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ENTERTAINMENT
Reel 2 Real Is Strictly Rhythm

In th e  u n iq u e  w o r ld  o f  R ee l 2 
R e a l, c r e a t iv e  sy n e rg y  an d  c u l ­
tu ra l  u n io n  p re v a i l .  O n e  n e e d s  
o n ly  to  e x a m in e  th e  a r t is t ry  and  
c o m m e rc ia l  re a c h  o f  the w o rld  
w id e  sm a sh  d e b u t a lb u m  M ove  
I t  fo r  a m p le  p ro o f .  T h e  a c t ’s 
l a t e s t  s o p h o m o r e  c o l l e c t i o n  
" A r e  Y o u  R e a d y  F o r  S o m e  
M o r e ” c o n t in u e s  in  tru e  R ee l 2 
R ea l t r a d it io n , y e t s p o r ts  th e  v e r­
s a t i l i ty  a n d  g ro w th  n e e d e d  to  
p ro g r e s s  to  th e  n e x t c r e a t iv e  
le v e l .

In th e  h a n d s  o f  E r ic k  " M o re "  
M o r i l lo ,  th e  g r o u p 's  m a s te r ­
m in d , th e re  is c le a r ly  no su ch  
th in g  as ta b o o  te r r i to ry . In itia lly , 
p u r is ts  w e re  p u z z le d  by th e  id ea  
o f  m e ld in g  th e  r e v e lry  o f  h o u se  
m u s ic  w ith  th e  c e le b ra to r y  to n e  
o f  re g g a e  in to  a s in g u la r  so u n d . 
A n d  th e n  th e y  c a u g h t an  e a rfu l 
o f  " I  L ik e  T o  M o v e  I t ” --a  s in g le  
th a t h a s  so ld  o v e r  th r e e  m ill io n  
c o p ie s  s in c e  its  r e le a s e  in 1994. 
T h e  s o n g ’s k in e t ic  b le n d  o f  s l ip ­
p e r y  g r o o v e s  a n d  g r o u p  
f ro n tm a n  th e  M ad  S tu n tm a n ’s 
r a u c o u s  w a ils  had  e v e n  th e  m o s t

Reel 2 Real

s ta u n c h  m u s ic a l s e p a ra t is t  p le a d ­
in g  fo r m o re . W ith  th a t in m in d , 
M o r il lo  w en t fo r  b ro k e  on  “ A re  
Y o u  R e a d y  F o r  M o r e ,” b o ld ly  
fu s in g  tr a d it io n a l A fro -C ’u b an  e l ­
e m e n ts  w ith  L a tin -h o u s e  b e a ts  on

“ M u ev e  L a C a d e ra  (M o v e  Y o u r 
B o d y ) ,’’ an d  s e w in g  a su n -k is s e d  
C a r ib b e a n  m e lo d y  in to  th e  lu sh  
an d  la n g u id  so u l b a lla d  " L i f e ’s 
F u n n y .” C le a r ly ,  re p e t i t io n  w as  
n o t on  M o r i l lo ’s a g e n d a  d u r in g

th e  re c o r d in g  o f  th is  c o l le c t io n
T he end  resu lt o f  such am bition  

is  an a lbum  that a lso  exp lo res jazz , 
c lassic -funk , h ip-hop , and ju n g le  
w ith  a g ility  and  c red ib ility . In 
ach iev ing  the latter, M orillo  w isely 
so lic ited  the input o f  such vocalists 
and perfo rm ers  as P royecto  U no, 
M ichael W atfo rd , B arbara  T ucker, 
N atu ra lly ,C harlo tte  Sm alls, A lthea 
M cQ ueen , and O ctav ia  from  Soul 
System . "I w anted  to  bring  in a 
w ide range o f  people  w ho w ere 
good at a  variety  o f th ings," M orillo  
says. “ I fully believe in the c o l­
labora tive  p rocess, and do  not b e ­
lieve in p re tend ing  to know  ev e ry ­
th ing .”

T h e  h is to ry  o f  R ee l 2 R eal 
s te m s  b a c k  to  th e  2 5 -y e a r -o ld  
M o r il lo ,  a  n a tiv e  N ew  Y o rk e r  
w h o  d ra w s  c o n s ta n t  in s p ira t io n  
from  h is  C o lo m b ia n -D o m in ic a n  
h e r i ta g e .

H a v in g  h i t  th e  t u r n t a b l e s  
w h en  he w a s  12, E r ic k  la te r  
b e g a n  to  s tu d y  te c h n ic a l  p ro ­
d u c tio n  a n d  e n g in e e r in g  a t the  
C e n te r  o f  M e d ia  A rts . T h e  re s t 
is h is to ry .

Cats: A ll Show, No Talk

Tips On Selecting And Working 
With A Contractor

Yixjcanavoid many problems ifyoudo 
the lollowing when hinng any kind of 
contractor:

Hire only registered contractors. Call 
the CCB at 503/378-1621 ext. 4900 to 
check on a contractor. Registration does 
not ensure competency but it does guaran­
tee that the ct intracti ir has a surety bond and 
liability insurance, both offering some fi­
nancial protection if problems develop 
later.Get the names o f contractors that 
friends, neighbors and fellow workers 
would hire again. Call them. If possible, 
personally inspect some o f the work.

Get two or three written bids for bigger 
projects. Don't automatically accept the

lowest b id -a  higher price may be worth it 
in better materials, workmanship and reli­
ability.

Always use a wntten contract. Put ev­
erything. including changes to the original 
contract, in writing. Pay in installments. 
Consider partial payments upon comple­
tion of portions o f the work.

Call the B etter Business Bureau 
(503/226-3981, 1-800-488-4166, or 
the Depl. o f  Justice C onsum er Infor­
m ation H otline (503/378-4320, 229- 
5576) for inform ation on com plaints 
they have received.

Call the Bixirtl at 503/378-4621 ext. 
4974 to request a  publication order form.

D ecked out in sem i-form al wear 
last Friday for the opening night o f  the 
B roadw ay m usical, C arr, my tw o 
friends and I w ere am ong the minority 
o f people overdressed for a B urger 
King meal.

C onsequently , both fell into the 
hands o f  an O ur Town  photographer 
desperately com bing the crow ds for 
well-dressed, photogenic socialites at 
the event.

As for the show , it 
w as an in cred ib le  
explosion o f spec­
tacular special effects 
using the latest in 
m odem  technology, 
innovative costumes, 
scenery, m akeup and 
wigs with tireless, all-
star dancers and talen ted , go lden  
voices.

Having said that, I must express my 
em otional attachm ent to plots and 
storylines, w hich was relatively ab­
sent Cats is not about witty chatter or 
dram atic dialogue. It's a revolution­
ary show  leaping beyond traditional 
boundaries ol theatrical staging and 
choreography.

W hat began as an idea fo ra  simple 
ch ild ren 's show, when A ndrew  Lloyd 
W ebberpicked up ab o o k  o fch ild ren ’s 
poem s in an airport bookshop (T.S. 
E lio ts  O ld  P ossum 's Hook o f  P racti­
ca l Cats), has becom e one o f  the most 
successful Broadway m usicals in the 
world.

The Broadway ct impany of Cats is the 
longest running musical currently on 
Broadway, and the third-longest-running 
musical ever. In June of 1997, it will 
overtake A ( ’horns Line, and become the 
longest running musical in the history of

Broadway. Cats has also been a trail­
blazer lor Broadway on the n>ad, playing 
in cities where no major first-class Broad­
way show has ever been seen, and open­
ing up the market for other shows to 
follow.

G ri/.abella (played by Jeri Sager) 
stands up to B arbara Streisand’s pipes 
with her deep, crystal voice in the hit 
song "M em ory”, the notorious tear- 

jerker, in its free­
ing style o f  m el­
ancholy  co n v ic ­
tion. T ear ducts 
w ere  b e in g  
dabbled as (he au ­
dience sunk deep 
in to  th e ir  sea ts  
fro m  th e
resonation o f  that

perfect nostalgic melody.
An array of idiosyncratic characters 

bring the cast to a full circle, including the 
faux-Elvis personality, Rum Turn Tug­
ger (played by Robert Bartley), and the 
C< ipperfield-esque cat with Fred Astaire- 
toes, Magical Mistoffelees (played by 
Randy Andre Davis).

Andrew Lloyd W ebber's felines will 
give their last Portland performance on 
Sunday, so there’s still time tocheck this 
gem out.

T his popular m usical is a fine co l­
laboration o f  artistic skill and tech­
nique and is reputed as one of W ebber's 
best. But, it yo u ’re only going to see 
one A ndrew  Lloyd W ebber musical, 
look out for the Phantom  o f  the Opera  
in 1997.

Tickets priced from  5 /5 -555  at all 
TicketMaster outlets and the Portland 
Center fo r  the Performing Arts (51V 
Broadway & M am ) or t barge by phone, 
(503) 7W-ARTS.

FARRIS FASHIONS
6th Year Anniversary Sale 

All New Inventory
Regularly Sale P rice

Designer Short Sets......................... $49.95 $39.95
Snakeskin Shoes.............................. $129.00 $79.99
Snakeskin Belts............................... $9.00 $7.99
All Women Fashions.......................25% Off
Double Breasted Suits..................... $ 139.00 $ 129.00
Silk Shirts.........................................$49.00 $39.00
(With and Without Collar)
Two Piece Pant Shirt Suits.............. $99.00 $89.00

Visa-Mastercard U
Personal Checks r  t y

Layaway

2929 NE Alberta 
Portland, OR

281-7164 h

Call (503) 288-0033 Ta Advertise hi
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S o m e th in g  w o n d e r fu l  an d  
strange that tile  a rtis t fashion»  
out o f  the ehaoft o f  the w orld  in 
the to rm e n t o f  hi» »onI.

— W . S om erset M augham
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Pick up a com plim entary pass to the preview  
screening o f  F L E I) at:

<3Jljc ^ lortlau b  (O bserver News Paper 
4747 N. E. M artin Luther K ing Jr. Blvd. 

Portland, O regon 97211 503-288-0033  
Enter to VVin 

Eree
M ovie Items

Also, enter to win m ovie item s like t-shirts, handcuffs 
and posters. T he first 25 entries receive free Eled 

K eychains
W inners will he notified hy phone.

O ffer G ood W hile Supplies Last, No Purchase N ecessary

CPR
Classes

Portland Firefighters w ill 

oiu e again he hosting Free 
CPIU lasses. Classes w ill in- 
( lude adult, child and infant 
resuscitation and choking 
techniques. This is usually 
a $30 ( lass, provided free 

for a limited time.
9-30 a m., Saturday, July 

20, University Park Com­
munity Center 0000 N. Foss, 
or inform ation (a ll 523- 

3605.

Brand New Sofa/ Only 
Had For 5 Months Cream 
w/Pilliows ONLY $150.00 
Please Call 239-9680

In te r s ta te  F ireho use  C u ltu ra l C e n te r
in partnership with

G.R.E.A.T.
Gang Resistance Education and Training Program

presents the

N e ig h b o rh o o d  Y o u th  T h e a tre  P r o je c t
(Previously know as Theatre in Da Hood)

Workshop Locations
In tersta te  F irehouse  C ultural C en te r • 5340  N In tersta te  • 823-2000

V illa De C lara  V ista • N E  72nd & K illingsw orth  • 2 8 4 -7 0 7 5 / 249-2061 
Rice S choo l/A sian  Fam ily C en te r • 6433 N E T illam ook  • 235-9396

Workshops 
July 8 2 6

9 :0 0  a.m . - 1:30 p.m.

Potluck and Performances 
July 2 4 -2 6  

6 -9  p.m.

Breakfast and Limeli provided
Optional afternoon activities available

DENNIS BROWNooBIG MOUNTAIN . 
j K  SUGAR MINOTooJUDY MOWATTooSKOOLW 

BAND oo MC TOMMY COWAN

JULY 18 • 5 PM SHOW • GATES AT 3:30
A R T S  & C R A F T S  B O O T H  I N F O  L I N E  ( 2 1 3 )  2 5 5 - 8 3 4 6

Z IG G Y  M A R L E Y
AND THE MELODY MAKERS!
SAT JULY 20 •  7 PIM •  GATES AT 5 :30  PM
E£ampoe STATE PARK AMPHITHEATER Dr

FROM 1-5 EXIT 278 (AURORAI J*"’’*!!, 
PROPUCFO BY SHOWMAN S M0N00I PRESENTS w

_ T IC « T U T A Lt TICKETMASTER OUTLETS OB CHARSE-IY-PHONE »<-<4Rt. SUBJECT TO SERVICE CHAISE. OPERINE ACTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
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