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Seven ‘Ways Wo ‘JTeTp 9~iea[ Wfie Tatient’s Soni
Several years ago m y ow n sur

gery taught me a few th ings about 
how  to v is it a friend in the hospita l.

These v is its  can be made fo r a 
lo t o f  reasons: du ty, friendsh ip , re
paym ent o f  a favor.

B ut a ca ll that tru ly  helps aims 
fo r  the healing o f  the pa tien t’ s soul. 
Here are some suggestions you may 
w ant to try  the next tim e you want to 
co m fo rt a friend.

I . T ry  to determ ine the pa tien t’ s 
need. M ajor-surgery patients encoun
te r at least three basic em otional pe
riods. D u rin g  these periods you can 
expect to  fin d  certain basic moods.

Fear is the predom inate m ood o f  
the n igh t before and the early  hours 
o f  the surgery day. The appropria te

response is assurance-facing the re
a lity  o f  the situa tion but approaching 
it w ith  confidence.

Aloneness is com m on du ring  the 
firs t few days after surgery, when life  
signs are low  and the patient is like ly  
under sedation o r tak in g  p a in -k ill in g  
drugs. M any tim es the best you can 
do is s im p ly  to be there. A t this po in t, 
the patient may be ready fo r some 
sensitive cheer

2. C a ll on the patient the day 
before o r in the early  hours before 
surgery. L ike  a jo k e  o r a kiss, tim in g  
is eve ry th ing  here. S ix v is its  the fo l
lo w in g  week w il l  not recover the lost 
op po rtun ity  o f  those hours before the 
unknown.

A sa  professor, I was g ra te fu l fo r

those students w ho recognized this 
du rin g  m y last class before I headed 
to  the hospita l. They insisted that we 
pause and pray ju s t p r io r to m y w a lk 
ing out the fron t door, alone.

3. Be there fo r the pa tien t’ s fam 
ily  in the w a iting  room  du ring  sur
gery. That is the s ign ifican t tim e fo r 
loved ones-when questions and fears 
arise. M y  w ife  was gra te fu l fo r  tw o  
friends w ho had experienced the te r
ro r o f  the ir ow n surgery. They re
mem bered and came and stayed.

It was also a com fo rt to  me to 
kno w  that friends w ou ld  be there fo r 
her.

4. Y ou r presence is m ore im p o r
tant than you r words. T h is is espe
c ia l ly  true  d u r in g  the m ood o f

aloneness. On Saturday n igh t a friend 
came to see me. I was three days 
w ith o u t a shave. A  tube was stuck 
dow n m y nose, and I was o n ly  h a lf  
conscious from  drugs. It was m ore 
than he cou ld  handle.

He paced the f lo o r  and said, 
“ O h, I ’ ve made a m istake. I had no 
idea. I had no idea.”  I th ink  he thought 
I was about gone.

So after three m inutes he m um 
bled som eth ing and left.

In one sense, he d id  about eve ry
th ing wrong. B u t as he w a lked out the 
door, I sm iled. W hy? Because he 
came, and 1 knew  it. He broke m y 
iso la tion ; he was there.

5. D o n ’t hesitate to take the pa
tie n t’ s hand f irm ly . That touch com -

m unicates em pathy, strength, com 
panionship. Every' patient needs those 
three things. A nd  o ften  a touch w il l  
g ive  them.

6. The seriousness o f  surgery 
has litt le  re la tionsh ip  to the serious
ness w ith  w h ich  a patient v iews the 
surgery.

Y o u r assignment is the pa tien t’ s 
m ood, not the d o c to r’ s report. D o n ’t 
take the patient lig h tly , but do n ’ t be 
m orb id . Y ou  must accept his m ood 
and respond w ith  gentle encourage
ment.

7. W hen you w ant to  read S crip 
ture, concentrate on select portions 
o fth e  Psalms. N o  o ther po rtion  o f  the 
B ib le  strikes the note o f  the openness 
o fth e  soul-that directness w ith  G od-

qu ite  like  the Psalms.
M y  friend , Ray B uke r Sr. is m y 

m odel here.
He came to see me, and before 

he le ft he had that lit t le  pocket Testa
ment w ith  the Psalms out and was 
reading: “ G od is ou r she lte r and 
strength, always ready to he lp in tim es 
o f  troub le .

So we w i l l  not be a fra id , even i f  
the earth is shaken and the m ountains 
fa ll in to  the ocean depths; even i f  the 
seas roar and rage and the h ills  are 
shaken by the v io lence the Lo rd  
A lm ig h ty  is w ith  us; the G od o f  Jacob 
is our re fug e !”

Y ou  w i l l  never im p rove  upon 
that, the W o rd  o f  G od fo r the cure o f  
souls.

Qarnbting Costs you More ‘Than Money
Targeting Families, The “Games” Glitter But Weaken Communities

W hen g am bling  broke out o f  the 
g lit te r  ghettos o f  Las Vegas and A t
lan tic  C ity  in the late 1970s, it began 
a long and successful m arch in to  
nearly  every state, rack ing  up sur
p ris ing  v ic to ries  and ove rrunn ing  its 
opponents.

The p ro life ra tion  and acceptance 
o fg a m b lin g  has been exp los ive. The 
am ount Am ericans wager each year 
has g row n  from  $17.3 b il l ion in 1976 
to $329 .9  b illio n  in 1992, according 
to the N a tiona l C ounc ir'on  Problem 
G am bling .

O rganized gam bl ing has crossed 
over in to “ fam ily -o rien ted”  entertain
ment. Las Vegas has been in the 
fo re fro n t, hop ing to ga in new cus
tom ers as it loses its dom inance in 
gam bling . A t the M G M  G rand, b illed  
as the w o r ld ’s largest “ ho te l, casino, 
and theme park,”  parents and c h il
dren can v is it 33 acres o f  rides, shows,

theme streets, restaurants, shops, and 
casinos.

The race to  conquer new m ar
kets fo r gam bling  is sh ift ing in to  high 
gear. Through much o f  1994, as many 
as tw o casinos were open ing each 
m onth in M iss iss ipp i.

G am ing Enterta inm ent T e le v i
sion, a Pittsburgh-based cable te le v i
sion netw ork, offers view ers a broad 
range o f  gam bling  activ ities . The 
ne tw ork hopes to  have nearly 3 m il
lion  subscribers by the year 2000.

M any Christians are w o rk in g  
together to re b u ff the invasion o f  
gam bling  in to the ir com m unities—  
seen as part o f  the de terio ration o f  the 
culture.

“ T ha t’ s the te rr ify in g  part o f  it 
fo r  me,”  says Eugene W in k le r, se
n io r pastor o f  dow n tow n C h icago ’ s 
F irst U n ited M ethod is t C hurch /C h i- 
cago Tem ple. “ W hen you trace the

h is to ry  o f  ju s t the M ethod is t part o f  
th is, we have stood against a ll o f  
these im m oral form s throughout our 
h is to ry. But over and over, we have 
even tua lly  yie lded. I th ink  th is is 
k in d  o f  the last m ora l crusade fo r us.”

The current struggle between 
gam bl ing entrepreneurs and re lig ious 
leaders paralle ls a s im ila r struggle 
ove r gam bling  and lo tteries in the 
nineteenth century.

M a rv in  O lasky, pro fessor o f  
jo u rn a lism  at the U n ive rs ity  o fT exas  
and a senior fe llo w  at the Capita l 
Research C ente r in W ash ing ton , 
D  C., notes that the Boston Recorder 
d id  more thanjust run sermons against 
gam bling  in the nineteenth century: 
“ I t  covered pa rticu la r people w ho 
had gam bled and lost everyth ing. 
They gave a face to the issue.’* P o li
tic ians o f  early A m erica  also tried  to 
dissuade gamblers.

“ N o w , p robab ly  the opposite is 
the case,”  O lasky says, “ because we 
have our governm ent leaders p ro 
m o ting  state lo tteries, and you have 
jo u rn a lis ts  very o ften  w in k in g  at it .”

Though churches m ay have fa ir 
ly  broad agreement that gam b ling  is 
ha rm fu l to in d iv idu a ls  and to society, 
fe w p la c e ita t th e to p o fth e irc h u rc h ’ s 
c ro w d e d  agendas. N o n e th e le ss , 
O lasky suggests that people from  
d iffe re n t denom ina tions w ho repre
sent d iffe re n t theolog ies can w o rk  
together against gam b ling  w ith ou t 
com prom is ing  d o c trina l stands.

W in k le r agrees. “ The church 
cannot keep y ie ld in g  m ora l ground 
and expect to be any force fo r  good in 
soc ie ty .”

In the long run, he believes the 
pendulum w ill sw ing back toward out
law ing gam bling when its negative 
effects become too large to ignore.

GREATER ST. STEPHENS 
Piano/Organist 

Needed for area church 
Please call 

287-3608/281-6575 
Carrie or Helen
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Food Collected For Needy
“ F ro m  O u r H ouse  T o  Y o u r  

H ouse ," a ne ighborhood cam paign to 
s o lic it dona tions o f  non-perishab le 
food and househo ld item s w i l l  k ic k 
o f f  at noon on Saturday.

T he  d r iv e  is sponsored by the 
P ortland House O f  U m o ja . V o lu n 
teers w i l l  gather at noon Interstate 
Fred M eyer, N orth  Interstate and Lom -

bard.
D ona tion  sites w i l l  inc lude the 

Portland House O f  U m o ja , 1626 N. E. 
A lb e rta ; and E &  M  C o m m un ity  M a r
ket, 909 N. K illin g s w o rth

Youth from The Portland House O f 
UmojaandThe Boy Scouts w ill be canvass
ing the north-northeast community tosolicit 
donations o f household items.

Join ns in celebrating
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Vacation Bible School Opens
be held M onday through Sept. I . from  
6 :00  p.m . to 8 p.m. at B ethel A .M  E. 
C hurch  ,5828 N .E . 8th A ve .. T rans
po rta tion  is ava ilab le . F o r in fo rm a 
tion  ca ll 288-5429.

I t ’ s t im e  fo r  B e the l A .M  E. 
C h u rc h 's  V a ca tio n  B ib le  S cho o l! 
Com e and share the G ood N ew s that 
Jesus is the Pow er to L iv e , G ro w  and 
O vercom e! Vacation B ib leS choo l w ill

Youth Outreach At Irvington Park
A fr ic a n  Am erican C lergies and 

its the Y o u th  Gangs O utreach P ro
g ra m  w i l l  su p e rv ise  gam es at 
Irv in g to n  Park, fro m  10 a m. to

3 :30 p.m ., on Saturday.
There w i l l  be free food, tro 

phies and ribbons fo r game par
tic ipan ts.

Thank you
T he F am ily  O f H enri Johns W ish  T o  Express O u r S incere A pp rec ia 

tio n  T o  The M any Friends W h o  Supported Us D u rin g  O ur Bereavement.

G ro w in g  C h u rch
With Growing Choir 

Seeks Ambitious Christian 
Organist/Musician

Call 284-5171 or 254-5863 
Leave Message

Mt Olivet 
Baptist Church
8501 N. Chautauqua Blvd., 
at Willis Blvd.

W orship  Services 8:00am &  11:00am.
Church School 9:30 to 10:30am,
B ib le  Study, Wednesdays, 10:30am &  7:00pm 
Radio M in is try  each Sunday, 8:00am on K B M S

A Teaching Church With A Reaching Ministry 
Dr. James E. Martin, Senior Pastor

(503) 240-PRAY

Cox Funeral Home Inc.
(503)281-4891

Jerome G. Tanner 
A. Funeral Director

A. A. COX, SR. 
Mortician & A.

C H A R L E N E  C O X  T A N N E R  
M anager

JE R O M E  G. T A N N E R  
A . Funeral D ire c to r

The Loss o f  a loved one 
is always a traumatic 

experience. But it can be 
made easier i f  you  contact 

a facility  that has your 
interest at heart.

ZZWorld of Adventure ZZ

a Multi-Cultural, Music and arts Day Camp 
at First Presbyterian Church 

12th & Alder SW
July ¡0 -August 18; 9 - 4pm w/ext. hrs 

$80 - 90/week 
call 228-7331

FAITH TEMPLE CHURCH
4224 S.E.62nd Avenue 

(between Powell & Foster)
Portland, Oregon 97206

SUNDAY
Sunday School 9:30am 

M orning  Worship 10:45am 
Evangelistic Service 7:30pm 

Tuesday Pastoral Teaching 7:00pm 
FRIDAY

Evangelistic Service 7:00pm
DAILY

Prayer 12 00pm  &  6:00pm

(503) 774-5470
P A S TO R S : B ishop Robert S im pson, Jr. •  D r Ida M  Simpson

2808  'A fê  'Aiatièn OTrei/iel id in p  dUwd. 
(Obie W wM ui/iatyfadtiwn (5 0 8 ) 2 8 8 -5 2 4 6

WELCOME TO THE NEWLY REMODELED!

ALBINA CHRISTIAN
LOCATED AT

5522 N. ALBINA AVENUE 
PORTLAND, OREGON 97217 

PH. 283-1635
BISHOP SAMUEL M. IRVING, PASTOR

S E R V IC E S
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 

9:45 A.M.
SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP CELEBRATION! 

11:00 A.M.
SUNDAY EVENING HOUR OF POWER! 

6:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY EVENING:

WORSHIP & PRAISE!
FAMILY TRAINING HOUR 

7:00 P.M.

Everybody is saying:
“ I T ' S  L I V E ! ”

rsSt, (IPttvuofi
103 NE Morris St., Portland, OR 97212

• Sunday School - 9:30am
• Sunday Morning Worship Service -1 1 :00am
• Sunday School Teacher’s Meeting Tues - 6:30pm
• Bible Study Wednesday 6:00pm
• Prayer Meeting Wednesday - 7:00pm

Church Phone Number 
287-7457

We Invite You To Come And Worship With Us.
The Church Where Everybody is Somebody And Christ Is AU. 

D r. Joe S. Hardie, Pastor

1


