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White Men Still May Apply

BY Earr Orari Hi TCHINSON,
Pu.D.

President Clinton is the latest to
sing the angry white male blues. His
promise to eliminate federal affirma-
tive action measures that are unfair is
a blatant and cynical political sop to
Gingrich conservatives. Even worse.

gally refers to “affirmative action.”
The goal is to promote racial equity
inemployment. Contractors and sub-
contractors who have 50 or more
employees and do more than $50,000
in business with the federal govern-
ment are required to insure that their
employees reflect the “diversity” in
the workforce. The procedures are

to replace qualified (or even unqual-
ified-white males) with unqualified
women or minority candidates. Con-
tractors have not been forced to have
a fixed quota of minority or women
in their company

Ifcontractors don't comply with
their own plan, what's the punish-
ment? An estimated 250,000 con-

Bush years. They weren't out in the
cold for long. Since 1972, thirty-two
companies have been debarred for
an average time of eight months
White contractors continue to
gripe incessantly about government
“set aside” programs. This is much
ado about little. Congress mandated
that 18 government agencies are ob-

cific jobs in specific agencies. They
must be flexible and temporary. There
was not one word in the decision that
said that whites could not be hired
'he court made it clear that hiring
had to be “fair’ to white applicants
and that they could and should be
hired ifthere were no qualified wom-

€n or minorities

While many corporations issue
press releases, brochures, assorted
hand-outs and annual stockholder
reports that boast of their commit-
menttodiversity, a Korn Kerry inter-
national survey in 1991 found that
less than one percent of the top cor-
porate executives were black. Yet

SiXty-nine percent of whites ina 1990

Iunpcr.( ungrcwunal Black (. aucus  straightforward: tractors did business with the federal  ligated to aw ard only five percent of White women, not blacks or National Opinion Research center
chair Kwesi Mfume and ¢ alifornia * Submit a utilization study of their  government in 199 I'he small force their contract funds to “socially and Latinos, have been the main ben- poll still believed that a corporation
House Assembly Speaker Willie employees. of compliance officers made 5,379 economically disadvantaged” indi-  eficiaries of these ‘quotas.” An-  would hire or promote a “less quali-

Brown also buckled in face of the
angry white male barrage Fhey

* If the number of women and mi-

compliance reviews of companies
Atthat rate (and the rate has declined

viduals. This does not mean blacks

gry white males rail that the “quo

fied black™ before a white

norities are underrepresented, de- alone. It includes Hispanics, Native  tas” and compliance reviews During the 1990-1991 reces-

agreed that Clinton’s action is “ap- velop a plan and submit it to the steadily since the early 1980's) it Americans, Asian Pacific Americans amount to “reverse discrimina slon many corporations hired no

propriate.” It isn’t Office of Federal Contract Com-  would take more than 46 years to  and even whites tion.” But there is no conclusive  blacks and do .rx nsized thousands
Affirmative action has fast pliance Programs review all the contractors. Three- Ihebiggestsource of white-male  evidence that the gains that wom-  out the door. The share of jobs ’.

moved up to the number one spot on
the nation’s political hit list Many

* The employer must make a “good
faith™ effort to hire qualified avail-

tourths of those reviewed quickly

complied or modified their own plan

rage, however, has been court-im-

posed “quotas.” They are rare and

en and minorities have made in

the workplace can be attributed

blacks held at major corporations

dropped for the first time in nine

white males fervently believe that if able women and minority appli- In prior years a few didn’t coop- have been imposed almost exclu- to ‘affirmative action lheir vears. Overall, blacks still make
a minority person is not comatose, cants. erate. During the administration of  siy ely on a handful of police and fire numbers would have increased up only 5.2 percent of the total :
the government will force a private Contrary to popular opinion, President Jimmy Carter 12 compa- departments nationally. The Para- anyway. This is due to better ed- cor !'-u--..:-; |-|.m.|_-cr'|.:’ positions
firmto hire that person before a white contractors are not forced to submit  nies were debarred from doing gov-  dise decision in 1987 was the only ucation training, and employ .*.;.mg' Clinton nor the conser- '
male . the plan to the federal government ernment business. The number of supreme Court decision that :\p?:L-- ment skills, the -|}|.1w|\c L'\;'.ﬂ:- vative assailants of affirmative ac-
I'hisisamyth. President | yndon Ihere is no army of federal monitors companies debarred has not come itly upheld court imposed “quotas.’ ston of professional managerial tion ask, “Is the racism that continues
Johnson signed Executive Order whoride roughshod over contractors close since then. Four were debarred It was widely attacked by con-  and technical jobs, and the in to pervade the American workplace :
11246 in 1965. This is still the only to make sure they comply with their  from doing business during the  servatives and sparingly read. It re- crease in job opportunities inthe  fair?” The answer is one they don't
federally-mandated program that le-  own plan. No contractors are forced Reagan years, and three during the  quired that quotas be tailored to spe-  public sector want to hear ; :
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for the 1995 Trains West Art
Association Show and Auction,
Oct. 20-21 in Vancouver. The
annual event draws artists,
collectors, dealers and art
admirers. Haines is well know
for his pencil drawings and
watercolors of traditional :
western themes.

Block Reserved For

T'he Portland City Council has
approved a lease a city block owned
by Northwest Natural Gas Co. for the
future site of a Classical Chinese
Garden.

I'he block is bounded by North-
west Flanders and Glisan at Second
and Third streets in the Old Town
Chinatown neighborhood. The lease
will give the city and the Classical
Chinese Garden Society use of the

property for 99 years, at a cost of $1 The garden itself will be authen- groups that are traditionally under- 5,
per year for the purpose of establish-  tic to the tradition of classical Chi- represented in the sciences, receive b
ing the garden. nese gardens, with the integration of high-quality mathematics, science
“I am extremely excited about  museum-quality art and space for andtechnology education through- v £
the prospect of a Chinese garden in community activities, promoters said out their middle school vears, said
Old Town/Chinatown because it will It will be built in the style of Jeff Estes, laboratory project man- walch as ]“ : !
be another significant step in efforts private urban gardens of Suzhou ager. .;.‘_'
to revitalize the area,” said Mayor The garden can become a cul- . i
Vera Katz. “It is also an important  tural landmark and attraction for cit- ﬂlavers Vle "]I'
step in the “internationalization’ of  izens and visiiors alike. i
our city, linking us more closely with “Portland now has an opportu- ‘ :
the local Chinese communityandour  nity to become the only city in the J5R
sister cities of Suzhouand Kaohsiung United States to possess an authentic g’
I'he city has been negotiating Suzhou-style classical garden. Such , ’ Reer
with Northwest Natural Gas Co. for  a garden would become an eloquent $os!

the past year to obtain the option
agreement for the land, currently used
as a parking lot. Under terms of the
agreement, by the time the lease is
exercised. the Garden Society, with
the support of the city, will need to

have raised sufficient funds to begin

. Classical Chinese Garden

the project.

Organizers plan to develop a
budget with the help of garden de-
signers from Suzhou by the end of
April. After approval of the budget,
fund-raising will begin. The city will
exercise the lease option by the time
of construction, which is expected to
begin by early 1997. Completion of
the garden is expected no later than
spring of 1998,

symbol not only of our friendship
with contemporary China but of our
deep respect for one of humanity's
most venerable cultural traditions.”
said Donald Jenkins of the Portland
Art Museum and Chair of the Classi-
cal Chinese Garden Society.

Studies

Harriet Tubman Middle
School, 2231 N.Flint, will boost its
science education with the help of
a$44,988 grant designed to reform
science eduction in the Northwest

I'he award comes fromthe U.S.
Department of Energy’s Pacific
Northwest Laboratory in Richland,
Wash. and is one of five awards
given to Washington and Oregon
middle schools

The laboratory conducts re-
search in fields of basic science to
solve problems in the areas of the
environment, energy. health and
national security

I'he grant includes money for
teaching training, curriculum de-
velopment, scientific equipment,
materials and supplies. field re-
search and a science and technolo-
gy newsletter

Fhe program is designed to
see thatall students, including those

You probably satw it first m the
Portland Observer newspaper.

Agency Litho Closes Doors
Without Paying Workers

\ local company, Agency Litho,
607 SW Idaho, shout down earlier
this month without paying workers
their final paycheck. Payroll records
show that the firm owes 37 employ-
ces nearly $88.000. At least $59.000
of the amount due will be paid to
workers out of the Wage Security
Fund, which helps displaced work-
ers by paying them an amount equal
to their wages lost when a plant or a

businesscloses. Toreceive payment,

workers must first file a wage claim
with the bureau’s Wage and Hour
Division. Former Litho employees
can call 731-4074 in Portland for
more information

Bureau officials say that the
wages Litho owes range from $119
to $4.825. The Wage Security Fund,
which is the nation’s most compre-
hensive program to help such dis-
placed workers, can pay up to $2.000
per claim. Claimants who complete

the necessary wage claim paperwork
can expect to receive checks within
three weeks

I'he Wage Security Fund has
been in the news recently because an
Internal Revenue Service assessment
that could exceed $3 million in taxes
and penalties on payments made to
workers since 1986, threatens the

tuture of the Fund

makers and a producer of Oregon
mineral water. All will unite to
achieve a common goal: helping to
raise funds for and awareness of lo-
cal, regional and international hun-

ger-relief efforts

a Jeep Wrangler-S,
and a Caribbean
Garnival Cruise.

OREGON
LOTTERY

north Portland area and is reported

to have beenseen in Columbia Coun-
tv and Lewis County, Wash
Crime Stoppers is offering a

cash reward of up to $1.000 for

Stoppers, which leadstoan arrest in

this case or any unsolved felony
crime and you can remain anony-
mous. Call Crime Stoppers at(503)

823-HELP

Saturday, April 29, 7-8 pm
KOIN Portland « KOBI Medford
KMTR Eugene « KMTZ Coos Bay
KOTI Klamath Falls |

_ﬁm/z/m,zp,mmm-wmuh*
The Benson Hotel + The Heathman Hotel - Mario's for Women + Alex Forma




