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0&A ROD STRICKLAND

by Eric Noon

[t's a good chance that the Portland
[railblazers will be playing their last
games with Rod Strickland in this years
play-offs, and this is just another of a
long line of players the fans and this

STRICKLAND: Yeah I think
s0. Rest would be the only thing that
would make it better. But the only
thing, we don’t know how much rest
[t may take two, three weeks and |

don’t know if T want to sit out that

because that's a business and NBA,
NFL those guys up in those offices they
got to run their businesses like they want
torunit. SoIdon't, Imean that's atough
question. I mean, obviously the easiesl
thing for me to say would, you know just

Jamboree Day at
Riverside Little League
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organization are going (O mIss long. Obviously 1 want to play, be judge by what you do on the court, but | ; »

Strickland, one of the premier point cause | want to be out there mean [ don’t know. | '_"-' ? ",tl

guards in the league, has had another OBSERVER: You grew up play OBSERVER: Whattypeofplayer CATALS f:ﬁ‘

all-star caliber year while overcoming ing ball in the city how much do you in this league is the toughest for you : 1:-»‘ I
el

controversy and playing injured

I'he nine-year veteran’s relation
ship with head coach PJ Carlisimo
seems well beyond repair and
Strickland, to his creditis playing out
his Blazer career by playing some of
his best basketball to date

President and General Manager
Bob Whitsitt has a huge challenge
ahead of him as Strickland demanded
to be traded and insists he will not

think that attributes you being able to
have that knack of taking it to the
basket and not getting your shot
blocked and finishing?
STRICKLAND: I think that’s a
big part of it, you know most of the

guys from New York know how to go
to the basket and put the ball in the
ishing plays, is it a little different  hole. Out in the streets we tried all
kinds of tricks and I think 1 learned
how to use the backboard and use my

with Sabonis”

STRICKLAND: Well T don’t

to defend?
STRICKLAND:

like Kevin Johnson whose

When his jump-shot is on your at his

I think a guy
quick

mercy most of the time
OBSERVER: What can you say
about the nucleus of this team and the
future with what they have far as young
talent”
STRICKLAND: Well I mean, [
can’t even speak on that because I don’t

Chuck Washington (Coach/Pubilsher of the Portland Observer),
Prensents a check from the Oregon Lottery's shratch for charity to
Barbara Marquez President of Riverside Little Leauge. Also pictured

play for Carlisimo in the future. The even want to say that because I think body know what their (management) going to Gabe Chase and Donnie Harrison (left to right). """}lg 3 :;’i‘*
challenge for Whitsittis getting equal I have had guys who could finish in OBSERVER: What s the tough do and what direction therr going in. So ".'?_ % 1
value for one of the top five point the past But Sabonis 1s a great est part of playing in the NBA for that's kind of hard question for me to ask iy e .
guards in the league. Strickland’s finisher, I mean he just knows how to you’? because | don't know ':.‘:?f NG
trade value has fallen with the pub move without the ball. He gives you STRICKLAND: I don’t know, | OBSERVER: What do you see > ;.-_‘_‘ﬁ
licity of his fall-out with Carlisimo abigtarget, Imeanit’s easy withhim mean [ think 1t gets easier as you go in some of the younger players? s
Whitsitt hands are tied and the gen OBSERVER: You've played along I think now probably just the STRICKLAND: lithink they have BEdg
eral managers around the league know through a lot of injuries In your ca monotony of getting up and going to  some very talented )'ﬂunpplu_wm- Gary g
it. The Blazer fans are going tomiss  reer, is this the toughest? the shoot-around and going to prac I'rentis goingtobeaplayer, he'shurtright ¥
* Strickland in many ways, but most of STRICKLAND: Ohh yeah, no  tice and doing the same thing over  now, he's been struggling but he's going
all, this team is losing it’s best player question. This is the toughest be and over again tobeaplayer. Randolph (Childress)been
and that will hurt everytime. I gota  causeit’stough being out there when OBSERVER: What has been the  hurtall season buthe’s defimitely going to
chance to sit down with Strickland your used to doing certain things and most disappointing part of the season be a player l)nnls\mnn:\\'lnl.t'lvlnlrlhh. .
and ask a few questions and as al yvou just can’t do 1t sO far? talent. Imean Aaron(Mckie ) isonly inhis ~
ways he’s a first class act when 1t OBSERVER: Do you think that STRICKLAND: Of this season? second or thlnlw.u',uuiIIhLHI\h-.'\.L‘qu}J
comes o interviews your somewhat learning to play with Probably just all the controversy I\I}l‘ilﬂIll]i!;lt'lplll_\t.’TIUI.I|l'[l:_'|I1HL.‘HI1L‘L‘
OBSERVER: Are youhaving fun injuries” OBSERVER: Do you think he gets the opportunity to get good shots '
out there considering your hurt? STRICKLAND: I've always  today's professional athletes should He's going to be real good
STRICKLAND: It's a hittle frus played with injuries, so that's not a  be judged more on their play on the OBSERVER: Proven the situation
trating being out there, not being able big deal field, on the court than they are away 15 night would you like to play here next The Portiand Police Bureau G.R.E.A.T. (Gang Rc\,rqrame
to be at full strength OBSERVER: Ispartof youstrug from the game? year? Education And Training). Joins the already successful Salvation I
OBSERVER: A lot of times  gling withwanting to play and part of STRICKLAND: Well I think, | STRICKLAND: {dos'twantto | AU MGG SISt COrir SR SRRRSENIEITNSI Qomee
you've had trouble with players fin vou struggling with wanting to rest don’tknow. That's atough question talk about that haskerhaﬂ for youth, like those pictured above. For further
information 823-2111.
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WE HAVE 18 YEARS OF NE 42ND AVE.

COMMITMENT TO OUR COMMUNITY.
5520 NE MLK JR. BLVD., Portland, OR 97211

281-6483

Jeanie's Cleaners
5403 NE 42nd Ave.




