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I Thought I had The Keys To The Universe, III
by Prof. M cK inley Bir t

A n  im p o rta n t e le m e n t o f  
yo u r education o r career d eve l­
opm en t shou ld  be the a b il ity  to 
e x tra c t s im ila rs  from  concepts 
w h ich  seem ing ly  have no re la ­
t io n , bu t, w h ich  upon c lose r in ­
spection reveal that, tru ly , “ n o th ­
ing  ever changes bu t the name o f 
the gam e.”

Such a co m m on a lity  is seen 
between one p a rticu la r aspect o f  
“ a c c o u n t in g ”  (b a la n c in g  the 
books), and that o f  a Key process 
in  the “ phys ica l sciences”  (b a l­
anc ing  energy equations). Spe­
c i f ic  re ference is to  that u n iv e r­
sal d ic tu m  in  a ccou n tin g ”

A . Increases in  Assets and 
Decreases in  L ia b il i t ie s  o r C a p i­
ta l are D eb ited .

B. Inverse ly, Decreases in 
Assets and Increases in  L ia b i l i ­
ties o r C ap ita l are C redited.

W orks a ll the tim e, see i f  it  
d o e s n ’ t !  G e n e ra l M o to rs ,  
Safeway or the Burger Barn-- 
then try  a ll the processes in v o lv ­
ing the “ Conservation o f energy” . 
Soon you may fin d  that Hum pty 
D um pty was r ig h t--  “ Things are 
what I say they are”  Thank good­
ness we learned and were en­
couraged to read w h ile  s t i l l  in  
the early  grades o f  elem entary 
school. C onsequently, th is  k ind  
o f  successful log ic  was applied 
very early on, in learn ing , ne igh ­
borhood science clubs, and s t i l l  
la te r in the professions. And our 
teachers to ld  us we were indebted 
to “ Lew is  C a rro ll” , the fun lo v ­

ing  m athem atic ian who wrote 
“ A lic e  in  W onderland”  and “ A l­
ice Underground:

A n yw ay , as I was saying last 
week, i t  was December, 1954, 
when I headed fo r Los Angeles 
to expand my sk ills  and educa­
tion  fo r the “ b ig  lim e ”  ( 'c razy  
t im e ’ w ou ld  have been more like  
it) .  I had gotten my card c e r t ify ­
ing my q u a lific a tio n  to practice 
in Federal Tax C ourt w h ile  s t i l l  
at N o rth w e s te rn  Law  School 
back in  P ortland , but a fr iend  
had to ld  me where the fastest 
money was fo r  a newcom er in 
L .A  I was d irected  to the busiest 
corner in  Los Angeles, 47th  and 
C en tra l A venue , a s tree t car 
trans fe r p o in t in  the heart o f  the 
in n e r-c ity .

F o llo w in g  d irec tions , I en­
tered th is  huge liq u o r store w ith  
broad, expansive w indow s fac­
ing both streets and asked fo r the 
owner. He was busy, terse and to 
the p o in t; “ The 'T a x  A ccoun­
ta n t’ we h ad ' in the w indow  ’ last 
year d ied on us. The rent is th irty  
do lla rs  every 24 hours whether 
y o u r ’ here o r not, s ta rting  r ig h t 
now. I ’ l l  have the ja n ito r  take 
ou t the liq u o r d isp lay , and put 
up the 'In co m e  Taxes Prepared’ 
s igns” . Soon, I was s itt in g  in  the 
w indow  about 2 feet from  a pass­
ing  throng that bumped the plate 
glass ba rrie r and checked out 
the signs. I had 3 c lien ts  that 
f irs t  hour. A nd  people are rig h t 
about that co rner—w ith in  tw o 
hour yo u ’ l l  see someone from

ch ildhood .
The reason the ren t was 

based on 24 hour periods was 
that, lik e  most b ig  c ities , every 
th ing  and everybody runs around 
the c lock ; stores, check-cashers, 
m ovies, many clubs, churches, 
restaurants, you name it. I h ired 
2 sharp students from  the C ity  
C ollege  Placem ent Departm ent, 
and my tax sta tion  was going 
from  7 one m orn ing  u n til 2 the 
next — ca tch ing  a ll sh ifts  o f 
w o rke rs , 7 days a week. By 
M arch 15th I had accum ulated a 
nest egg and was ready to rent a 
‘ c o n v e n tio n a l’ o f f ic e  on the 
plush “ Crenshaw Boulevard” . H 
&  R B lock  was late but com ing, 
but I was not yet fa m ilia r  enough 
w ith  the Los Angeles environs

and econom ic scene to try  to rep­
lica te  my a c tiv itie s  in  Portland- 
-where, dba “ P acific  Business 
S e rv ice ” , I had set up those 
branch o ffices  in Vanport and 
across the r iv e r in Vancouver.

I have used this narrative, ex­
periential structure to convey an 
often neglected view o f a profes­
sion. That is, the practitioner as an 
entity beyond the nuts-and-bolts o f 
the profession, the real person w ith 
hopes and ambitions interfacing 
w ith the realities o f the system. Just 
as important as academia and the 
text books. On conclusion next week, 
I shall describe an economic scene 
where the activ ities o f A frican  
Americans w ill simply amaze you, 
shock you. Why are we ‘ like ’ we 
are?

Bus Rider 
Advocates 

Hired
Continued from Metro

▲

sible for hiring and managing the 
Rider Advocate program. Tri-Met 
provides the equipment, training and 
coordinations necessary for smooth 
administration. Tri-Met expects the 
program to achieve its goal of im­
proving riding experience and in­
creasing ridership.

The advocates will wear special 
uniforms and carry hand-held radios, 
making them clearly identifiable to 
customers. The uniforms and black 
and orange jackets and polo shirt, all 
displaying a combined Tri-Met and 
Northeast Coalition of Neighbor­
hoods logo.

The advocates will work 40 
hours a week, generally from 2:30 
p.m. to 11:30 p.m., five days a week. 
They will concentrate their efforts on 
bus lines, 4, 5, 6, 8 ,9 ,41 ,72  and 75 
in North and Northeast Portland. 
Evelyn Crews is the supervisor of the 
program.

Veterans Day 
Parade Brings 
Out Prestigious 

Guest
V ancouver M ayo r Bruce E. 

Hagensen announced tha t L t. 
G e n e ra l C la u d e  “ M ic k ”  
K ic k lig h te r  w i l l  be th is  year’ s 
D esignated R ev iew ing  O ff ic e r  
fo r  V a nco u ve r’ s e igh th  annual 
Veterans D ay Parade set fo r  Sat­
urday, N ov. 5. Gen. K ic k lig h te r  
is execu tive  d ire c to r o f  the 50th 
A n n iv e rs a ry  o f  W W II  C o m ­
m em ora tive  C om m ittee  estab­
lished  by the June 6 D -D ay re ­
m em brance in  N orm andy.

A no the r honored guest at the 
parade  w i l l  be A m b a ssa d o r 
Rozanne R idgw ay, who w i l l  de­
l iv e r  the 1994 G eneral George
C. M a rsha ll Lec tu re  on F irday , 
N ov. 4.

The annua l V ancouver V e t­
erans D ay Parade starts at 11 
a.m. near F t. Vancouver H is to ric  
S ite  and w inds its  way dow n­
tow n. M ore  than 90 entries are 
reg is te red , w ith  over 2,000 par­
tic ip a n ts .

Washington D.A.R.E. Officers To Meet In Vancouver USA
The W ashington State Drug 

A buse  R es is tance  E d u ca tio n  
(D A R E ) O ff ic e rs  A sso c ia tio n  
w i l l  hold its  annual m eeting in 
Vancouver on June 25-30 1995, 
A nnounced C athy G reen, In ­
te rim  President o f  the Greater 
Vancouver Cham ber o f  C om ­
merce.

The meeting is expected to in ­
ject about $220,000 into the local

Derrick Bell Discusses Confronting Authority
Continued from front

▲
post as dean at University of Oregon 
Law School in 1985 after the faculty 
directed him to not extend an offer to 
a qualified female Asian American 
faculty candidate.

In 1990, he took an unpaid leave 
of absence from his tenured position 
at Harvard Law School in support of 
law students’ efforts to gain more 
racial and gender diversity on the 
faculty and was dismissed.

In both deed and word, Derrick 
Bell’s voice rings out on the realities 
of racism in America. In his previous 
books And We Are Not Saved: The 
Elusive Quest For Racial Justice and

economy, said Green. The group 
w ill meet at the Red Lion Inn at the 
Quay. Approximately 350 officers 
and their families from throughout 
Washington State and possibly Or­
egon, Idaho and Canada are ex­
pected for an estimated total atten­
dance o f 500.

A cco rd ing  to M ary  W h ite , 
D A R E  o ff ic e r  w ith  the Vancou­
ve r P o lic e  D e p a rtm e n t, the

again in Faces At The Bottom Of The 
Well: The Permanence Of Racism, 
he uses fictional parables, historical 
example, and debate to show that 
racism is a permanent element of 
American society.

When Beacon Press pub­
lisher W endy S trothm an sug­
gested that Bell write a book 
about his personal experiences, 
B e ll’s idea was to provide a 
roadmap, based on my experi­
ence, and others that I talk about, 
about what ac tu a lly  happens 
when you speak out. I found very 
predictable patterns: those in au­
thority are not pleased.

The result, Confronting Author-

W ashington State D AR E O ff ic ­
ers Associa tion  p rev ious ly  has 
no t held a convention  near the 
O regon/W ashington border. A c ­
co rd ing  to W h ite , b ring ing  the 
annual m eeting to Vancouver 
was a cooperative e ffo rt between 
C la rk  C oun ty , B attle  Ground and 
Vancouver D A R E  o fficers .

“ DARE’s goal is to help every 
ch ild  to grow up in a drug-alcohol-

ity: Reflections Of An Ardent Pro­
tester, is a personal account of Bell’s 
beliefs and actions, the support and 
criticism from his colleagues and 
those his protests were intended to 
support, as well as stories of other 
lone protesters such as Alice Walker 
and Paul Robeson, and remains fo­
cused on the individual and the free­
dom that comes with following one’s 
own conscience.

Faculty member at New York 
University School of Law, Professor 
Bell offers his support by speaking in 
this benefit for the Whitney young, 
Jr. Education & Culture Center an 
after-school homework/ tutorial as­
sistance program for students who

, tobacco- and violence-free society 
by teach ing pro-active program s that 
educate children on life-coping skills 
such as self-esteem issues, coping 
w ith peer pressure and strong deci­
sion-making sk ills ,”  said White. 
“ Our annual meeting gives each o f­
ficer an opportunity to share ideas 
and information that improve our 
ability toeffectively teach the DARE 
program.”

could not otherwise afford supple­
mental academic assistance. The 
Center features guest speakers, a 
m ulticultural library, computers, 
cultural events, scholarship in­
centives, one-on-one tutorial as­
sistance, and aparen tenrichm ent 
program for adults. Each year 
the Center serves over 250 stu­
dents from more than 30 schools 
in the Portland area.

As recent property tax state­
ments indicate, our schools re­
ceive about half the income from 
taxes as they did prior to measure 5: 
the WYJE&C Center, a vital adjunct 
to an endangered educational sys­
tem, deserves public support.
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Bend................. $20.50
Eugene.............. $13.00
Medford. . . . . .  .$31.00
Olympia............ $13.00
Pasco........ .. .$35.00
Sacramento. . .  .$71.00
Salem................... $7 .50
San Francisco. .$69.00
Seattle...............$19.00
Tacoma.............$19.00
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Right now huv a one-way ticket on Greyhound® 
seven days in advance and get a ticket home free, 

.lust call and find out about any of the over 
1,500 destinations we serv e.

Greyhound
Call 1-800-231-2222

©1994 Greyhound Line., Inc. Return reservation must be made at the time of purchase. Tickets must be purchased 9/12-12/8/94. Travel valid 9/19-12/15/94. Tickets are nonrefundahle. 
Travel date and time may be changed within the travel period for a $5 fee based on availability. Seats are limited. Fares subject to change without notice.
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