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From Welfare To Work Step By Step

Metro Councilor Blasts Study
M etro  C o u n c ilo r Rod M onroe 

critic ized  a vote taken by the I rans- 
po rta tion  Futures C om m ittee  in 
Vancouver that cou ld  lead to  p lac­
ing a th ird  bridge between Oregon 
and W ashington in the Portland 
area.

The com m ittee recently  voted 
10-9 to issue a fea s ib ility  study that 
would pursue b u ild in g  a bridge 
west o f  V ancouver through wet­
lands, north o f  the C o lum b ia  R iv ­
er, south through Forest Park The­
o re tica lly  it w ou ld  connect w ith

the now -defunct W estern Bypass.
A cco rd ing  to M onroe, w ho chairs 

the M etro  C ounc il Budget and F i­
nance Com m ittee, this study w ou ld  
be a waste o f  tim e and taxpayer d o l­
lars. "  This pro ject has been a boon­
doggle from  the beg inn ing ,”

he said. "T he  p lan w ou ld  w ipe out 
wetlands, habitats fo r the bald eagle 
and ducks, and pave a part o f  Forest 
Park."

M onroe, w ho represents M e tro  on 
the Southwest W ashington Regional 
T ransporta tion Com m ission, said he

has had a good w o rk in g  re la tio n ­
ship w ith  C la rk  C oun ty  leaders and 
w il l  continue to w o rk  tow ard  a ba l­
anced and e n v ironm en ta lly  safe b i­
state transporta tion plan

" I f  W a s h in g to n  b u i ld s  a 
b r id g e  w ith  the  g u id e lin e s  set 
fo r th  by the  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  F u ­
tu res  C o m m itte e , the  re s id e n ts  
th e re  b e tte r  ge t scuba ge a r fo r  
th e ir  cars because the  b r id g e  
w o n ’ t be b u i l t  on  the  O re g o n  
s ide  and w i l l  end in  the  m id d le  
o f th e  C o lu m b ia  R iv e r ,”  he sa id .
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is heavy on se lf-confidence b u ild in g  
and teaches how to turn what they 
have in to  som ething m arketable. The 
sessions include career assessment 
and vocational guidance.

Steps offers five - to six week class­
es fo r  those w ho want to get a G E D  
and i f  it takes longer. A d u lt Basic 
E duca tion  focuses on enhancing 
e m p lo yab ility  sk ills  and referra ls to 
longer term  educational support.

T he  p ro g ra m  has a c o m p u te r 
lab  on s ite  and h o ld s  c lasses fro m  
bas ic  c o m p u te r  use to  database 
p ro g ra m s  it  a lso  o ffe rs  a p o p u la r  
o f f ic e  te c h n ic ia n  cou rse  T here

is a reso u rce  ro o m , an A F S  o f f ic e  
and a re p re s e n ta tiv e  fro m  the 
E m ploym ent D iv .s ion  on hand. T w o 
mental health counselors and a drug 
and a lcoho l counselor are there and 
once a week, a naturopathic c lin ic  
com e to  the program.

T he ir ho lis tic  approach has lead 
to  a h igh ly  successful program  and is 
becom ing a m odel fo r re fo rm ing  
we lfare in o ther states.

P rogram  Services C o o rd in a to r 
G ary Colem an contributes the suc­
cess o f  Steps to  an honest approach.

“ I t ’ s not how  we manage. I t ’ s not 
our services I t ’ s the qu a lity  o f  re­
spect we have fo r those we serve.”  he 
says.

A lw ays  changing, the new w e l­
fare wavers w i l l  a lte r how  steps 
works. A nd  the s ta ff is always look­
ing fo r better ways to get more peo­
ple in to  the w o rk fo rce

Recently, most o f  the s ta ff received 
90-day la y o ff  notices, an e ffect o fthe  
budgetcrises in W ashington. As long 
as fund ing  is not firm , the s ta ff has to 
be g iven notice. "W e ’ re not in panic 
mode yet,”  says Colem an "W e ’ ll 
keep serving our c l ients to the best o f  
ou r ab ilities , but it does make fo r 
stressful times.

Nevertheless, they w il l  celebrate 
the ir 5,000th h ire Friday, A p r il 19 at 
the ir 10 a.m. Pod. For them it w il l be 
a bash.

Boise Neighborhood Considers Pub

Humane Society Joins 
In Pet Adoptathon ‘96

The V ancouver Hum ane Soci­
ety is jo in in g  m ore than 700 shel­
ters throughout the U n ited  States 
and Canada fo r Pet Adopta thon 
’96, a firs t-ever e ffo rt to b ring  thou­
sands o f  homeless dogs, cats, pup­
pies and k itten  together w ith  good 
adoptive fam i I ies during  one week­
end. The V ancouver shelter w ill 
remain open fo r  adoptions fo r 36 
hours stra ight starting at 9 a.m. 
Saturday, M ay 4 and con tinu ing  
through 9 p.m. Sunday, M ay  5.

“ O ur goal fo r  th is  event is to 
adopt out as m any anim als as we 
have ava ilab le  du rin g  the week-

end,”  says R ichard C o llo rd , execu­
tive  d irec to r o f  the Vancouver H u­
mane Society. "W e  also hope to  gen­
erate awareness o f  the she lter’s w o rk  
w ith  anim al care in the com m un ity .”

Prospective adopters can stop by 
anytim e du ring  the 36-hour event. 
Counselors w i l l  be on-hand to help 
match orphaned pets w ith  lov ing  fam ­
ilies. Every adop ting fam ily  w i l l  re­
ceive a free starter package fille d  
w ith  lams dog o r cat food and he lp fu l 
in fo rm ation  about proper pet care. 
The lam sCom pany isanationa l spon­
sor o f  the Pet Adoptathon.

The Vancouver Humane Society

is the largest anim al shelter in south­
west W ashington, hand ling  nearly 
7.000 anim als each year. The S oci­
ety is a n o n -p ro fit organ ization ded­
icated to preven ting  c rue lty  to an i­
mals, p ro v id in g  care fo r  homeless 
and distressed anim als, and edu­
cating the pub lic  about proper a n i­
mal care.

The shelter is located at 2323 W . 
26th Street Extension. F rom  1-5, 
head west on Fourth P la in B ou le ­
vard over the ra ilroad  overpass and 
fo llo w  Humane Socie ty signs. For 
more in fo rm a tion , ca ll (36 0 ) 693- 
4746.
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-tory o f  this com er and the existence o f  
illegal activities, d isruption o f  busi­
nesses by drunks and property damag­
es, I th i nk granti ng a I iquor I icense is an 
open invita tion fo r further deteriora­
tion.”

To this, owner J e ff Stewart and 
consultant John Thompson say they

hope Easy Street w ill be a good place 
to eat and hear music, not a problem 
bar. Stewart has w ithdrawn his o r ig i­
nal request to sell beer and w ine to go, 
and has offered to close at m idnight 
rather than 2:30 a.m.

“ W e could use a place to have a 
sandwich, and right now there’ s no 
place "said resident Edward T. Durham. 
“  I ’m not sure how I feel about a tavern in

the neighborhood, but I ’m w illin g  to go 
w ith  it i f i t  closes by m idnight.”

Some questioned whetherthe bu ild­
ing can seat 50 people and s till have 
space fo r a w ork ing  kitchen. "W hat 
k ind o f  food w ill you serve, cold sand­
wiches?”  one man asked.

“ I don ’ t like it. C rim e is down now, 
but whenever a bar opens up it goes 
right up,”  said resident, Stan Evenson.

The Road To The White House, 
And The Road To The Poor House

Clark County To Fill Vacancy On 
Historic Preservation Commission

The C lark  C ounty Board o fC o m - 
m issioners is rec ru iting  fo r  a coun­
ty  resident to serve on the C la rk  
County H is to ric  Preservation C om ­
mission, an advisory board w ith in  
the P lanning D iv is io n .

The com m ission review s a p p li­
cations fo r  h is to ric  tax va lua tion, 
m aintains the loca l h is to ric  reg is­
ter, id e n tifie s  h is to r ic /la n d m a rk  
bu ild ings and sites, fac ilita tes  the

process to nom inate properties to the 
national h istoric register, and reviews 
and recommends ord inance chang­
es.

The appointm ent w i l l  fu l f i l l  the 
rem a in ing three m onths o f  a one year 
term  and w il l  serve a three year term 
e xp ir in g  June 30, 1999. For specific  
in fo rm ation regarding m eeting times, 
expected tim e com m itm ent and oth-
er com m ission in fo rm ation  please 98666 5000

contact Elise S co ln ick , P lanner II, 
at 699-2375 extension 4958.

I f  you are interested in serving 
please subm it a le tte r o f  interest 
and/or resume by M arch 15, 1996 
to: C la rk  C oun ty  Board o f  C om ­
m issioners, A ttn : L inda  D ygert, 
H e ritage  C o m m iss io n  A p p o in t­
ment,

P.O. B ox 5000, Vancouver W A

Advice On Vintage Homes Offered
The C i ty  o f  V a n c o u v e r ’ s O f ­

f ic e  o f  H e r ita g e  S e rv ic e s  w i l l  
h o ld  a w o rk s h o p  fo r  p e o p le  w ho  
o w n  o r are th in k in g  a b o u t b u y ­
in g  a v in ta g e  hom e. “ H o w  to  
E v a lu a te  the  C o n d it io n  and In ­
te g r i ty  o f  Y o u r  V in ta g e  H o m e ”  
is set S a tu rd a y , A p r i l  13, fro m  9 
a m. to  n o on  at G ra n t H ouse ,

1101 O ff ic e rs  R ow .
D a v e  M c K a y ,  v e te ra n  o ld

house  o w n e r and p ro fe s s io n a l 
in s p e c to r, w i l l  c o n d u c t the  w o r k ­
shop  w ith  Jane M o r r is o n ,  p re s e r­
v a t io n is t  and O f f ic e  o f  H e r ita g e  
S e rv ic e s  c o o rd in a to r .

M cK a y  w il l  focus on eva luating 
the cond ition  o f  a house from  rafters

to basement. M o rriso n  w il l  teach 
partic ipants how to d istinguish o rig ­
inal features from  la ter additions. 
“ T h is  class w i l l  g ive  homeowners 
in fo rm a tion  and too ls  to tackle the 
eva luation o f  o ld e r homes,”  says 
M orrison .

Class size is lim ited . T o  pre­
register, cal 1696-8236 o r 696-8219

by P rof. McK inley Burt
The avenues to power and wealth in 

this country are not always paved w ith 
good intentions--or any intentions at 
all. The path is often seren d ip ity  itself. 
Pretty much the same w ith  poverty, 
except that even less e ffo rt is required.

The tragic death o f  Secretary o f  
Commerce, Ron B rown certa in ly em­
phasizes the first instance, not that the 
super-competent ‘ Am bassador For 
Economic Developm ent’ was consid­
ered to be on track fo r the highest 
o ffice  in the land. But rather that the 
unfortunatecircumstances forced from 
President B il l C lin ton the admission 
that an A frican  Am erican was directly 
responsibleforhisposition; Ron Brown 
was elected chairman o f  the Demo­
cratic National Com m ittee and had 
prom ptly moved to unite a d ispirited 
Democratic Party. As a result riches 
have flowed to the many.

In the second instance we have for 
our model the blackman who ‘ im ple­
mented’ the presidency o fG era ld  Ford 
who succeeded Richard N ixon, and 
whose inept performance lead to an­
other Democratic occupancy o f  the 
W hite House, J im m y what! Y ou don’t 
remember Frank W ills?  The dedicat­
ed young security guard who discov­
ered the “ Watergate burglars.”

For better o r worse, the course o f  
the nation and indeed the w orld , was 
changed that fateful night in 1972 when 
our lo w ly -p a id , but conscientious 
guardian o f  the Democratic National

Com m ittee O ffices b lew  the whistle 
heard around the globe. A  series o f  
events was set in m otion that have 
made some persons famous, some rich, 
some shamed, some imprisoned, and 
some absolutely poverty stricken like 
ourm ost unfortunate M r. Frank W ills .

Speaking o f  whom, we may allot 
th e " 15 minutes o ffam e” soeloquently 
described by A ndy W arhol, but none 
o f  the largesse and earthly riches re­
ceived by other actors in the Watergate 
play, television, movies, talk shows, 
books, personal appearances -  con­
centrated exposure and exploitation. 
The last we heard o f  M r. W ills , he was 
lonely, forgotte nandm iddle-aged,still 
caressing his cat and on welfare, being 
re lative ly unemployable after being 
busted fo r shoplifting a pa ir o f  Nikes. 
A ndy W arhol was s till right, I suppose.

Being o f  an emmently curious na­
ture and particularly upset by this out­
rageous turn o f  a fick le  fate, I decided 
to get o f f  a Fax to the man who was 
right at the heart o f  things from  the 
beginning; Bob W oodard, ch ie f in ves- 
tigative reporter for the Washington 
Post Newspaper. Th is is the man who 
made a jou rna lis tic  career out o f  the 
Watergate caper. He can te ll us, i f  
anyone, just what turn that fick le  fate 
has taken. I ’ ll keep you advised about 
M r. W ills.

Lo o k in g  at ou r ow n situa tions 
w h ich  certa in ly  are less trag ic and 
less w orld -shak ing, but, o f  course, 
are very, very im portan t to our in d i­

v idua l econom ic welfare. As you are 
aware, I have devoted the past few 
weeks to an exam ination o f  the state 
o f a ffa irs  in education at the basic 
s k ills  level. A nd  I pa rticu la rly  have 
emphasized the e ffec tive  integration 
in to  a h ig h ly  technica l workplace 
that can be accom plished by com ­
m on sensical approaches -  m ethod­
olog ies ... that seem to have been 
abandoned ove r the last f i f ty  years.

Several human resource people 
whose groups I ’ ve recently  spoken 
to, ca lled to ask had I seen a particu­
la r a rtic le  in M on da y ’ s Oregonian 
Newspaper fo r  A p r i l 15: Indeed I 
had, "A u d it  C ites Abuse In Tem po­
rary Foreign w o rke r program .”  It was 
said that “ thousands o f  im m igrants in 
h ig h -s k illjo b s  are pushing out A m er­
ican workers, and many are illeg a lly  
rem a in ing in the U .S .”  The Associat­
ed Press d ispatch goes on to  say that 
“ the program  has become a rubber 
stamp fo r both sk illed  and unskilled 
im m igrants seeking to  live  and work 
in th is coun try .”

T h is is very bad news fo r those o f  
us w ho have been tire less ly  w o rk ing  
to tra in  and prepare our ow n young­
sters fo r a v iab le  interface w ith  cur­
rent rea lities o f  technology -  and up 
to now , w ith  some degree o f  success 
I m igh t say. W e sense the urgency o f  
the situa tion and are m eeting this 
week-end in Beaverton to consider a 
response.

Continued next week.

S H O P  & SAVE
Prices Effective April 17 through April 23,1996 at your nearby Safeway store.

Fresh Tender
Asparagus

Enjoy this spring favorite

Check out the Safeway Weekly Shopping Guide this 

week for great savings during our

STEAK SALE!
Safeway
Coffee
•  39-0unce
•  Regular or Auto Drip
•  FIRST 1

Look For Your
Safeway Weekly Shopping Guide

In Your Oregonian FOODday in the
Portland Metro Area ...And Save 

More Shopping At Safeway!

Enjoy Extra Savings With The
SAFEWAY EXTRA In-Store

Savings Guide
Available at your Safeway store.
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