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Having Learned From Experience
Bv Prof. McKinley Bi h i

In terms of a successful game 
plan lor the advancem ent o f  the eco
nom ic status o f inner-city residents, 
nothing beats the advice of the Buick 
Com pany of yesterday: “Ask the man/ 
wom an who owns one.” W ho else 
should know best?

However, we note the d isclaim 
ers that com e with the directions for 
new “easy to assem ble" toys: "Some 
judgm ent is required.” You would 
not be wrong if you equated this 
adm onition to today’s com m ent in 
my Perspectives column

An unhappy reader, following 
an early theme of mine, is quoted; 
“Local leadership captives o f  out
sider board of directors... ‘w e’ have 
lost direction and control, not to

m ention, m illions in real estate.” 
(That is what we know about!)

This encore  we d o n ’t need, 
where our “prime m overs" talk-that- 
black-talk, then skip over highly 
qualified African Americans to se
cure the appointm ent o f their "favor
ite while folks.” A former student o f 
mine describes the process as one of 
neo-uncle Tom s and Aunt Jemmas 
rebuilding the old plantation network. 
In my own case, over a 25 year pe
riod, I ’ve had a 95 percent success 
rate for obtaining grants or invest
ments, with directing roles biased 
toward those who could best understand 
the goals specified in the “Needs A«?»?: 
ment” or the “Marketing Plan."

That is the “one side o f the coin.” 
One the other hand, it is quite obvi

ous that in other to advance the eco
nomic level (and ow nership) o f the 
com munity, the technical input of 
many cultures is required; especially, 
considering that the alleged "A ffir
mative Action” process did not work 
long enough or diligently enough to 
bring minorities and women to any
thing like a meaningful level o f com 
petitiveness. So, like others in my 
peer group, I’ve reached into the old 
“encore” bag again.

In the early ’70s, I leased Grey-’ 
hound busses to take black parents 
and youth out to see various U.S. 
Forest Service operations such as 
l i c e  farms, nurseries and horticul
tural labs. The idea was to expose the 
youth to career opportunities they 
would not be made aware o f in the

ghetto (or in school). It worked like 
a charm and resulted in over a score 
of youths getting good jobs and sup
port for a college education while 
working. Interestingly, a number of 
"parents” also got jobs as a result o f 
the exposure. Both were drawn from 
classes I taught at P.S.U. and new s
paper ads I ran in the Portland Ob
server.

So, this time I’ve drawn on that 
particular experience for one o f my 
“encore’ projects. Taking advantage 
of the fact that a number of my former 
students (all white) are in executive 
or supervisory positions out there in 
the westside com puter chips and elec
trical instrumentdomain, we’vecome 
up with a "variation on the theme," 
where occasionally com pany vans
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, Lets Act Like It
are em ployed to bring out kids and 
parents. The idea, again, is orienta
tion and m otivation and special 
projects - a favorite sim ilar to the one 
with which I won a National Science 
Foundation prize for The Dalles 
School District.

It is may hope that this time I 
have better luck in persuading mi
nority fathers to involve their bosses 
and plant managers in sim ilar activi
ties. Som etim es it is very hard to 
convince grass roots people that a lot 
can be accom plished with just initia
tive and com m itm ent - though one 
mav lack status or degrees in special
ized subjects.

A n o th e r  d e v e lo p m e n t has 
proved very productive. Several 
plants have guest houses for visiting

•
dignitaries, especially overseas buyZ’ 
ers. One had several cancellations* 
this summer and we were able to* 
invite a couple of dignitaries of our* 
ow n, inc lud ing  several African* 
American scientists and educators - 
again I 'm  designing an innovative 
project, we hope will deliverthe edu
cational product we could not per
suade the school district to produce.

All inall, I wouldsay thalmostactivity 
is about establishing some productive cri
teria and innovating schemes that will help 
to counter the social pathologies and trau 
mas that besiege us today. And perhaps 
to inspire some of that middle-class 
in our community who thought we 
had it made. The “real estate" analysis 
will appear later in a “Minority Econom
ics" article.

ADOPTION INFORMATION!
H R .

MINORITY FAMILIES - DO YOU WANT TO ADOPT?

ONE CHURCH, ONE CHILD OF OREGON, IS SEEKING 
MINORITY FAMILIES TO ADOPT MINORITY CHILDREN*

THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR OUR SERVICES.

Many children of all ages are available for adoption. One church, 
One child of Oregon can give you the information that you will 
need to start the adoption process. We are looking for families 
that are:

AFRICIAN AMERICAN

ASIAN /PACIFIC ISLANDERS

HISPANIC

NATIVE AMERICAN

PLEASE CONTACT US AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. WE CAN HELP YOU.

OUR PHONE NUMBER IS (503)288-5399 

OUR FAX NUMBER IS (503)288-6095

OUR ADDRESS IS 1433 N.E. ALBERTA STREET 
PORTLAND OREGON 97211
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WHEN IT'S BUDGET CUTTING TIME, THEY 
ALWAYS START WITH THE EASIEST TARGETS.
Children can't stand up for themselves. Which makes them an easy mark for politicians when they're 

cutting back. Give children your voice. Yours. Kids can't vote, but you can. THE CHILDREN'S DEFENSE FUND I

Heart And Soul 
Of Cooking
Featured

Continued from Metro, page B I▲
lard, tallow and bacon grease.

She credit her expertise with 
“great teachers," especially her moth
er. Her favorite foods include barbe
cue, chitterlings, greens, cake, and 
pie.

“And don’t forget biscuits, torti
llas and beans, Blacknall adds.

The book is available at Porter 
Enterprises, inside o f  N ew berry’s at 
Lloyd Center; Roslyns' Garden and 
Coffee House at 1438 N.E. Alberta 
St.; and Reflections Book Store at 
the W alnut Park Shopping Center, 
446 N.E. Killingsworth. The sug
gested retail price is $12.95.

Another book singing party will 
be held at Reflections, Aug. 26 from 
2 p  in. to 4 p in.

Grandfather’s General Store 
To Open

Leonard Smith, a longtime com 
munity activist, has announced the 
grand opening o f  his new G randfa
th e r’s G eneral Store at 3524 N. 
Mississippi Ave.

The unveiling o f  this fresh new 
store, ju s t north o f  Fremont, will take 
place on Tuesday beginning at 6p.m . 
in conjunction with National Night 
()ut, the annual neighborhood crime 
prevention event.

Smith will provide live music 
and free balloons for the children.

In addition to his own selection 
o f  snacks, ice cream, groceries and

convenience items, the store will fea
ture such ice cream specialties as 
real, m ade-to-order milkshakes, ba
nana splits and sundaes.

On hand for the grand opening 
will be John Barnes’ mobile barbe
cue, Porky’s, which will be at the 
store on a regular schedule. The store 
is now own, seven days a week from 
8 a.m. to 10 p.m.

Smith invites the public to enjoy 
Nat ional N ight Out by stop by for the 
special festivities, music, barbecue 
and delicious ice cream

NOW GET YOUR OWN VISA CARD

NO CREDIT CHECK

Dad’s

Service
Speedy Service

Friendly
Call For Quote

heating oils 
Best Cash Prices 

104 NE Russel 
Portland, OR 97212

282-5111

IFMO
INTERNATIONAL FREELANCE 
MODELS ORGANIZATION

Models Needed
Models Organization
• Fresh Faces...Figures...Im ages.
• No Restrictions to  Age .Sex...Race.
• May Qualify for International Screen Test
• No Experience Required!

Call Ken Groves at 287-3232

P o ’ P olk Construction, Inc,
\ ‘ ' •.

In GOD almighty

Before

we trust r T o t

281-5935
Jfii

After

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
901 N.E. Roselawn Portland, Oregon

EVEN IF YOU HAVE *BAD CREDIT* NO CREDIT* BANKRUPTCY* LOW INCOME*

How to apply
1. Complete, sign and mail the VISA Application-Savings Agreement below to

American State Bank 
2737 N. E. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd 

Portland, Oregon 97212
2. Be sure to include your money order or personal check in U.S. dollars for $625.00 or more 
(in increments of $600.00) made payable to American State Bank. Receipt of your funds 
opens a savings account in your name. Each increment of $600.00 deposited in vour 
savings account establishes a $600.00 line of credit for you.
3. Your new VISA card will arrive within three weeks. If your request is denied for any reason 
you will receive all your money back, including the $25.00 application fee.

Credit Disclosure; Application Fee $25; Annual Percentage Rate 18%; Late Payment Fee 
$15; Annual Membership Fee $45; Cash Advance Fee $5 or 2%, whichever is greater- over
method $15 GraCe Per'° d 25 dayS’ Balance is comPuted on average daily balance 

Any Questions? Call Wilson in our Bankcard Department, (503) 282-2216.

Name: 
Address;
City:
Phone (home) (

Secured VISA Application/Savings Account Agreement

State:
)

Zip:

Name of Employer: 
Social Security Number:

Phone (work) (

Birthdate:

My check of (not less than $625.00) in enclosed. Yes. I want to open a VISA
account I understand that the interest bearing savings account at American State Bank will serve as 
collateral for my Secured VISA account and is fully insured by FDIC up to $100,000.00.

Signature: Date:

An African-American Owned Bank


