are very scary
out there? And that the American business
scene is a roller coaster ride where an ever-
increasing number of workers dare not lock
into that old traditional debt structure -- that
comfortable financial edifice which comfort-
ably supported housing, automobiles and kid's

education over the span of a generation?

We are saying all of that and a lot more -
- to both job seekers as well as the concerned
“endangered species.” First, letus take a look
at that “*5.3 percent jobless rate -- the lowest
in 5 years.” So you think that sounds good,

and it very well may be good news to some’
people. But that figure has a very familiar
ring o me -- ominous because it's accept-
able.”

It’s the figure that was first given for
“Structural Unemployment” -- the term de-
scribing “that unemployment which results
because the composition of the labor force
does notrespond quickly orcompletely tothe
new structure or demand. As a result, some
workers find that they have no marketable
talents; their skills and experience have been
rendered obsolete and unwanted by changes
in technology and consumer demand” (Eco-
nomics, sixth edition, Campbell R. McConnel

JOB?

p.193, Business Cycles; McGraw Hill)

Now, understand that this jobless rate of
approximately 5.3 percent is considered a
permanent “cost-of-capitalism™ by econo-
mists, industry and political administrations.
In the best of times they concede that this
niche will be occupied primarily by Blacks
Hispanics, women and the partially disabled
“And, 10, the poor shall always be with us,”
saith the Good Book

It was about 1974 that the term *structural
unemployment’ became popular in the eco-
nomic literature and though | was teaching a
class in Urban Economics at the time at
Portland State University, I decided to sit in
on the schools more ‘establishment-orient-
ed’ “Economics- 101.” You can picture the
red-faced instructor, when in the middle of a
smug explanation of the “acceptable racial

Continued to page A4

League at 280-2647

Is your child interested in computers?
I'his summer the Urban League is offering
the Manufacturing Technology Laborato
ry Program to engage area youth in com
puter technologies and learning. Students
in the program will learn how to use a
computer aided manufacturing design pro-
gram and will be able to create the design
that they generate. The one day program is
an excellent opportunity for voung people
to build their computer skills while engag-
ing in a creative project. The program is
open to high school and middle school age
students. Classes begin August 12 and end
August 16. Toregister please call Cauldeen
Anderson at 280-2613

Looking to enhance your child’s read-
ing skills? The Summer Reading Enrich-
ment Program is for elementary school
students interested in enhancing their read-
ing and comprehension skills. The pro-
gram begins August 19
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'he Sabin Community Development
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ebration from 3 to 6 p.m. Saturday, July
13th, at Rozlyn's Garden Care, 1438 by
N.E. Alberta St. There will be food,
entertainment and information about re-
vitalization projects being done by Sab- .
in CDC and other non-profit and volun-
teer groups.
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