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Blazers Send Drexler To Houston

By Eric NooN
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Trail Blazer General Manager Bob Whitsitt (from left) newly acquired forward Otis Thorpe, and coach P.J. Carlesimo at a press conference
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following the trade of Clyde Drexler

that slipped away in the 1983 NCAA
title game against North Carolina
State
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nodoubtably surrounded the thought
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By Danny BELI

lhe Cleveland Warriors, the
PIL's also rans this year, sent the
state’s number one teamreeling to its
first defeat of the season, 59-38

An exciting fourth quarter rally
saw Benson’s 11 point lead evapo
rate in the last six minutes of the
game

Senior Leonard Prescott, who
scored all 20 of his points 1n the
second half, made a five-foot jumper

register the upset victory. Cleve

land outscored Benson 18-8 in the

final period and brought their win
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By Danny BELI
Ihe scuttlebutt before the game
by both sides was that it might be an

mportant game, but

It wasn't a piv
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A win or loss for Oregon wasn 1

rmine the rest of the season

or jeopardize their firstever NCAA tour

nament appearance in 34 years
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one,” said the anxious eight-tume all
star Drexler

It's probably pretty safe to as
sume that Olajuwon put in a good
word with management for the
Drexler trade, knowing his talent and
what he could bring to the Rockets as
they try to defend their NBA title

“Clyde, he's a professional,’

Olajuwon said. “You always know
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loss record to 15-5 overall and
in league. They will face Marsl
and Rooseveltin their last two gan
f the season

We haven't beaten any of
ranked teams in our league and I ke
telling the kids they needed to b
one of them if they expected to |
anything more than justaso-sotean
said Cleveland coach Tom RBeat
who was bouncing around like
Mexican jumping bean
throng of player
game ended

“The kids 1 lv stepped

hat to expect of him. He's a worker
ery night.”
Drexler and Murray had to wait
1 little extra longer to play in ther
rst game as Rockets as Thorpe had
pass his physical in Portland be
fore the trade was finalized. They sat
on the Rocket bench for the first half
until the trade went through last
Thursday

(Photo by Eric Noon)

“l was jumping up and down
the coaching staff was very happy,
the players were allhugging,” Drexler
said, of the half-time announcement
“It was great, and 1t’s a great feeling
to be wanted.”

I'm happy for Drexler and Mur
ray being able to go where they can
contend for a championship, but just
like 1t feels good to be wanted, it also

Short To Clev

ed their hearts outs,” Beatty said
Prescott, who scored the team's
ast seven points, ¢« mmented, “this
should show the rest of the state
re achampionship-caliber team
Senior guard Gary Burks scored
14 points to lead the Techmen, whose
record now stands at 19-1 and 15-1
It’s hard to keep (an unbeaten
season) going especially in this
league,” said coach Don Emry of
Benson. “We've had several games
we might have lost but we made the
big plays to win the game at the end

we just didn’t get the big plays here

rs Blast Ducks

than it was on us,” Washi S
Coach Kevin Eastman s
\1\1I|~ H' ITICKSOr (

standout power forward, said W

fed off the crowd s 1

!'\Ill;r'\ll!‘-h(.l \|.|'..\'“.' | I 1
warm-ups
It kind of
| ksor d. "l
. 1 1l )
nsity we 1 I
1 " | |
lated
L n i
1] il real
Oregon played
1m hat East \
f the Jerry G
| read
i (e |
in | I
take awa Ir
. }
Iy
the break
i ( I
ndl tend tl
1 )

e explodes after athree. And no high

was how he explained

Ncrgy i‘l\l". S

oming into Mac Arthur Court and domu

ked Oregon

T'he tell of the tape was just as
lisappointing. The Ducks’ box was a
lisaster. Starting forward Darryl Por
ter was 1 for 8 from the field. For
ward Jeff Potter followed suit with 2
for 8. The Ducks leading scorer Or

) for 9 and point

bubble tor NCAA hid. Ha

I'he game was close until late in
the third quarter when Benson went
on a 9-0 run to gain a comfortable
lead at 50-39. Thatmargin came with
6:49 left in the game as Benson's
Edward Lincoln connected for two
free throws

I'hen, Prescott,a6'-1" guard, hit
from the field and senmior forward
Gabe Stewart stole a pass, drove the
floor and was fouled in the course of
scoring. He made the free-throw
which 1gnited the home crowd. The
score now was 52-48, Benson

The Techmen had numerous

feels sad to miss someone

Drexler was nothing but a class
act in all my interactions with the
humble Blazer. Drexler had a huge
amount of success as a Blazer and
this truly was his town. More impor
tant than his success on the court was
his achievements off the court as
quality person and dedi ited fam
man

Murray was also atalented player
and got lostin the shuffle as aplayer
Murray lu'|‘| ns

head up and worked h ird and now

but not as a persor

it's going to pay off for the young
man who never got a tair shake as
Blazer

| osing Drexler in this trade will
hurt the team inmany ways as Drexler
did so many things for the team with
his all-around play. Onth »other hand
the team needs to move on and play
some of the young guns of the tuture
like James Robinson and Aai
McKie, who will lead this team int
the new Rose Garder

Otis Thorpe (32) 1sn’t exactly
young, but he brings a lot of skills to
in the pan

the court and can score
something the Blazers have been
lacking for years

“Well, like I always said, I like
to take one game at a tme,” said the
new Blazer, as he got acquainted
with his new locker Anything
can happen and that’'s my attitude
attitude, and that al

that's been my

ways I8 g

of the best power forwards n t

game, the Blazers got a man w
knows how to win and brings a win

ning attitude night in and nmight out

Ihere's good players, there's great
playersandthere s winners and m Thorpx
[ think Portland has
[‘Ll\'\‘l they have a winner
opportunities t I but
weren't able to tak idy
them. They were only 12 from the
field and six for eight from the free
'.h‘.""\'- I in the fina juartern

Benson's last I 1 ¢came on

two free throws from Earl Clark

which made 1t 59-57 with 1:1
remaining in th e But
Prescott resp led witl from
the field. Clark missed tough
shot on the inside and his pass t

Steve Franklin went awry with
three seconds left in the game

and that was 1t

| WORLD GYM - ST. JOHNS

| 7522 N. Lombard
Portland. OR 97230

283-5404

OPEN 24 HOURS

Grive The Gift of Health

DAYS A WEEK

3

ER 3




