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With the new school year
right around the corner, AAA
Oregon urges drivers, parents
and young pedestrians to use
extra caution near schools and
residential areas.

Every year more than
13,000 youngsters between the
ages of 5 and 14 are killed or
seriously injured by motor ve-
hicles. Most of these fatalities
involve children between the
ages of 5 and 9. Nearly half of
all vehicle/pedestrian collisions
occur between intersections
| “The youngest children face
the greatest threat of harm,” said
AAA Oregon President Roger
Graybeal. ™
venturing from the familiar sur-

Many youngsters are

roundings of their neighbor-
hoods to busier roadways and
the intersections. The children
haven’tyetlearned, or may have
forgotten, proper traffic safety
behavior. So drivers need to be
particularly cautious at this time
of year.”
PREVENTATIVE ACTION
AAA Oregon reminds
drivers that they can increase
their traffic safety awareness
by following a few simple
guidelines.
* Be alert to seasonal changes

Back To School Safety

School’s Open - Children At Play

* Avoid pushing, shoving and
rowdy behavior. Someone
could fall or be pushed into

in driving regulations, includ-
ing school zones, school cross-
ings and turning restrictions.

* Stopwhen aschool bus is load- the path of a vehicle

ing and unloading children. * Remain seated while the bus
* Remain stopped while the is in motion

flashing red lights are on. » Keep the aisles clear at all
* Don’t tailgate buses. Leave a times. Someone could trip

distance of one to two car over bookbags and lunch

lengths between vehicles boxes left in the aisles

* Drive cautiously where chil- + Don’t throw anything in the
dren may be present. Be aware
that children may suddenly dart
into the road from behind a accident
parked car, bus or shrubbery * Be careful to avoid snagging
SCHOOL BUS SAFETY

A key componentofachild’s
pedestrian safety education is * When exiting the bus remind
school bus safety. More than the driver that you will be

8,300 students were injured and

35 killed in school bus accidents * Walk well in front of the bus

during the 1991-1992 school

year good rule of thumb -- if you

school bus or outside of the

window. It could cause an

clothing and bookbags on the
handrails

crossing the street

when crossing the street. A

“Mostoften children are injured can see the driver, the driver

in the loading area when the child can probably see you

moves out of the driver’s line of
vision by bending over to pick up
something or walking behind the
bus,” said Graybeal.

Parents are encouraged to
discuss these simple safety tips
with their children.

* Arrive at the bus stop on time
and wait for the bus in a safe

place, well off the roadway

AAA Oregon works with local
law enforcement agencies and
schools throughout Oregon to edu-
cate children and adults about pe-
destrian safety. AAA Oregon pro-
vides information through a vari-
ety of free brochures and film loan
program which are available
through your nearest AAA Oregon

office
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Call 503-288-0033
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