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Arts ¿X ENTERTAINMENT
Television Special To Chronicle Buffalo Soldiers

The Buffalo Soldiers series presents a little-known tale of human 
bravery and profound courage in America’s old West.

They led the charge to settle the 
western frontiers. They led the charge 
up San Juan Hill.

Now, Buffalo Soldiers, the un­
sung black soldiers o f the Old West, 
are leading the charge again. This 
time, they’re on the front lines o f the 
movement to remind America of the 
African-American settlers, soldiers, 
scouts, cowboys and western heroes 
whom history and Hollywood for­
got.

N a tio n a l rec o g n itio n  o f 
A m erica’s forgotten black western 
heritage will get a  major boost when 
The Discovery Channel airs “Buf­
falo Soldiers,” a one-hour docum en­
tary on the heritage o f the Buffalo 
Soldiers on Nov. 18, from 10 p.m. to 
11 p.m. The “Buffalo Soldier’s show 
is part o f The Discovery Channel’s 
“Rediscovering America” series with 
David Hartman.

In 1992, when Gen. Colin Powell 
unveiled the heroic, 16-foot tall “B uf­
fa lo  S o ld ier” m onum ent a t F ort 
Leavensworth, Kan. the first statue 
ever dedicated to any black westerner, 
he said “ ...the Buffalo Soldiers valu­
able service to their country cannot 
fail, sooner or later, to meet with due 
recognition and reward.”

General Pow ell’s words at the 
dedication of the “Buffalo Soldier” 
monument, helped to reinforce a sig­
nificant mood change growing among 
African-A m ericans. The em erging 
visibility o f  A m erica’s black western 
heroes, after a  century of being for­
gotten, is inspiring many African- 
Americans, fo r the first tim e in a 
generation, to  see their Am erican

Teen Wins Movie Part

heritage as a  source o f pride.
This shift was dem onstrated in a 

recent survey by the Educational 
Division of the National Geographic 
Society which found that the black 
cowboy, is, now, one o f the top three 
issues o f  interest in the nation’s class­
rooms.

The Discovery Channel’s “Buf­
falo Soldiers, documentary meshes 
archival stills with current location 
shots, interviews and historical re ­

enactments to trace the inspiring story 
of the hardships these black soldiers 
faced in protecting an often ungrate­
ful white settler population.

The Buffalo Soldiers, were the 
black soldiers o f the 9th and 10th 
Cavalry, and the 24th and 25th Infan­
try regiments, stationed on the most 
isolated outposts o f the western fron­
tier during its most turbulent years, 
after the Civil War. They were named 
“B uffalo S o ld iers” because the ir

courage, fierce fighting spirit and 
dark appearance reminded the Plains 
Indians of their beloved Buffaloes.

The Army gave them the worst liv­
ing conditions and outdated equipmanL 
Nevertheless, they excelled, with the low­
est desertion rate, the least discipline prob­
lems and the highest rate of decorations. 
Between 1867 to 1898, the Buffalo Sol­
diers received 24 Congressional Medals 
of Ikmor, the nation's highest military 
award.

The Buffalo Soldiers television special will tell the story of 10,000 newly freed African American slaves 
who formed an integral part of the nation’s fighting forces during the Indian Wars between 1866 and 
1891. The series will a ir on The Discovery Channel on Nov. 18 and repeat on Nov. 19 and Nov. 23.

LaToya Chisholm ’s experience 
during the sum m er of 1993 was be­
yond her wildest dreams. At 12 years 
old, with no previous acting experi­
ence, the outgoing Georgia young­
ster was cast for a supporting role in 
The War, Universal P icture’s com- 
edy/dram a starring Elijah W ood and 
A cad em y  A w a rd -w in n e r K ev in  
Costner.

It all beg an  w ith  L a T o y a ’s 
m other heard an announcem ent on a 
M acon radio station about an open 
casting call at the local mall. She 
im m ediately though her outgoing 
daughter would be perfect. She had 
been singing solos in her church choir 
since she was five years old, and she 
had just done an outstanding jo b  as 
Coretta Scott King in a Black History 
Month play at school.

When they went to the open call, 
hundreds o f other parents were there, 
who felt the same way about their 
children. LaToya read for the role o f 
Elvadine, a spunky young teen who 
could sing and dance. The casting 
director, D ebbie Zane, recognized a 
special spark during LaToya’s pre­
lim inary reading. H er instincts about 
LaToya w ere confirmed further after 
she heard her energetic rendition of 
Love’s Like An Itchin’ In My Heart.” 
After a nationw ide search, she was

LaToya Chisholm

beginning to feel LaToya just might 
be the person she was looking for.

This was just the beginning for 
LaToya, who went through four more 
auditions. Each tryout was more de­
manding than the last with m ore lines, 
m ore singing and dancing. She was 
told she had the part follow ing a

screen test in wardrobe with two other 
girls who were to play her best friends 
in the m ovie, Lexi Randall from  
Houston, Texas and Charless Julius 
from Montgomery, Ala.

“When they finally told me I had 
the role, I freaked out. I really wanted 
the part and I worked hard for it. I 
was very excited to do the film with 
director Jon Avnet, who made one o f 
m y favorite m ovies, F ried  G reen 
Tomatoes,” LaToya said.

In The War, Avnet returns to the 
rural South he vividly captured in 
Friend Green Tomatoes for a fond, 
funny and m oving tale set in 1970, 
starring young Elijah W ood as Stu, 
with newcomer Lexi Randall as he 
sister Lidia. Kevin Costner plays a 
supporting roles as their father, a 
recently returned Vietnam  veteran 
seeking to build a better life for his 
family. Mare W inningham portrays 
their mother.

LaToya was among 11 children 
cast for major roles. Avnet allowed 
six months for the talent search.

THE EXTRAORDINARY STORY OF TWO FAMILIES 
WHO HAVE CAPTURED AMERICA'S HEART

'★★★★ONE OF THE VERY RARE FILMS
THAT TRULY IS A MUST SEE!

HOOP DREAMS' IS WHAT THE MOVIES ARE FOR. THIS IS ONE 
OF THE GREAT MOVIEGOING EXPERIENCES OF MY LIFETIME."

-Roger Ebert. CHICAGO SUN TIMES

"ONE OF THE 
RICHEST MOVIE 
EXPERIENCES 
OF THE YEAR! 
A SPELLBINDING
AMERICAN EPIC 

THAT HOLDS 
YOU FIRMLY 
IN ITS GRIP.''

- David Aeaee.

"ONE OF THE 
BEST MOVIES 
OF THE YEARI 

THIS UNFLINCHING 
MASTERWORK IS A 
HEARTFELT VISION 

OF SPORTS AND 
FAMILY VALUES 

THAT WILL LEAVE 
YOU CHEERING "

■ Paler TTaver», 
ROLLING STONE
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It’s A Whole New W orb...O n Ice!

Music
Millennium
32nd & E. 
Burnside 
231-8926

23rd & NW
Johnson. 
248-0163

Movie Houst EXCLUSIVE PORTLAND ENGAGEMENT
STARTS FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4TH1 2 2 0  SW TAVI OB

2 2 S -5 5 S S *  4 6 0 9

For Group Tickets,
:all The Nike/Soorts lllustrated/Hoop Dreams Hotline 1 800 308 HOOP

NOV. 9-13
S  MEMORIAL COLISEUM

★ SHOWTIMES* T O  G ET T IC K E T S

BALLOONS GALORE
& MORE

Complete Decorating Service 
For All Occasions And Events

Wed. NOV. 9 * 7:30 PM
FAMILY NIGHT

SAVE $4 ON ALL TICKETS 
with coupons from area 

FRED MEYER stores Courlesyo/
FRED MEyER/KGW-TV

- WEDDINGS - GRAND OPENINGS - CORPORATE - 
- FUNCTIONS - BANQUETS - BIRTHDAYS - 

- FOR SOMEONE SPECIAL -
Remember...We Can Decorate Y our Halloween Party! 

ALSO: BALLOON BANQUETS AND DELIVERY, 
BALLOONS A VAILABLE IN  LA TEN A MYLAR 

OPEN: MON THRU SAT; 10AM - 6PM 
(503)331-1101

Thu NOV 10 7 30PMI
Fn NOV I I ................... I 30PMI 7 30PM
SC NOV I I  IIN O O N I 3 30PM .......7:30PM
Sun NOV 13.......................  I 30PM 5 30PM

ÎKIDS SAVE $2
O N TICKETS EOR KIDS UNDER 12 

with coupons from area 
IZZY S RESTAURANTS Courlesyo/

IZ Z r S  RISTAURANTS/KPTV TV

À MEMORIAL COLISEUM BOX OEEICE (no service charge) 
e u o r t^ _______

A All outlets /servlet charge o / »7 50 per hrEel)

*  CHARGE BY PHONE: (503) 224-4400
(service charge of $1 75 per ticket. >7 max per order-11 75 service 
charge per ticket on a ll Ringside Seat orders)

*  B y  M A IL :  Send self addressed envelope with $2.50 service charge per 
order and check or money order payable to W A IT  DISNEY'S W O R ID  ON  
ICE. Memorial Coliseum. P.O. Box 4448, Portland. OR 97208

INFORMATION: (503) 235-8771 
CROUP RATES: (503) 797-9604

***** YOUR BEST ENTERTAINMENT VALUE! *****
A ll SEATS RESERVE!? $ I 1.50 - $ I 3.50 - $ 15.30 PRICE INCLUDES TAX

Special RINQSIDE SEATS Available-Call Box Office For Details

CALL NOW FOR TICKETS!


