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Black History Has Buns Of Steel And Abs Of Iron
l*DSYP na/ Dam« *-■ mBy Prof. McK inley Burt

W h ile  we re g re t tha t n o t all o f  
th e  g lo r io u s  c o n t r ib u t io n s  to  
w orld  cu ltu re  and tech n o lo g y  w as 
w ritten  in stone , en o u g h  has s u r ­
v iv ed  the rasca lity  o f  frig h te n e d  
ac a d e m ic ia n s  and  ra c is ts  to  ch a rt 
the  p a th  to  a true  h is to ric a l p e r ­
sp e c tiv e  o f  m a n k in d ’s d e v e lo p ­
m ent.

A case in point is the account 
(revelations) I introduced last week; 
a descrip tion  o f  a m illen n iu m s- 
long  in v o lv em en t o f  the b lack  
races  w ith  the w o rk in g  o f  iron  
and  s te e l. I su p p o se  th a t as a 
te en a g e r, w ork ing  a f te r  sc h o o l in 
fo u n d rie s  like the “St. Louis Car and 
Foundry Company,” I thought the in­
volvement o f  h u n d red s o f  th o u ­
sa n d s  o f  sk illed  black workers in 
the iron and steel works o f  America

was either a m atter o f cultural prefer­
ence -- or genetic (smiles).

By 1948, 1 had gained some de­
gree o f  enlightenment, a time which 
found me working at “chipping out 
m olds” at North Portland’s “A m eri­
can Brakeshoe Foundry" while at­
tending N orthwestern Law School 
three nights a week. But 1 had not yet 
gained access to that level o f  docu­
mentation which, last week, perm it­
ted me to shock some readers by 
docum enting that there were many 
“Iron plantations” as well as the co t­
ton ftefdoms o f American Slavery.

And what a difference several de­
cades have made. Now, we may see 
in both academ ic journals o f  science 
or arch aeo lo g y -o r in popular sc i­
ence m agazines like “S cien tific  
A m erican”-pho tog raphs and illus­
trations o f  m odern researchers in

Nigeria, sitting around replica of 
ancient forges they have excavated. 
In the fashion of the ancient African 
technicians who built them, we find 
scientists from Yale and other uni­
versities sitting around conical char­
coal forges in circles o f eight to 
tw elve-pum pingeighl-foot long bel­
lows that raised forge temperatures 
high enough to work steel.

So it is no hashish dream that 
prompted European explorers as early 
as the I Ith and 12th centuries to 
return from Africa with exciting sto­
ries and illustrations of black war­
riors in supple armor who rode fiery 
steeds who were similarly protected. 
O f course, when centuries later these 
dusk warriors (Shakespeare’s Moors) 
invaded Europe, charged through 
Spain and were only stopped half­
way through France, it became obvi­

ous even to a fool that these people 
were neither dumb nor inferior.

W hile European historians will 
mention that there were no “dark 
haired” peoples found in Europe prior 
to the invasions o f  the African Moors 
(Massey, Wells, et a l), American his­
torians have no desire to lose aca­
demic tenure or to fall out o f good 
graces o f major publishers. Those of 
us who are not restricted by the racist 
protocols o f many schools and media 
are free to read and study the texts 
and photographs o f such dedicated 
research ers  as the renow n J.A . 
Rogers; perhaps the greatest o f early 
African American historians who 
traveled all the world to document 
black history (including the Vatican 
Library and major museums and li­
braries in Europe, Asia and Africa: 
See “Sex And Race, Vols I&H” &

"W orld’s Great Men o f Color, Vols 
I&II”, and many others).
. Here you will find photographs of 

the works of the world’s most re­
nown European artists; true depic­
tions of the real role o f blacks in 
world history: Africans in all the 
family trees of the royal houses of 
Europe, je t black, wooly-headed St. 
Maurice, patron Saint of France (who 
turned back the African Moors be­
fore all o f  France became ‘cullud 
folks’—or did they?), Many repro­
ductions o f  the ‘Coat o f A rm s’ of 
today's prestigious families o f En­
gland, Norway, Sweden, Germany 
or France, and take a good look al 
ea rly , u n re to u c h ed  p o r tra its  o f  
Beethoven and o f  Audubon who was 
born in Santo Domingo (The “Do­
minican Republic” where all those 
great black baseball players come

from). Audubon is the spitting image 
o f D avid Justice  o f the A tlanta 
B raves-o r is it the other way around?

Speaking o f  “Iron and Steel” be 
sure to get a copy o f this m onth 's 
“Natural History M agazine", Feb. 
1996, Vol. 105, no 2. Although the 
article I want you to read is titled 
"Kingdom of G old" and centers upon 
much ofthe cultural history o f Ghana, 
Africa (ea rly  slavery and the 'Golden 
Stool’) there is a simply fabulous 
account o f African technical ability 
in working with machinery. Aban­
doned autos, trucks, farm equipment, 
etc. is recycled into many sophisti­
cated “new” vehicles, industrial ma­
chinery, farm equipment, food pro­
cessors and the like. No engineers or 
European S upervisors-are they try­
ing to tell us som ething? My “Black 
Inventors” showed same ability.

Vancouver
Eyes Traffic 

Troubles
The L in co ln  N eig h b o rh o o d  

A sso c ia tio n  is w ork ing  w ith 
V a n c o u v e r’s T ra n sp o rta tio n  
D iv is io n  to d ev e lo p  a tra ff ic  
p lan  w hich  ad d re sses  p e d e s ­
trian  and tra ff ic  sa fe ty , sp e e d ­
ing and cu ,- tro u g h  tra ff ic  on 
n e ig h b o rh o o d  s tree ts .

The neighborhood association 
will circulate a petition to verify 
that a majority of the residents are 
familiar with the plan. People who

sign the petition will get a post­
card to send com m ents on the 
plan to the transportation d ivi­
sion.

A fter residents have signed the 
petition, a meeting will be set to 
discuss the com m ents and refine 
the plan. City staff will meet with 
residents to select a preferred al­
ternative. After choosing an al­
ternative, the plan goes to city 
council for approval.

I n te r e s te d  r e s id e n ts  ca n  
r e a c h  th e  L in c o ln  
N e ig h b o rh o o d ’s c o n tac t p e r ­
son co -c h a ir  P a tty  M essen g er 
at 6 9 5 -3 1 5 7 , o r city  tra ff ic  
en g in ee r  John  M anix  at 696- 
8290.

Vessels, Steens Host Cookbook Writers
L< x.al cookbi xik authors are featured at 

events jointly sponsored by Vessels and 
Sleen.sCoffeeHou.se during BlackHistoiy 
Month.

Saturday, Maxine Jackson Blacknall, 
author of‘The Heart & Soul of Maxine’s 
Cuisine," will he on hand for a btxik 
signing, as well as have samples of her

recipes to taste.
A first-time author, Blacknall published 

her ctxikbtxak last summer as a result of a 
cooking class and contest She entered the 
contest after participating in a special class 
offered by the American Cancer Society 
and the National Black Leadership Initia­
tive on Cancer.

Blacknall has modified and created 
new soul food recipes low in fat and 
cholesterol Blacknall Ls determined to 
help change the way we cook and eat for a 
healthier heart.

Blacknall will be available Satunlay, 
from ntxrn to 2 pm. at Steen’s, 2603 N.E. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. and Vessels,

Tableware With Meaning, 2605 NE. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

Feb. 24, from 11:30 am. to 1:30 p.m. 
Grace Kutn will talk about her book, 
‘ Haram bee! African Family Circle Cook­
book.” The Kenya native offers over 30 
authentic recipes reflecting the cuisine of 
different ethnic gnxrps in east Africa

New & used books on
Business, Music, & 

African-American Studies

Who Said You Have To Live W ith...

BAD CREDIT?
If  you:

•  Have been denied credit
•  Have bad credit
•  Need to re-establish credit
•  Experienced bankruptcy

~ •  Experienced tax liens
•  Experienced judgements
•  Charge offs
•  Late Payments
WE CAN HELP

Many Items you thought would follow you for the rest of your 
life can be legally removed from your credit record! 

INTRODUCING
N ational Credit A uthors, Inc.

Bonded in Washington and Oregon

For more information, 
call your local representative today!

(503) 762-2546 or I-8OO-683-O728

POWELL'S 
CITY OF BOOKS

9 AM - 11 PM Monday through Saturday 
9 AM - 9 PM Sundays 

Used books bought every day till 8:30 PM 
On the #20 Bus Line • One hour free parking 

1005 West Burnside Street 
228-4651
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5X08 N. Interstate Avenue 
— • Portland, OR 9721 7

(503) 289-1132
Lull Set........................S22 & up
Lilis.............................. SI2 & up
Regular Hairents..S6 
Relaxers.................... S20

/v/f about our ‘ fir ing  :t F riend"po licy.

A R K E T
2338 N.E. Alberta Street 284-1198

WE FEA TURE: GROCER I ES
SODA POP/JUICES & MORE 
ASSORTED FROZEN TREATS 
HOT, DELICIOUS COFFEE 
CIGARETTES/CIGARS 
VARIETY GOODS 
CANDY & SNACKS

ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, COME TASTE 
THE BEST “LOUISIANA” STYLE BBQ.

BBQ RIB DINNERS......................................$6.00/EACH
BBQ CHICKEN DINNERS........................... $5.00/EACH
BBQ RIB SANDWICHES..............................$4.00/EACH
BBQ CHICKEN SANDWICHES....................$3.00/EACH
CREOLE GUMBO......................................... $4.00/BOWL

“PRICES THAT WILL MAKE YOU SMILE”

W e Have M et The Enemy. 
And  it is 8y2"x 11."

INJURY ACCIDENTS
We’re Here to Help, and We’re in Your Neighborhood 

Call for your free Consultation
the Law Office o f

David R. K racke

335-0411
1818 NE Martin Luther King Blvd. 

Professional, Courteous Legal Advice
• Accidents • Auto/Pedestrian Claims
• Wrongful Death Claim s • Insurance Claims
• M edical M alpractice • Home/Hospital Visits available

At U.S. Hank, we know the last thing 
any small business ow ner needs is more 
paperw ork . So w e crea ted  a small 
business loan w ith a tw o-page application 
that’s .i sn ip to  complete

A couple o f  tax returns are all it takes 
to  apply.' We’ll tell you w ith in  tour hours 
it your credit’s approved, and you’ll have 
access to your money, up to  $35,000, 
w ithin three days. We ll even throw  in

U.S.

01 M  P  L Y  

B U S I N E S S ’ 

P A C K A G E

U .S .Í B A N K

everything from a Business Select 
C hecking Account w ith  no service charge 
tor one year to  discounts on m erchant 
services.

So stop by your nearby U.S. Bank branch 
today. A nd get a paper cut you’ll enjoy.

1-800-U S BANKS
O r c-in.nl u«i at ub.inkpi <u mbatik.rom 

For T T Y /T R I)  an  ess. call I H(H 1-447-9577

Th e  Q u ic k e s t , E a s ie s t  L o a n  A p p l ic a t io n  E v e r

Sleen.sCoffeeHou.se

