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What 60 Minutes Did Not Tell About Nigeria

A
frica sadly stands 
alone, a misunderstood 
continent... imperfect 
patches of its culture and 

tradition are often beamed to 
an ignorant world.”

It was precisely a year ago that I 
observed the above statement in this 
column I told you how the western 
media, glorifies in giving you the 
side of Africa that would invariably 
dissuade and drain vour love for that 
continent.

Before CBS washed Nigeria’s 
d iity corruption secrets before the 
entire world on 60 Minutes the last 
two weeks, it was horrible stories 
about death and disease in Africa and 
gory pictures o f a ravaging Ebola 
virus prowling the streets o f Zaire 
looking for whom to devour.

Before then it was Nigeria con 
men caught in the camera lenses de­
frauding white foreigners. I know by 
now you are wondering why and 
asking how did it happen that all 
these vices and diseases are embed­
ded in the fabric o f Africa societies?

I f  you had watched the 60 min­
utes piece, you might think bribery 
and forgery originated from Nigeria, 
a country o f about 120 m illion black
folks.

Maybe i t ’ s on ly going to be a 
lit t le  tim e before a psycho w ou ld  
wake up and te ll the Am erica 
pub lic that vice or co rrup tion  o f  
a ll kinds comes from  A frica  s im ­
ply because a couple o f  sick N i­
gerians accepted bribes from  
CBS reporters.

Before then let me refresh 
your memory that long before 
now, most A fr ic a  societies or 
precise ly N ige ria  com m unities 
were an embodiment o f  peace 
and purity.

C orrup tion  o f  any kind was

foreign to our society and b r ib ­
ery was an abom ination pun ish­
able by banishment. That was 
u n til the European cam e and 
changed our method o f buying 
and se lling .

They introduced us to " lo b ­
by ing .”  a more refined word fo r 
bribery. These fo lks  bequeathed 
to us a system that encourages 
fraud at the expense o fo u r b ro th ­
ers. I t ’ s a legacy that our co lo ­
n ia l master le ft behind.

N igeria  stands as one o f the 
richest countries in natural re­
sources. It is the fif th  largest sup-

p lie r o f  crude o il to Am erica.
Much o f  its beauty have been 

swallowed in a negative media 
b litz  orchestra ted by faceless 
enemies o f  A frica .

Show me a country where 
there is no b ribe ry  and co rrup ­
tion. Where money cannot buy 
you anyth ing, inc lud ing  a pass­
port.

D on ’ t be m isled. It is a ques­
tion o f  conscience fo lks. N o th ­
ing extraord inary.

Promise King is an associate 
editor o f  the Portland Observer. He 
was born in Nigeria, West Africa.
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Baby's Name: Vivianna Sophia Colburn 

Date o f B irth : 6-30-95 Sex: Female 
M o th e r’s Name: Melanie Dawn Colburn 

Father’s Name: David Daniel Colburn (O f Portland, OR) 
W eight: 7 lb 14oz Length: 20 1/2 in. 

G randparents/Paternal: Francine &  Alan o f Portland 
Grandparents/M eternal: Roger &  Connie o f Portland 

Great Grandparents/Paternal: Thaine &  Deloris o f  Friendship 
Great G randparent/ Paternal: Virginia o f Camas 

Great Grandparents/ M aternal: Olive &  Alva

CELEBRATION of 
U t e  J l u r t l a n f t  (O h B e r n e r

Wt RESERVE THE SPECIALS EFFECTIVE TUESDAY through SUNDAY
RIGHT TO LIMIT JULY 11 through JULY 16,
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DADDY'S LONG LEGS
Special Event Doll

“Mary And Her Lamb” Order Now $80^

M M E  TO

SUMMER PEACE CAMP
A refreshing experience for youth 10-13 years old! 

2 Camp Locations/each 2 Weeks long

Time: 10:00am - 3:00pm Tuition: $20.00 
(2.00 a day)

July 10-21 Parkrose Knott School 
11456 N. E. Knott Street

July 24-Aug 4 Dishman Community Center 
77 NE Knott St.

Portland, Or 97212

For information
call Oregon Peace Institute 228-8563

SCOTT PAPER SALE
TOWELS a  a  J LC

BIG
ROLL 69

BATH TISSUE
$0494

 1 0 0 0 SHEET S
ROLLS M J  

PER PKG.

FACIAL TISSUES
$159
5 I

300 TISSUES 
PER BOX

HAMBURGER HELPERS
BETTY CROCKER

All Varieties

6.2S to 8.5  
BOX EACH

Home Delivery Is Available Call: 245-4595

Special Signing Event 
Sunday August 6, 11:00 - 5:00 PM 

Artist I Creator 
Karen Germany in person

Julias
10 16 S.W. Morrison

Information 274-9308

Pressed For Working Capital? 
Press Here. N ow!
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Your business is growing fast. So fast that your bank can't 

keep up with your need for working capital to expand and 

increase profits. Seize business opportunities today that 

w on't be there tomorrow. By calling Princeton Capital |  

now, you can tap the full potential of your business 

with flexible working capital financing or secured 

revolving lines of credit. Princeton Capital is the 

premier provider of innovative working capital

I
Do you know the most common mistakes made by 

many small business owners?
Call Princeton Capital today for your free copy of 

Hptc To Avoid The Five Financial Pitfalls 
O f Small Business.

V.

solutions to small businesses nationwide. We can help you 

secure the capital your business needs to succeed. Borrow 

up to $10 million against your government and corporate 

T l contract assets, accounts receivable, purchase 

orders and inventory. Call Princeton Capital 

today. We're different than a bank, and that can 

make all the difference to your business.

Call Chris McKernan locally at 1-503-295-2292.

Princeton Capital
Finance Company
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