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Dave Matthews Band

Pianist Bates (ives Concert Af PSU 4

T'here was a time when every
rock’n’roll movement sprung from
the grass roots. While much has
changed over the years, a band work-
ing entirely on its own -- outside the
parameters of current trends -- can
generate the kind of organic electric-
ity that marketers spend a fortune
trying to create. Case in point
Charlottesville, Virginia’s Dave
Matthews Band.

Inthe three years since Matthews
puttogether the genre-blending quin-
tet, its charged live performances
have come to pack clubs, theaters
and arenas across the country. “It’s
been a very natural, very low-key
progression,” says Matthews. “I don’t
feel like we've had this drastic, over-
night success. It's basically been a
matter of word-of-mouth -- people
liking what they've seen and bring-
ing some friends with them the next
time around.”

l'hose die-hard fans have also
snapped up copies of the band’s self-
released debut, Remember
Things (over 130,000 copies since
its fall 1993 release) -- a remarkable
feat, considering the album was in-
dependently distributed. While the
band notes that the first release may
have hinted at their potential, they
are satisfied that Under The Table
And Dreaming, their RCA debut --
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produced by Steve Lillywhite (U2,
lalking Heads, Rolling Stones) --
captures the nuances of the intricate
interplay that marks the band’s com-
plex live shows. The critics agree
Rolling Stone Called it “one of the
most ambitious releases of the year.”

With singer/guitarist Matthews’
vulnerable, expressive voice at the
fore, the band (reedman LeRoi
Moore, violinist Boyd Tinsley, Bass-
ist Stefan Lessard and drummer Cart-
er Beauford) weaves amesh of sounds
that Details described as “unpeggable
and totally addictive.” Each member

showcases a highly individual ap-
proach, making the Dave Matthews

Band a truly eclectic ensemble
“The way I look at it, we have
lead

Matthews says

five voices in this band,”
“I may be the first
thing people notice, since | do the
singing, but there are times when
LeRoi’s sax is the voice, and times
when Boyd's violin is at the front
And in Carter and Stefan, we have
something that goes far beyond a
simple rhythm section. There are very
few times when the audience has just

one thing to listen to.”

One exposure to the twelve songs
on Under The Table And Dreaming
imparts the sense that this band is
original enough to defy pigeonhol-
ing

Evocative melodies soar over
compact grooves on tracks like “Sat-
ellite” and “Jimi Thing,” while the
band airs its more visceral nature on
edgy rockers like “Rhyme & Rea-
son” and “What Would You Say
Such stylistic shifts occur within
songs as well: the propulsive “Ware-
house™ boasts a richly-textured fu-
sion-styled break, while “Ants
Marching™ weds straight-up funk and
a lively country fiddle

“In the beginning, [ didn’t have
a fully-formed idea of what [ was
going for,” Matthews admits. “I just
set out to assemble my dream group
of musicians -- people I'd been lis-
tening to locally for years -- and
much to my surprise, they all agreed
to join. And even after all this time
we still work the same way. There are
no rules in this band, no one to say
Wait, you can’t do that."”

With its independent refusal to
recognize borders, the Dave
Matthews Band proves that they have
what the San Francisco Chronicle
said to be “a means of expression
free enough of cliche to be an authen-
tic alternative
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I'he final concert of the 1994
PSU Piano Recital Series i1s given
Sunday by internationally renowned
artist Leon Bates. The event begins
at 4 p.m. in the Lincoln Performance
Hall at 1620 S.W. Park

Bates will perform works by

Johannes Brahms, Ludwig van

Beethoven, Arthur Cunningham
Samuel Barber and George Walker
lckets are $15 for general admis-

onand $13
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renowned classical pianist, Batesisa
rarity; add that he is classical pianist

who can bench-press 300 pounds

and the mind boggles

I'he Philadelphia native lovesto
talk with people about his career and
his avocation, maintaining that body
building helps him as a pianist and
the discipline required for both 1s
v has helped propel him to suc-
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9 AM - 11 PM Monday through Saturday
9 AM - 9 PM Sundays
Used books bought every day till 8:30 PM
On the #20 Bus line * One hour free parking
1005 West Burnside Street
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R

Complimentary passes are available at

THE PORTLAND OBSERVER
4747 N.E. M.L.K. Bivd.
to the first 25 people who request them

saturing The Hit Song “Freedom™ Parformed By Over 70 Top Artists Including Aaliyoh,
, Queen Latifeh, Salt-N-Pepa, SWV, TLC & Venessa Williams From Mercury Records.
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