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PACC And-HFEN Join Forces For
Regional Health Care

PACC Health Plans (PACC)and
the Health Future Enterprises Net-
work, Inc. (HFEN) announced today
that the two organizations have signed
i letter of intent to form a joint ven-
ture company to create a community-
based, integrated health care deliv-
ery system throughout Oregon and
parts of Washington. HFEN's part-
nership base includes hospitals and
physician groups in 16 Oregon com-
nunities. PACC is a regional man-
aged health care organization with
more than 105,000 members in Ore-

n and Washington

*Qur primary goals is to build a
nique, locally-based health care
jelivery system which serves the
health care needs of its members and
improves the health of the communi-
es in which we live and work,” said
ohn Meenaghan, HFEN’s president
We have conducted an extensive
review looking for the right partner,
nd PACC’s vision for how to make

this delivery system come alive far
exceeded its competitors.”

Martin Preizler, PACC's presi-
dent and CEO, said the plan is for the
two organizations to complete a de-
finitive agreement and business plan
for the new joint company by April

5.“We believe this is a tremendous
opportunity to create a new way of
delivering and financing health care
We want to bring the physicians, the
hospitals, and insurers, and commu-
nities together as partners,” Preizler
said. “Health care decisions need to
be made at the local level, and we
intend to create a company which 1s
customer focused and quality driv-
en.”

I'he letter of intent outlines a pro-
posal to create acompany dedicated to
improving health care access and de-
livery throughout Oregon

T'he jointcompany will be equal-
ly owned by PACC and the HFEN
providers. A board of directors will

be formed with equal representation
from PACC, the hospital partners,
and the physician partners. Manage-
ment for the new joint company will
be determined during the business
planning

“PACC will provide strong ad-
ministrative, marketing, and finan-
cial services, as well as strategic plan-
ning and state-of-the-art information
and reporting systems, to the new
venture in order to allow the physi-
cians and hospital staffs to dedicate
as much time as possible to doing
what they do best -- work with pa-
tients,” Preizler stated

“We envision creating one of
very few truly integrated delivery
systems dedicated to better serving
the health care needs of our commu-
nities,” Meenaghan added
not merely a contractual agreement;
it is a true partnership which brings
together the key facets of an integrat-
ed health care system.”
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| A newly launched program de-
| signed to persuade more Portland
| State University students, faculty
I and staff to take mass transit is
‘ showing early signs of success.
PSU’s Transportation and Park-

L ing Services Office Sold about 2,500
| discounted monthly bus passes to
| PSU students and employees from
late December through January 20.
I'hat far exceeds the first-month sales
goal of 1,500 bus passes, said Sandy
\rnold, manager of the Transporta-
tion and parking office

“We've definitely seen chang-
es inpeople’sdriving habits. We've
seen a number of people canceling
their parking permits,” said Arnold,
who added that February bus pass
sales have remained strong since
they went on sale Jan. 20

Discount Bus Pass Program
Signs Of Success

T'he all-zone monthly bus pass-
es sell for $21.50, half the normal
price. During the first month of sales,
2,240 PSU students, 151 staff mem-
bers and 134 faculty members bought
the discounted tickets. Another 50 or
so people bought senior-age (hon-
ored citizen), youth, or other passes.

“As people continue to find out
about this program by word-of-mouth
and other means, we really anticipate
sales increases,” Arnold said. “Once
the program is in full swing, we antic-
ipate selling 4,500 to 5,000 of the
discounted passes a month.”

Since December, Arnold said,
about 40 staff and faculty members
had canceled their monthly parking
permits, replacing them with newly
purchased discounted bus passes
“And that’s just the start,” she added.

The experimental discount bus
pass program will extend through
Mar. 31, 1996, although it will be re-
evaluated sometime this summerand
again this fall

While the number of discount
+pass buyers has been encouraging, a
significant number likely are per-
sons who normally would buy
monthly Tri-Met passes at regular
arices.

“We're looking to pickup 1,200
new riders over the course of this
program. It's hard to tell what's
happening so far,” said Jon Weaver,
I'ri-Met marketing representative
“But PSU is the largest destination
per capita downtown. From a re-
gional standpoint, it makes sense for
us to merge with PSU on this type of

a program
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