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o card-carrying C ostco lovers, the  idea of a convenient 
new sto re  righ t n ear dow ntow n Portland  is p ro b ­
ably a slam  d u n k . Por th o u san d s, i t ’d m ean no 

m ore long drives to  o u r su b u rb an  sto res. Qo.

would a ttra c t o th e r  m ega reta ilers. E ventually , they  fear, th is  could  
force o lder in d u stria l firm s o u t and  tu rn

\X hich woidd help relieve som e of th e  crow d­
ing o u t there .

B ut what abou t n o n -C o stco  custom ers?
W ould  th ey  care  o n e  way o r th e  o th e r?  P rohah ly  n o t.
I fn til  they  read  th e  foil ow ing.

A NEW COSTCO =
LESS TRAFFIC?

S tra n g e  nu t tru e .
By e lim in a tin g  th e  trip s 
th a t Portland  businesses 
and  fam ilies m ust now 
m ake to  get to  ou tly ing  
C ostcos, over 6 0 0 ,0 0 0  
m iles of driv ing would be 
saved each mon th . r h a t ’s 
a lo t o f traffic , a lo t o f 
a ir  p o llu tion .

S o  does th a t m ean  
loads of new congestion  
in and  a round  th e  new 
N W  sto re  lo ca tio n ?
A ctuall y, no. S u re , there  
would he som e increase 
in traffic  h u t extensive 
studies done by th e  nationally  respected traffic eng ineering  firm  of 
K itte lson  & A ssociates show i t ’d only a ttra c t abou t 2 3 0  cars an h o u r 
in to  C ostco, o r ju st 3 .8  per m in u te . A nd  th a t ’s at peak times. 
(W hich , as any C ostco  shopper know s, is in th e  a fte rn o o n  or w eek­
ends, since we don t even open til 
10 a .m . So  we wou ld n ’t add to  the  N s  
m orn ing  weekday traffic c runch .)

T he  o th e r  good news is the  
ideal loca tion  at N W  Yeon and 
N ico lai, sm ack at th e  base of an  
underutilized portion  of the  1-405 free­
way. Iraffic could be easily a n d  safely 
accommodated; an op in ion  th a t both the 
Portland B ureau of Tralfic M anagem ent 
and  O regon  Dept. of T ransporta tion  share. T l )

T ruth  is, O D O T  says after C ostco  is th rough  \
m ak in g  $1  m illio n  in  im p ro v e m e n ts  on  Yeon, it ’ll a c tu a lly  w ind 
up im prov ing  tra ffic  flow a n d  sa fety.

ON THE SUBJECT OF DOLLARS.
i f  yo u ’re n o t a C ostco  shopper, you m ay figure C o stco  c a n ’t 

save you any m oney. You ’d h  e ri gh t. B u t as a P o rtland  er, you m igh t 
he in te res ted  to  know  th a t  a new C ostco  w arehouse would pum p 
lo ts o f dollars hack in to  th e  area.

Pirst, with over 1 / 5  new well paying, inner-city  jobs, hired 
th rough  Portland’s innovative JohN et program . A nd, because C ostco 
w illb  e renovating tile  h isto ric  U .S . S teel warehouse, we ll earn  som e 
$ 1 .9  m illion in property tax abatem en ts over the  next 15 years./  \ l lo f  

udiich we intend to give bach to the local community.
T h ere  are  also som e 1 0 0  P o rtland  sm all 

businesses th a t  sell to  C o stco . T h e y ’ll share  
in th e  success o f expanded  sales a t th e  new 

w arehouse.
A n d , while i t ’s n o t widely know n, 

C ostco  and  its em ployees are stro n g  
supporters of ch ild ren  and  educa tional 
program s. P ike T h e  M aurice Lucas S po rts  

Inv ita tiona l, D oernbe cher C hild  re n ’s H o s­
pital, S e lf E n h an c em en t Inc. and  C ities in 

Schools. You n eed n ’t shop at C ostco  to  appreciate  th a t.

th e  area in to  a com m erc ia l zone.
We u n d e r s ta n d  th e i r  c o n c e rn  h u t 

i t ’s ju s t  n o t  ju s t i f ie d .  T o r o n e  th in g ,  
th e r e  a re  no more s i te s  w ith in  th is  

c e n t r a l  a re a  big e n o u g h  to  h a n d le  
a d d i t io n a l  la rg e  r e ta i le r s  lik e  u s . (We know , 

w e’ve s p e n t  six  y e a rs  lo o k in g  fo r  o th e r s .)

WHY A DOWNTOWN COSTCO 
SHOULD MAKE SENSE 

TO YOU EVEN IF YOU NEVER 
SHOP AT COSTCO.

CO5TCO>

A nd consider S ea ttle  and S an  Jose. W e’ve opened sto res in bo th  
cities, in very sim ilar industria l d istricts. N o t one  large reta iler has 
followed. S till, a f ew industria l landow ners and som e well m eaning  
residents in N W  neighborhoods (who a re n ’t aware of or d o n ’t believe 
sta te  and  city traffic appraisals) are ra th e r adam an tly  against a new 
central city C ostco.

if  there  were o ther 
efficient locations conve­
nien t to  Portland we’d 
sure pursue them . T here 
just a ren ’t. S o  it all comes 
down to  five votes.

WHY A PORTLAND COSTCO MAKES SENSE- 
THE CONDENSED VERSION:

•< r

S

SO WHY THIS AD?
W ith so m uch going 

for a new C ostco, how 
could anybody he against
it? Well, if you haven’t✓
heard, there are som e who 
worry that a C ostco on th is 
site—even though  it s at 
the  very edge of the  N W  
“Industrial S anc tuary  —

THE CITY COUNCIL WILL 
DECIDE ON APRIL 19.

• Brings 175 good inner-city jobs and new revenues to Portland
• Cost savings for 50,000+ city residents & small businesses
• Eliminates 600,000+ miles of traffic monthly
• Traffic impact less than feared (actually makes NW Yeon safer)
• No Govt, subsidies (in fact, returns $1.9 million to community)
• Helps nearly 100 local companies who supply Costco
• Saves/Restores historic U.S. Steel warehouse
• City and State agree road system can safely handle traffic
• Majority of businesses and residents support it

. , | • Only practical site available in city. If not here, where?
I n u n -  I------ --------- --------------------------- ---------O f  th e  severa

dred firm s loca ted  in th is  in d u s tr ia l area, o n ly  a sm all n u m b e r 
have gone o n  record  as o b jec tin g . C lea r ly, th  e m a jo rity  feel th e  
p luses ou tw eigh  any  negatives. 2 8 0  firm s ( in c lu d in g  Jam es R iver 
Paper, L in co ln  & A llen  B indery  an d  B in g h am  C o n s tru c tio n )  
have already  reg is te red  th e ir  su p p o rt. B u t it s a land  use issue so, 
in  th e  end, th e  on ly  decision  m akers who c o u n t are  th e  five C ity  
C o u n c il m em bers . W h ich  is w here you com e in .

If you agree th a t a C ostco  near the  core of Portland  m akes sense, 
even if you’re no t cu rren tly  a C ostco  m em ber, we’d sure appreciate 
your help. Let your feelings he know n (7 ,2 0 0  already have). Call. O r  
write a letter, if  you re no t quite  th a t m otivated , at least cu t ou t th is 
n o te  an d  send  o r  fax it to  th e m .

W ith  well over 5 0 ,0 0 0  
c u r r e n t  C o s tc o  sh o p - 
pers in  th e  c e n tra l  
P o rtla n d  a re a , i t ’s 
such  a waste having 
th e m  drive  o u t to  
th e  sub u rb s and  
back . Iron ica lly ,
th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  o u r  c u s to m e r s  a re  
sm a  11 h u s in e s s e s  a n d  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f th o s e  a re  lo c a te d  in  o r  
n e a r  th e  c en tra l city. W h ere  th e r e ’s still no  C o stco  to  serve th e m . 

N atu ra lly , we expect to  p rosper from  th e  dow ntow n sto re  to o .
T h a t ’ s why we w an t to

HALl>

I-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------1
DEAR HONORABLE CITY COMMISSIONER:

P lease  v o te  in  favo r o f a new  C o s tc o  s to re  fo r P o r tla n d ’s C e n tra l  C ity . I enthusiastically  
support C ostco and believe it woidd benefit tbe  m ajority  of Portland businesses and re s id en ts . 

W h a t’s m o re ,_____________________________ _____________________________________________
(optional additional comment»)

Sincerely,
Name

(signature)
Pho

Address_________________________________________________________________________ _____________________

Want us to mail a response for you? Want more info? Call 1*800-7 Z 4*2678.
O r complete and mail this one to: Portland City Commi»«ionen, City Hall, 1220S'OF 5th, Portland, Oregon 9 /2 0 4 . 

O r fax to Mayor Vera Katz at 823- 3588. O r call her at 823-4120. tte thank you. thousands o f Portlanders thank you.

lo c a te  th e re . I t ’s good 
b u s in e ss . B u t, in  th e  
process, it 11 also benefit 
o ts o f o th e r  businesses, 

vendors and  fam ilies in 
and  a ro u n t 1 Portl and .

Altogether, i t ’s som e­
th in g  we tl h a te  to  see a 
relatively sm all n u m b er 
o f d e trac to rs  squash .

A CENTRAL CITY COSTCO
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