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Voters To Decide North/South Light Rail

by R obert N. T aylor

Black Wealth 
Seminar Set For 

October 1 In 
Buffalo, N.Y.

Buffalo, N.Y. (NBNS) - The 
next in a series of forums designed 
to show African Americans how to 

| build personal and family wealth 
has been set for October I in Buf
falo, New York. The all-day semi- 

| nar details self-help topics includ
ing home-based businesses and 
buying real estate with little and no 
money down as well as financial 
planning, short term investing and 
making profits in the 900-number 
business. Credit repairsessions will 

| also be held. The seminars are 
being sponsored by the national 
black wealth building organiza- 

| tion known as the Better LiteClub.
, Persons interested in attending the 
day-long event can receive pre- 

| registration material by calling 1- 
8OO-748-I821.

Rangel Defeats 
Powell In Harlem

New York, N.Y. (NBNS) - 
Veteran Congressional Black Cau
cus member Charles Rangel last 

I week beat back an impressive chal
lenge by the son of the late Adam 

| Clayton Powell to hold onto his 
seat in the U.S. Congress. Rangel 

I represents new York’s 15th con
gressional District which is essen
tially the world famous commu- 

I nity of Harlem. Prior to Rangel, 
| Adam Clayton Powell winning 

around 38%. Nevertheless, it was 
the first significant challenge 
Rangel had faced in years.

Black Boarding 
School Association 

Targets Parents
Headmasters at five of the 

| nation’s historically black boarding 
schools have announced the estab
lishment of the Association of Afri- 

I can American Boarding Schools 
(AAABS). The organization was 
created at a Myrtle Beach, S.C. con
ference in early August and will 

| host a panel on the black boarding 
school experience in September at 

I the annual conference of the Con
gressional Black Caucus in Wash- 

| ington, D.C.
“African American boarding 

I schools provide an alternative to the 
public schools forblack parents who 
seek a quality education, values and 

] discipline for their children,” said 
Dr. Sherman Jones, an AAABS 
founder and Headmaster of South
ern Normal School in Brewton, Ala.

Left: A map shows the proposed North/South 
Transit Corridor. The new public light rail system 
would serve North and Northeast Portland carrying 
passengers from Southeast Portland to Vancouver.
Above: Tri-Met’s Max light rail line carries 
commuters from Gresham to Portland without the 
congestion of traffic.

Continued from front

struction phase, extending its Gre
sham to Portland rail line to the west 
side from downtown to Hillsboro.

"W hy are we acce lera ting  so 
qmpfcly'?’’ W alsh said, is the m ost 
frequen t questioned  he s asked. 

W alsh sees the answ er in tim 

ing, in “ strik ing  while the iron is 
h o t.”

There’s opportunity to build a 
transportation system that's not just 
linked by a series of lines but one 
which is cohesively tied together.

R u tla n d  has been successfu l 
in w inning federal m onies ahead 
o f many o ther m ajor c ities  for by

tu rn ing  to m odern  m ass transit 
system s and aw ay trom  build ing  
freew ays.

I t ’s a p o p u la r co n cep t for 
public leaders w ith env ironm en- 
ta lly -co n sc io u s c itizen s .

T ri-M e t’s first so -ca lled  Max 
train  was funded w ith funds first 
ap p rop ria ted  to the co n stru c tio n  
of a Mt. H ood freew ay through 
S ou theast P ortland . T he city  has 
been a frequen t m odel for m ee t
ing m ass transit needs, ever since.

The local share  o f  the p ro 
posed S o u th /N o rth  c o rrid o r is 
$475 m illion . The to ta l $2 .4  b il
lion  p ro je c t w h ich  w o u ld  be 
shared betw een  the federal gov 
ernm ent, C lark  C ounty  and the 
states of W ashington and O regon.

The cost o f  the bond levy 
w ould average about 31 cen ts per 
$1 ,000  o f assessed  p roperty  tax 
value, or about $31 per year for 
the ow ner of a $100 ,000  hom e.

T he T ri-M e t c o n s tru c tio n  
w ould ex tend  its m u lti-m illion  
do lla r constru c tio n  schedule  to 
the year 2005 and b ring  w ith it 
p ro v isions for m inority  c o n tra c t
ing and hiring .

O f the $33 m illion  spent on 
the w e s ts id e  c o n s tru c tio n , 17 
p ercen t has been for m inority  
em ploym ent and 12 percen t to 
su b -co n trac to rs  w ho are m in o r
ity, w om en or sm all and em erg 
ing business ow ned.

" I f  the  N o r th /S o u th  go es 
th rough , you can expect the v o l
ume o f w ork to stay h ig h ,” W alsh 
said.

Walsh has served at the helm of 
Tri-Met for three years. He previ
ously was employed for 30 years in 
private construction, building such 
projects as the residential Ri verplace 
complex along the Willamette River 
in Southwest Portland.

A native of New York state, 
W alsh  a tten d ed  L in co ln  H igh 
School in P ortland  and has never 
left the city .

P rior governm ent experience 
inc ludes serv ice  on the O regon 
T ran sp o rta tio n  C om m ission  and 
O regon Land C o n serv a tio n  and 
D evelopm ent C om m ission .
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Western State Treasurers 
Elect Hill As Vice President

Five Blacks On 
Richest

Entertainers’s List
New York, N.Y. (NBNS) 

-orbes magazine has released its 
innual list o f the nation’s richest 
•ntertainers and there are five Af- 
ican Americans on the list. They 
ire Oprah Winfrey ($ 105 million),
3 i 11 Cosby ($60 million). Michael 
lackson ($38 million), Whitney 
Huston ($33 million), and Eddie 
Murphy ($30 million). Last year 
Winfrey headed the list but this 
year she was knocked from first 
place by movie producer Steven 
Spielberg who generated $335 
million over the past two years 
Dropping completely off the list of 
the top 40 highest paid entertain
ers was Prince who last year placed 
in the number five slot

National Black 
Chamber Of 

Commerce Plans 
Big

Washington, D.C. (NBNS) - 
The situation in what potentially is 
one of the richest blackruled na
tions in the world took a further turn 
away from democracy last week. 
Military rulers in the west African 
nation of Nigeria assumed absolute 
power. The regime has also refused 
to recognized democratic elections. 
U.S. black political leader Jesse 
Jackson visited the country recently 
in an attempt to mediate
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influence the decisions that affect us 
all.”

Hill is a member of the National 
Association of State Treasurers 
(NAST) Force on Integrity in the 
Municipal Marketplace. The Task 
Force proposed resolutions calling 
for specific standards of conduct and 
campaign finance reform, as well as 
disclosure of agreements between 
financial professionals for negoti
ated transactions. The resolutions 
were unanimously approved by the 
state treasurers from across the na
tion, drawing praise from the finance

media. Hill served as chair ol the 
Subcommittee on clearinghouse tor 
Information Regarding abuses in the 
Market.

As state treasurer. Hill is the 
ch ie f  investm ent o fficer for the 
sta te  and ch ief debt m anagem ent 
officer. His office is responsib le  
for the prudent investm ent of trust 
funds including  the Public E m 
ployees' Retirement System which 
outperformed the stock market dur
ing the last fiscal year. H illis the first 
state treasurer to serve on the na
tional advisory council for the Em
ployee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974.

Rider Advocates 
Rise From Storm Of 

Gunfire
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The positions were created with 

the help of neighborhood represen
tatives, the youth gang task force 
and former Multnomah County Sher
iff Don Clark, W alsh said.

Clark worked with Tri-Met for 
three months as a volunteer.

He had experience cleaning up 
violence and crime at the Columbia 
Villa public housing project in North 
Portland and helped put a commu
nity-based plan into effect, Walsh 
said.
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B a n k i n g  o n  A m e r i c a -

“ I was am azed 
at the deal I got

— zzcm’ rz/ A customer
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