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____ Automotive
Different Roads, Same 

Lubrication Needs
Getting a Grip 

On Tire Purchases
B \ Norin Hudecki 

For New > USA

(N U ) - The demand fo r ligh t 
trucks is grow ¡ng v irtua lly  as last as 
auto makers can produce them. In 
tael, light truck sales hit a record 6 .1 
m illio n  in 1994 and accounted fo r 
more than 40 percent o f  a ll lig h t- 
vehicle sales.

It is hard to say why have sales 
ot these vehicles have reached such 
heights. Certainly auto makers have 
done a great jo b  in developing and

Auto Safety 
Hotline Puts You in
The Driver’s Seat

News USA
(N U ) - Brakes that fa il, improp­

erly manufactured tires that may blow 
out unexpectedly, w iring  problems 
that result in a fire or loss o f lighting 
—  all are examples o f safety defects 
that can have tragic consequences.

The National H ighw ay T ra ffic  
Safety Administration is asking con­
sumers to help protect themselves and 
others by ca lling the to ll-free  A uto  
Safety Hotline —  1-800-424-9393 —  
to help identify and learn about safe­
ty problems w ith motor vehicles and 
automotive equipment.

Operators, including a Spanish­
speaking operator, are on duty week­
days from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. EST, and 
an answering machine is available 24 
houis a day, seven days a week. 
H earing-im pa ired  consumers can 
ca ll the te le p r in te r—  1-800-424- 
9153.

A  new feature o f the hotline this 
year is "fax on demand." Just call the 
hotline, enter your fax number and, 
w ithin minutes, you w ill receive 1995 
crash test inform ation. C h ild  safety 
information and Tire Quality Grading 
reports can be obtained the same wav.

Remember, i f  a safety-related de­
fect exists, the m anufacturer must 
repa ir i t  at no cost to  the owner. 
N H TS A  uses the in form ation from  
hotline calls (1 -800-424-9393) to get 
that defect id e n tifica tio n  process 
started.

marketing the products.
Industry surveys have shown that 

at least two-thirds o f the people who 
buy light-duty trucks use them solely 
as personal vehicles, not for hauling 
loads or pulling a trailer. The growth 
in this area is expected to continue.

Not surprisingly, companies tied 
to the truck industry are capita liz ing 
on this trend w ith  everything from 
bedliners to s lid ing windows to spe­
cial wheels and tires.

One area that I o ften receive 
questions about is lu b rica tion  fo r 
these light trucks. Should light truck
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owners treat their engine’s lubrica­
tion  system any d iffe re n tly  than a 
passenger car's system?

"N o " is the response I give v ir ­
tually every time. Then I te ll them to 
consult their owner's manual, which 
recommends a v iscos ity  grade o f 
motor o il fo r their application —  not 
a g im m ick  product m arketed as a 
truck o il.
Quality o ils have the proper m ix o f 
foam inhibitors, extreme pressure and 
anti-wear fr ic tio n  m odifiers.

(N U ) - When i t ’s time to replace 
you r tires, do you go 'round  and 
'round try ing to decide what to buy?

Here, from  NTW . National Tire 
Warehouse, are some facts about 
tires to help you get a better g rip  on 
things.

•  Tread design determines how 
well your new tires w ill evacuate wa­
ter and provide traction in the snow. 
For instance, la tera l shoulder 
grooves provide a path fo r the wa­
ter to travel from  the center o f the 
tire out to the sides.

The tread design also determines 
how much noise the tires make.

•  Steel belts are the layers o f fine 
steel w ires encased in soft rubber
that provide stiffness and spread the 
load across the tread face to improve 
tread life  and traction.
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The belt edge cushion provides 
cush ion ing  du ring  co rne ring  and 
braking.

•  Carcass plies determ ine the 
size, load, ca rry ing  capacity and 
shape o f the tire. In passenger cars, 
they're usually made o f polyester.

•  The key to tire operation is the 
"contact patch." or area o f the tire 
that comes into actual contact w ith 
the road. Although it's only about the 
size o f your hand, it allow s the tire 
to grip  the road and transmit torque.

Performance
How do tires a ffect you r car's 

performance? Here are some tips to 
keep in n.ind.

—  C hoosing tires w ith  w ider 
section w id ths , a low er p ro file

(shapeband a h igher perform ance 
ra ting can im prove steering, re ­
sponse and overall cornering force.

—  Larger diameter w heels w ith  
shorter tire  sidewalls w il l  im prove 
your car's response performance and 
handling, but can also s tiffen  your 
car's ride.

—  A tire 's  speed ra ting  is 
marked on the sidewall. W hile you 'll 
probably never d rive  that fast, re­
ducing the orig inal equipment speed 
rating may have a negative impact 
on your car's handling capability.

For more inform ation on making 
a successful match between your car 
and its tires, call NTW . To locate a 
store near you, call I -8(X)-355-95(X).
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