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Black, Jews And Gentiles; Part Il

By Pro¥. McKiNLEY Bugr
As | commented at the close
of last week’s article, the rela
tionships between diverse cultures
often can grow “rancorous -- 1o
close for comfort.” You will note
that I have added “Blacks” to the
title, perhaps, is a recognition of
the real nature of this dialogue.

T'hen, too, there was the reader
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rangements when it comes down
toreally knowing and understand-
ing people of another culture.

It is more than a matter of

being exposed to unguarded con-
versations or special confidences
to be hidden from some mistrusted
member of the family -- or even
marveling at some of the esoteric
sexual behaviors of the rich and

of pre-world War Il America (at
the time my family lived in a mixed
neighborhood of Blacks, Jews,
[rish, Italians and Germans)
Lipschitz’s
Kosher Delicatessen' was the so-
cial center for much of the neigh-
borhood and the only place I knew
of in the entire city of St. Louis in
the 1930"s where a black could sit

‘(confectionery and

Inmate Escapes
During Transfer

Atapproximately 7:15 on No-
vember 12, 1995, an inmate in the
process of being transferred from
the Detention Center to the Court-
house Jail fled from custody as the
transport van was being unloaded.
'he inmate is identified as Juan
Mercadorivera, DOB 11/22/73,
221 N. Hardcastle, Woodburn, OR.

Mercadorivera was captured
underneath the Morrison Bridge

service with Jewish families.
There was both truth and folklore
in the consensus that “The Jewish em-
ployer will give you a position and
authority that "ol whitey' never will "
As I wrote several months ago, this is
now interpreted as follows: “Some
groups will hire, promote and teach
blacks sophisticated commercial Sys-
tems because they know perfectly well

environment. | was the only black
kid in a 30 square block area (at
ages 5 through 12) and the only
possible playmates in the neigh-
borhood were four brothers of an
“Emaus” family, Willie, Sol, Leon
and Eli. Teven tagged along to the
basement of the confectionery
when the Rabbi came to kill the
chickens. Though I had toys ga-

“.h“ said, "I _d“‘" L care what almost famous, or ret ieving in at the soda fountain and sipsodas lore the children of the non-Jew- that, unlike whites, they can never be approximately one half hour after
Webster says. There wasn't any ebriated blondes from swimming (N Bayard Avenue). ish European groups were not al- competitors -- can’t get Commercial  [he ran from the transport van. He
category ~Gentile’ on my Civil pools. But what can be most un- This state of affairs brought lowed to come near us -- on pain  bankloans, competitive leaseholds,etc.  |was still handcuffed when appre-

Service application.”

“Too close for comfort” is ex
actly how I found those situations
of employment as a school vaca-
tion, live-in employee in the
households of both Jews and non-
Jews. After two summers of this
type of late-teenage employment
[ opted for the less-condescend-
ing relationships of railroad con-

struction gangs. But there is cer

settling are some of the more bit
ter,unkind and even virulent opin
1ons that Jew and Gentile may
have of each other. Not all by any
means but a sufficient number to
provoke the comment that many
real human emotions are masked
by a facade of civility, gentility
and urbanity. Especially among
the wealthy middle class,
the poor are more honest

while

out the very worst in the youth of
the non-Jewish European cultural
groups. From their end of the Soda
fountain or their group of check-
ered oil cloth table would come
the mumbled racial epithets,
Jew bas-
tards own everything now they're

“nigger-serving kikes,
wiping our face init.” This would
happen almost every day until the

owner ushered them out. But the

of being beaten within an inch of hended by Portland Police.

their Lives

So in a pattern to continue for de-
cades, the diverse cultural groups hurled
insults (and sometimes rocks) back and
forth across the street. The school sy stem
was absolutely segregated and
my black schoolmates 1
gamned yet another viewpoint of
Jewish people. Many of their par-
ents worked for Jewish merchants,
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“Tableware With Meaning”
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tainly something to be said for No such civility was found in youth were simply reflecting the clothing manufacturers and g P+ “‘ »
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Jerome Washington is an

award-winning writer, journalist,

editor, teacher and a devout writing. | ship in the arts from the New York - - %
buddhist. He served as a medic in While in prison, Washington . Foundation for the Arts for his play 2005 NE MLK Jr. Boulevard o . A
, Vietnam from 1960 to 1962. After  founded and edited The Auburn Col- The Boys in Cellblock “C,” which POfﬂdnd, OT(‘QOH 97212 - o 2
returning to the United States he lective, an inmate produced newspa- has since been produced by stage Corner of NE Russell T
earned a Master’s degree in Jour- per which merited more than 25 na- companies across the company. In B 2P -
nalism from Columbia University tional awards for journalistic excel- all he has written four plays, two (5 03) 249-1 95 2 S

He later worked with Martin Luther  lence, and was quickly named one of novels and a film script, in addition Rt

King, Jr. during the Civil Rights  the top three prison publications in to several books of poetry - most o I e I —— ,1 W
Movement and helped to organize  the U.S Washington also wrote a while incarcerated. His works in- [ \ » ; . nER
the first group of veterans opposed  number of articles critical of guards, clude One Crow, One Buddha " RESCHED ULED .’ q::ﬁr

to the war in Southeast Asia. Known
as the first black Yippie, he, along
with Abbie Hoffman, Paul Krassner,
Phil Ochs, and Ed Sanders, brought
the Yippies into political promi-
nence by disturbing the Democratic
National Convention in 1968,

In 1971, Washington was
charged with shooting one man and
wounding another at an unlicensed
after-hours club in Manhattan’s
Bowery. He was jailed for charges
of murder and attempted murder,
that were ultimately dropped six-
teen years later. Imprisoned from
1972 to 1989, Washington was in-
carcerated inanumber of New York
State prisons, until he ultimately

ended up in Attica, where he contin-
ued his political activities and his

wardens and prison life for newspa-
pers outside of prison including the
New York times Op-Ed page. Wash-
ington’s writing, which challenged
the establishment and incurred the
wrath of wardens and guards, was
called “venom™ by prison officials.
Singled out as a subversive, he was
moved from Auburn to Attica prison
and his typewriter and writing were
confiscated for two years. Washing-
ton sued prison officials and he was
awarded $5,000 in damages for the
typewriter and manuscripts that were
destroyed.

While in Attica, Washington
filed and won a historic First Amend-
ment lawsuit against prison censor-

Jerome Washington

ship and in defense of the “Right to
Write.” He also orchestrated the suc-
cessful campaign to have New York
State prison policy changed to allow
prisoners free access to books, mag-
azines and other reading material. In
all, Washington filed six lawsuits
while in prison concerning issues
ranging from First Amendments
rights to practicing his religion, Bud-
dhism. He won all six cases.
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In 1986, he also became the
first prisoner to receive a fellow-

(limited to stock on hand)

(1989), A Bright Spot in the Yard
(1981), and Notes From a Prison
Journal (1979). In 1995 he received
the Western States Arts Federation
Book Award for Creative Nonfic-
tion for Iron House.

Washington is currently a writ-
Ing workshop instructor for Poets
& Writers, Inc. and Alternative Lit-
erary Programs. he is a member of .
the PEN American Center’s Prison
Writing Committee, and is on the
Board of Directors of the Coalition
for the Creative Arts and the Cen-
tral Committee for Conscientious
Objectors (Western Region). He |
lives on the Mendocino Coast of |
California.
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“Dress In Time”

Saturday, December 9, 1995

Annie Pearls’ Restaurant & Lounge
320 SE 2nd

(Between Oak and Pine Streets)
8:00 PM to 2:00 AM
Food * Fun « Raffle * Fashion Show
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4| George A. Hendrix
" MBA, GRI, Broker

LISCENSED IN OREGON SINCE 1975
Singles & Seniors, | can help you!

“Ist Class Guarantee”

A-ZEBRA
[J. rsms =2  RealtylInc.

300 NE Multnomah, Suite #27
Portland, Oregon 97232

(503) 230-1390 « (Res.) 287-6837

New & used books on
Business, Music, & I
African-American Studies

No Host Bar
Music Provided by:
“The Man In Motion" - Aaron Pruitt

Fashion Show
= Doris Rush displays her Signature to Class

Tickets: $12.00 in Advance; $15.00 the day of the event!
Sold at all G.1. Joes TicketMaster outlets

Dress in a time era of vour choice!
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X | POWELL'S -
1 “KING'S KIDS"

1 CHRISTIAN DAYCARE
: NOW ENROLLING

Civilians are invited to help celebrate this one-of-a-kind event

CITY OF BOOKS — —

. 287-4825 9 AM - 11 PM Monday through Saturday
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1 + Monday - Friday, 6AM to 6PM 9 AM -9 PM Sunday's Kig
‘1 * Christ Centered Curriculum Used books bought every day till 8:30 PM o)
| ° Preschool age, 2 1/2 - 5 years On the #20 Bus line * One hour free parking NI*W RETURNS e

* Limited Space available 1005 West Burnside Street

OVERSTOCK

228-4651

s US.D.A. Meals

4 + Low, Reasonable rates

“d -+ CCD Certified L l Q u I DAI o N e
] The ARKANSAS CLUB Of OREGON N
7 Will Be Serving Thanksgiving Dinner - FREE E g ey
Thursday, Nov. 23 o
% Dahlke Manor, 915 N.E. Schuyler Street “/l‘ ‘\l‘ r e “ [ l ' P  .
p BRI R £ ) ; At EMODELING
- a.m. - 2 p.m.
“, SALE 4 ) &
~” ; For Senior Citizens & Low Income Persons .\' r "J ro L!:r\]{ ;
(:‘ New Season ¢ 25% "H new items from Adini .
':‘ New Stvies * 0504 nff' Leather +|andl1ngs P[ease Sign your name below and "nd"cate . ' .
P / ) g e : hY
2. g Contonite S35t Combina o | | e b of umity members atending: QUT INVENTORY.
;:.. ! C—Itﬂh!ng * 10% OH Ariifat'fs
% e * 20% off all Jewelry Name Address Take an ADDIT'ONAL 40%
™~
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5= off our already discounted
Al Sunday Oct 22 through Menday - Friday 10 te 5:30 Need A Ride? Deliver Dinner? Number Attending? : :
A Py Oy, 874 price on most merchandice.
.é' \,’isa/MC v f."- Bi.-flmfuy Cake "
':'-, 249-3790 & Chata Addy, African drwmmer For Further Information - Please Call: 10-6 TUE-THU - 10-5 SAT
‘:: The African Vi”ugc Imports Discounts not valid Charles Green - 254-8605
.’:' 1439 NE Alberta ST. on Lay-A-Way items Mllrge Moore - 283-9433 4069 N ) E ) M ’ L' K - BlVd ’
:' Portland, OR 97211 Ethel Holmes - 2897-5720 Between Shaver & Skidmore




