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~ King Holiday Begins

President Reagan’s 1986 Proclamation

rvance of the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as a national
cting. We rejoice because, in his short life, Dr. King, by his

X nd his leadership, helped to move us closer to the ideals on which America
W words and his works. Dr. King's was truly a prophetic voice that
stility, prejudice, ignorance, and fear to touch the conscience of
| ke real the promise of America as a land of freedom, equality,
k S ncompromusing champion on nonviolence, he was often the victim of violence.
. ut short his life before he had reached his fortieth birthday
His story 1s well-known. As a 26-year-old minister of the Gospel, Dr. King led a protest boycott of a bus
mpany that segregated blacks, treating them as second-class citizens. At the very outset he admonished all those
vould join in the protest that ““our actions must be guided by the deepest principles of our Christian faith. Love
ust be ¢ ' 1l.”” Otherwise, he wamed, “our protest will end up as ameaningless drama on the stage
tory...shrouded with ugly garments of shame.” Dr. King's unshakable faith inspired others to resist the
. His protest DECAITE d ':]'|lii‘.l[‘h o1 courage .U'Jd love

vears ago, on Jan. 30, 1956, Dr. King stood amid the broken glass and splinters of his
{ an angry crowd clamoring for vengeance. *“We cannot solve this
taliatory violence,” he told them. Dr. King steadfastly opposed both the timid and
['o the former, he preached that “true peace is not merely the absence
tension; it is the presence of justice: To the latter, he saidthat ““in the process of gaining our rightful

1CEe WE I \ rongtul deeds
Dr. King’s ac oted in the true patriotism that cherishes America's ideals and strives
narrow the gap between those ideals and reality. He took his stand, he once explained, “because
my blime principles of liberty and equality on which she is founded.”
He wa ingling discords of our Nation into a beautiful symphony of

brothe i

l'he majesty of his message, the dignity of his bearing and the righteousness of his cause are a
legacy. Inafew short years he changed America for all time. He made it possible for our Nation
ser to the ideals set forth in our Declaration of Independence; that all people are created

th inalienable rights that government has the duty to respect and protect.
. ars ago, Dr. King spoke to a quarter of a million Americans gathered near the
In Memorial in Washington-and to tens of millions more watching on television. There he held
) his dream for America like a bright banner
little children will one day live in a Nation where they
, but by the content of their character...This will be the
day when all of God’s children will be able to sing with new meaning, “My country ’tis of thee, sweet
land of lit
Let all Amencans continue to carry forward the banner that 18 years ago fell from Dr. King’s hands. Today, all
over America, libraries, hospitals, parks, and thoroughfares proudly bear his name. His likeness appears on ore than

| have a dream.,” he said. “that my four

.. . . . - . F - |
will not be judged by the color of their sk

1-_‘.'[_\. of thee | sing o

100 postage stamps issued by dozens of nations around the globe. Today we honor him with speeches and monuments.
But let us do more. Let all Amencans of every race and creed and color work together to build in this blessed land a
shining city of brotherhood, justice and harmony. This is the monument Dr. King would have wanted most of all.

By Public Law 980144, the third Monday in January of each year has been designated as a public holiday in
honor of the “Birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr.”

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim
Monday, Jan. 20, 1986, as Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

[n Witness Whereof, have hereunto set my hand thiseighteenthday of January, in the yearof our Lord nineteen
hundred and eighty-six, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth.

Ronald Reagan, president of the United States

*¢ There comes a time when a moral man can’t obey a law
which his conscience tells him is unjust. And the important
thing is that when he does that, he willingly accepts the
penalty-because if he refuses to accept the penalty, then he
becomes reckless, and he becomes an anarchist. There were
those individuals in every age and generation who were
willing to say, ‘I will be obedient to a higher law.’ It is
important to see there are times when a man made law is out
of harmony with the moral law of the universe. y?

- Martin Luther King Jr.

‘“We are
prone to judge
success by the
index of our
salaries or the
size of our au-
tomobiles,
rather than by
the quality of
our service and
relationship to
humanity. ??

- Martin
Luther King Jr.

The Montgomery bus boycott succeeded because black women
who depended on the buses for transportation refused to ride until
they were granted fair seating. For more than a year, they took
taxis, carpooled, walked and hitchhiked.
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¢¢We must use time creatively, in the knowledge that the
time is always ripe to do right. Now is the time to make real the
promise of democracy and transform our pending national
elegy into a creative psalm of brotherhood. Now is the time to
life our national policy from the quicksand of racial injustice

to the solid rock of humai dignity. >’
- Martin Luther King Jr.

IN HONOR OF
THE MAN
AND His DREAM

— Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. —

Key Bank is proud to
commemorate the work of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. We are
committed to principles of
equality espoused by this
great leader. That's why we
look beyond race or religion
or sex or age or disability
when you come tous as a
customer or a prospective
employee. When you look
at things that way, without
the distortion of
prejudice, you see
the best in
everyone. And

all of us are better
for it.
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