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The Assassination of Malcolm X: 
It ’s Time To Heal The Wounds Part II

y oover crea ted the 
i n  Counter In te lligence 

Program (Cointelpro) 
precisely for the purpose of 
disrupting the civil rights revolt 
and the b lack  lib e ra tio n
movement.

No tactic was off limits within 
Cointelpro: the massive infiltration 
of organizations, the use of agent 
provocateurs, disintormation cam­
paigns: and character assassination 
and physical assassination vs ere all 
accepted methods for Cointelpro 
One o f the favorite tactics of 
Cointelpro was to deliberately sow 
seeds o f dissension and division be­
tween leaders and organizations or 
to take advantage of internal disputes 
to discredit or destroy organizations 
and leaders. The rift between Mal­
colm X and the NOI was tailor made
for a Cointelpro operation

Indeed, near the end of his life,
Malcolm sensed that the conflict w ith 
the NOI of play ing into the hands ot 
the government. Based on his knowl­
edge of the capabilities of the NOI, 
Malcolm concluded that things were 
happening to him that were bey ond 
the capacity of the NOI. Something 
else was afoot. Malcolm's instincts 
were correct. Both the NOI and Mal­
colm 's OAAU were infiltrated by- 
government agents who were in a

position to collaborate on any oper­
ation that the government wished to 
conduct. In my judgement, the U.S. 
government, exploited the rift be­
tween Malcolm and the NOI to or­
chestrate his assassination. I he gun­
men who killed Malcolm may have 
been members of the NOI, but most 
assuredly some among them were 
also government agents. The pup­
pets may have been Muslims, but the 
puppeteers were outside ot the NOI. 
The United States Government con­
spired to kill Malcolm X.

As 1 stated from the outset of this 
discussion, the only productive rea­
son for recounting and assessing this 
painful history is to learn the lessons 
from that history so that we do not 
repeat the same mistakes again. And, 
in this tragic matter there were mis­
takes on all sides.

Our beloved Malcolm fueled the 
flames of conflict w ith his attack on 
his former leader and teacher the 
Honorable Elijah Muhammad and 
Earrakhan's rhetoric stoked the fires 
of rev enge and retribution which ul­
timately consumed Malcolm. The 
NOI and the Honorable Elijah Mu­
hammad had w eaknesses, but the NOI 
and the Honorable Elijah Muham­
mad also had enormous strengths 
which contributed to the rehabilita­
tion of the race. It is questionable

whether Malcolm’s airing of the 
NOI’s dirty linen in the "white me­
dia” was wise Malcolm himself in 
"Message from the Grassroots” cau­
tioned against this. 1 he moral and 
ethical concerns about the Honor­
able Elijah Muhammad should have 
first been aired through structures 
internal to the black community'.

It must always be absolutely 
clear, however, that no organization 
or leader that claims to be working 
on behalf of black people is above 
criticism. The w illingness ot'theNOl 
to respond to Malcolm's criticisms 
of the Honorable Elijah Muhammad 
by the ready use of intimidation and 
political v iolence must be condemned 
as reprehensible and counter pro­
ductive. Unfortunately , the tendency 
to use political violence against black 
people internal or external to politi­
cal organizations was all too charac­
teristic of this period. The deadly 
conflict between the Black Panther 
Party and the US organization as 
w ell as the conflict between the Black 
Panther Party and SNCC are other 
notable examples of this tendency; a 
tendency which leads itself to ex­
ploitation by government intelligence 
agencies. It is a tendency which 
should not be tolerated in our com­
munity.

One of the most critical lessons to

be learned from an examination of the 
events surrounding the assassination 
of Malcolm X is that the Black Nation 
needs mechamsms/structures to re­
solve conflicts between leaders and 
organizations. As the bogus indict­
ment of Qubilah Shabazz graphically 
illustrates, the U.S. government has 
not changed its method of operation. 
Leaders, organizations and movements 
which have the potential to spark mass 
opposition to the government will be 
targeted for disruption and destruc­
tion. As a maturing people- nation, we 
cannot afford to fall prey to the deadly 
machinations, plots and schemes of 
the U.S. government.

The lessons drawn from the 
a ssa ss in a tio n  o f  M alcolm  X 
should also encourage us to be- 
gin the process o f healing the 
awful wounds that have plagued 
our struggle since this tragic oc­
currence 30 years ago. That heal­
ing process is essential to build­
ing the kind o f operational unity 
required for the defense and de­
velopment of the Black Nation 
into the 21st Century Perhaps, 
the governm ent’s attempt to ex­
ploit these wounds through the 
persecution of Qubilah Shahazz 
and the Black N ation’s response 
to her entrapment can set the stage 
for the healing process to begin.

Governor's 
Planned Attack 

On Crime
Gov. John Kitzhaber has un­

veiled a plan to reduce violent crime 
and drug abuse. The effort will in­
clude the application for $5.6 mil­
lion from the Edward Byrne Memo­
rial fund.

Kitzhaber will try to incorpo­
rate Oregon’s urgent needs with 
national priorities at combating 
drugs, violent crimes and building 
community-based law enforcement.

"Violent crime is an epidemic. 
It’s infecting our state with fear and 
diverting resources from education 
and other im portant areas," 
Kitzhaber said. "This strategy rep­
resents tangible action toward light­
ing crime.”

The plan was drafted using the 
governor's "Four Pillars of Crime 
as a blueprint for a balanced c'ime 
fighting approach that includes ju- 
venilejustice reform, juvenile crime 
prevention, domestic violence pre­
vention and increasing prison ca­
pacity.

Kitzhaber said the plan had the

Governor John Kitzhaber

potential to effectively attack crime 
because of its balance of punish­
ment, deterrence and prevention.

"To reduce crime tomorrow, not 
just control it today, we must treat the 
causes of crime as well as the symp­
toms," he said.

CSD
Continued from front

Seeks Solutions To Child Abuse

tutes child abuse and neglect, re­
quiring people who work with 
ch ild re n  to rep o rt su sp ec te d  
abuse, giving CSD and law en­
forcem ent agencies jo in t respon­
sib ility  for investigation and re­
sponse to reports ot child abuse 
and neglect and also requiring 
the state agency to provide pro­
tective social services to safe­
guard the ch ild 's  w elfare .^

But the translations o f these 
p ro v is io n s  has o p e n e d  a 
groundsw ell of resentm ent and 
have angered some parents.

"Parents have all the statu to ­
ry rights and there are no laws 
that Talk of ch ildren’s righ ts,” 
Kdfen Lde. CSD com m unications 
d irector, said.

Many paren ts  are ask ing  
when is it spanking and when is it 
child abuse? How is a parent sup­
pose to draw the line if the inten­
tion is discip line0

The law defines child abuse 
as any assault ot a child and any 
physical injury to a child which 
has been caused by other than 
accidental means, including any 
injury which appears to be at

variance with the explanation of 
the injury.

It also defines neglect or mal­
treatment o f a child, including 
but not limited to, failure to pro­
vide adequate food, clothing, 
shelter or medical care.

These definitions and provi­
sions, parents say are too vague. 
Even C SD 's most vocal critic 
Rep. Bob Tierm an, R-Lake O s­
wego of the House Committee on 
General Governm ent and Regu­
latory Reform, agrees.

Anthony Stoudamire of Port­
land 's Self Enhancement , Inc. 
(SEI) and a CSD program coor­
dinator, said the law needs to be 
more clear so that there s a better 
definition of what is discipline 
and what is abuse.

Stoudamire said parents need 
to understand "you cannot disci­
pline when you are angry at a 
child.

"The overriding factor is that
this agency is committed to pro­
tecting children and if errors are 
«oins to be made, most o f the 
CSD workers prefer to make an 
error on the side of the child and 
protect that child. Stoudam iie 
said.

A CSD study done between 
1987-1993 discovered that more 
children are experiencing abuse 
and consequently an increase in 
behavioral, mental and physical 
problems.

The report also showed a 
slight reduction in both the num­
ber o f children reported to be 
endangered and in the number ot 
child abuse and neglect victims.

But a frightening abuse of 
drugs and alcohol by parents, the 
CSD could argue, has made it 
even more cautious.

The CSD said most parents 
they deal with (65 percent) have 
drug and (45 percent) alcohol- 
related  problem s. The agency 
revealed that these percentages 
have increased 7.5 percent over 
the last two years.

S toudam ire regretted  that 
there has been a poor perception 
of what the agency provides.

"W e don 't go looking for 
families to pick on We get re ­
ports from the hospitals and oth­
er agencies and we evaluate and 
investigate to find if they are 
fo u n d ed  or u n fo u n d e d . ' 
Stoudamire said. Part ot our job  
is making parents more responsi-

ble and better parents through 
our parents training services.”

Kay Toran, CSD adm inistra­
tor, recently testified before law­
makers.

‘‘We don’t tell people how to 
spank their children. W etellthem  
not to injure their children em o­
tionally or physically ,” Toran 
said.

If w e’re gong to allow spank­
ing in our society. What consti­
tutes a legitim ate spanking and 
how do you draw the line?, Toran 
questioned.

CSD is a social agency that 
cannot be ignored. It’s an enor­
mous social institution with great 
potential influence, but poor pub­
lic perception has put a dent in 
some of its good nature.

Until there is a statutory def­
inition o f what is corporal pun­
ishment, CSD case workers will 
continue to face difficulties.
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Studio 14 Hair Design
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2719 NE 7th Ave.. Portland, OR 97212
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Celebrates
Black History

By Offering $5 Off
Color or Hair Cut Service 

(with another service)
Mention This Ad For Discount Until March 15, 1995
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S U N N Y ’S PIZZ A
5626 NE M .L.K . Blvd. 

Phone: 331-1777

THE LARGEST. MOST COMPLETE RETAIL FABRIC STORE IN THE WEST

MARCH 7 THROUGH MARCH 21, 1995

3rd Anniversary Sale

30% OFF
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Agnes Cochran/» 1.000/Keno/Everett
.Albert Lrban/ll.OOO/Quinto/Poulsbo
Alex Baumgartner/» 1,000/Quinto/Silv erriale
Andrew ( )pdahV»662/Lono/Bonney l^ k e
Arnie Salmonson/il.OOO/QuintoTynden
Bennie Dunn/»711/Lotto/Federal Way
Bemice Montgomery/» 1.00(VQuinto/( astle Rock
Bernice Rushing/«:!,000/Keno/Kent
Carl Anderson/»l.OtXMJulntMynnwood
(a ro l Madison/»601/lz)tto/Kelso
Carol Jean Seymour/»fi62/LottoTukwila
Charles Ford/»601/Lotto/Centralla
C ur Ho/$660/Lotto/Canias
Daniel Maroldo SrTI.OOO/QumtoTori Orchard
David Haroldsen/»"14/Lotto/Btivall
David Stamper/» 1.000/yuinto/Knum claw
Denise GrahanV» 1,000/Quinto/Roy 
Donald Jensen/»" I l/lxnto /Tracyton

Donald Higginbotham/$tö3/Lotto/Steilacoom 
Dorothy Martuwon/»609/LonoAacey 
Doyce Vaughn/»687/Lotto/McCleary 
Dwayne Donovan/JTll-Totto/Dupont 
Edward Smith/» 1.000/Quinto/Brier 
Elijah Glenn/» 1,000/Quinto/Renton 
Ellen Thonipson/íl.OOO/Qiiinto/Sedro Woolley 
Emilie Harper-Murray/»653/L«tto/Morton 
Esther Molotte/IS.OOO/Scratrh/Aubum 
Frank Burt/»5.000/Keno/Marysville 
Frank Rirks/»7ó3/Lotto/Washougal 
Frank Bratonia/» 1.000/Quinto/Bremerton 
Gary Richards/» 1.000/Keno/Bellingham 
George Cox/JfiU/Lotto/Bellevue 
George Fisher/» 1 000/Quinto/Belfair 
Glen Kumng/»«M/Lotto/Kalama 
Harland Rushnld/»1.000/Keno/Edmonds 
Harley Grimes/»7!»R/Lotto/Westport
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Harold Jones/$653/Lott<VPactfic
Harold Neitoen/»10,000/Keno/Rochester 
Herta Sumandig/»653/Lotto/Spanaway 
J R Cabasco/$1.001/Quinto/Montesano 
J Scott Campbell/» 1,000/Keno/Vancouver 
James Joharvson/»6.37Lotto. Hansville 
James C roM l.O O l/Q u in toH obart 
James Davis/»634/Lotto/()cean Park 
James Smith/» 1,000/Quinto/Sequim 
James Flynn'»6'7/Lotto/South Praine 
Jean Gosselin/» 10.000/Keno/Burien 
Jeanette KilUan/»667/Lotto/Vader 
Jeannie Aitken/»10,000/Scratrh/Merrer Island 
John Thomas Hughes/»711/lotto/Nonnandy Park 
John Overton/»2.100/ScratchZTacoma 
Kelly Harding/» 1 m illion/Lotto/Puyallup 
Karen Costa/JfiO l/Lotto/Uke Stevens 
Kari Harvey/»55l /Lotto/Snohomish

Buy Any 
PIZZA

At Regular 
Menu Price 
And Get A

Second 
PIZZA 

Of Equal 
Or Lesser 
Value For 

HALF PRICE
Offer Expires 
June 15,1995

We Also Serve
Burgers • Fries 
Chicken Wings 

And Much More!
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Free Delivery' H ith 
Pizza Orders 
Only Please.
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Everything in the store*
Special Sale! 2 Days Only!

Fri. & Sat., March 17 & IS

40% OFF
ALL FABRIC
Extended Hours: Saturday Open T il W '1

C O U P O N

Simplicity
Patterns
F IR ST  3

$199
JL Each

Bring this coupon to receive patterns at reduced price 
Coupon expires .3 21 95

BE SI RE TO CHECK OVR STORE FOR "MANAGER'S SPECIALS"
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R E T A IL -W H O L E S A L E  
Plenty of F R E E  P A R K IN G  
CARS • BUSES • RVs

■’(MIS E. 122nd Ave
Portland. OR P

252-9530
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