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Martin Luther

.1963.

King Jr. and his wife, Coretta and their children (from
Jeft) Martin, Dexter and Yolanda. A fourth child, Bernice, was born in the sound of glass shattering.
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A
Memphis,” he told the crowd.

True to his word, on Thursday,
March 28-a hot, uncomfortable day-
King was back in town. The march
began shortly after 11 o'clock in the
morning, with King leading the way,
Abernathy and the Memphis minis-
ters at his side, their arms interlocked,
their voices raised, singing “We Shall
Overcome.”

Slowly, they moved through the
streets toward City Hall, and thou-
sands followed.

They had gotten only a few blocks
wheneverything started to go wrong.
Toward the rear of the march, some
angry and undisciplined black youths
started breaking store windows and
looting merchandise. “We can’thave
that!” King shouted after he heard

But there was nothing he could do.

ASSASSINATION

The march disintegrated into chaos
and the youths went on smashing
windows and throwing stones and
bottles. The Memphis police charged
after them, and a full-scale riot was in
the making.

King himself appeared to be in
danger. “You've got to get away
from here!” someone yelled at him.
Confused and frightened, the group
around him pushed forward to main
street, where King's bodyguard
waved a white Pontiac to a stop.

“Madam,” he said to the black
woman behind the wheel, “this is
Martin Luther King-we need your
car.” She consented, and King and
Abernathy piled into the back seat.
The car then peeled off, racing for a
hotel on the other side of town.

By nightfall, a 17-year-old black
had been shot dead by the police, 60
of the marchers had been clubbed,
and nearly 300 had been arrested.

Memphis was declared in a state of

emergency. Several thousand Na-
tional Guardsmen were called in to
patrol the streets.

At the Rivermont Holiday Inn, on
the banks of the Mississippi, King
lay on his bed, the covers pulled up to
hischin. He was heartsick. His march
had turned intoariot, and the marches

had started it. Had all the years of

preaching nonviolence counted for
nothing? Were people no longer lis-
tening to him?

“Maybe we just have to admit
that the day of violence is here,” he
said to Abernathy, “and maybe we
have to just give up and let violence
take its course. The nation won't
listen to our voice--maybe it'll heed
the voice of violence.”

“It was the most restless night,”
Abernathy later said.

“It was a terrible and horrible ex
perience for him. I had never seen

him in all my life so upset and so
troubled.” Throughout the night,
King brooded over the damage done
to his movement and to his reputa-
tion. His critics, he knew, would have
a field day.

White conservatives would point
to the Memphis fiasco and say that
King's nonviolence was a sham.
Cautious, moderate blacks would
urge him to slow down, to cancel the
Poor People's Campaign in Wash-
ington. And the militant advocates of
Black Power would proclaim the days
of nonviolence and “Martin Loser
King” at an end.

Though agonized and in despair
that night, King resolved not to give
in to his critics or to give up on
Memphis. He had to return and lead
apeaceful march and demonstration
The Poor People's Campaign de-
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Portland Public Schools

® NE Fremont
® Hillsdale

SW Corbett
SE Division

joins Portland and the nation
in celebrating the life and legacy of

Martin Luther King, Jr.

Attend the 11th Annual Tribute
“Keep Living The Dream”

Monday, January 15
11:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Jefferson High School Center for the Performing Arts

5210 N. Kerby

Student performances at Oregon’s largest MLK celebration include
Grant High Gospel Choir, King and Peninsula elementary choirs,
Fernwood Middle School ‘No Kidding’ Choir, Portland Public Schools
Cultural Recreation Band and Portland Metropolitan Youth Mass
Choir.

IKen Berry, Executive Producer
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Beaverton

® Commissary Kitchen

Vancouver, WA

WE ARE COMMITTED

to providing high quality service no-compromise products for our customers and a dynamic
team-oriented atmosphere for our staff members. Our staff enjoys these benefits and more;

Competitive Wages
Generous Merchandise Discount L
Medical/Dental Insurance L
Discounted Banking Services
Employee Assistance Program

® 401(k)

® Continued Product Training

Life Insurance

Paid Vacation/Sick Time
Career Advancement
Gain Sharing Program

If you are a customer-service ace, have grocery or retail experience or natural foods product
knowledge, we welcome you to join our team. We promote our products and our staff

Grocery
Specialty Foods
Perishable Foods

Bakers
Cooks/Prep Cooks

General Merchandise
Health & Beauty Aids

Produce

Bulk Foods
Service Deli/Cafe
Meat, Fish, Poultry

Cashiers/Lead Cashiers

Dishwashers/Busers
Floral Designers

® Hair Stylist/Cosmetologist

Apply direct at any of our six locations or fax/mail resume or apply at Nature’s Fresh
\w . Northwest; Central Office 3008 SE Division, Portland, OR 97202 between 9am-4:30pm. ¥

Fax (503) 233-4349. Career Hot line (503) 239-4339

Equal Opportunity Employer. We Value Diversity

@he Hortland Observer Welcomes
THe KoreAN AMericaN GRrocery AssodATION ofF OREGON

Alberta Street Market, 915 N.€. Alberta

281-6308

Boston Market, 726 N.€. Killingsworth

282-6776

Rinsworth Market, 5949 N.€. 30th

281-0479

Prescott Corner Market, 1460 N.€. Prescott

284-7418

King Food Mart, 3510 N.€. MUK BIvd.

281-0357

Dekum Food Market, 800 N.€. Dekum
Ouwner: Sonny Kim

283-1240

285-8006

KC2 Food Market, 1301 N.€. Dekum

289-7430

Quwner: Tom Choi

Sunny's Market, 5020 N. Interstate
Ouwners: Gil S. Kim & Jung Ja Kim

283-1240

We Arrreciate Your BusiNess AND SUPPORT
THANK You




