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Celebrating Black Heritage

ion Cornelius (right) and Sinbad join the Luster Foundation in celebrating black heritage. Also pictured 
re Jory Luster, (left) president o f Luster Products and his wife, Mary. Cort^ l,'jJS’ P ^ i,±ĉ . ° fS ° ul^ ra,n’ 
le Soul Train Music Awards and the Soul Train Comedy Awards, received the 1994 Fred Luster Sr. 

nage Award.

Funds Received For 
YouthBuild Program

C o n g re ssw o m a n  E liz a b e th  
Furse, together w ith  M ayor Vera 
K a tz  and C ity  C o m m is s io n e r 
Gretchen Kafoury announced Thurs
day that the C ity ’ s Bureau o f Hous
ing and C om m unity Development, 
along w ith  15 partner agencies, has 
received a $100,000 grant from the 
U.S. Department o f  Housing and 
Urban D evelopm ent to design a 
Y ou thB u ild  program fo r the Port

land area.
The aim  o f the Y ou thB u ild  is to 

involve at risk young people in bu ild 
ing affordable housing w ith in  their 
com m unity. The Y ou thB u ild  pro
gram, firs t developed in New Y ork 
C ity  in the late 1970’ s combines 
intensive construction tra in ing w ith  
education and leadership develop

ment.
C urren tly , a p ilo t program - 

Portland Y o u th B u ild  ’94 - is under
way w ith  eleven young people ages 
18-21. D uring  the next five  months

these youth w il l  be d ivided into two 
teams which w il l  alternate between a 
week on the construction site and a 
week in the classroom. The group 
aims to have a new home constructed 
by the end o f  November.

The aim  o f  th is p ilo t, organized 
by several coalition members, is to 
strengthen Portland’ s ab ility  to de
sign, and acquire funds fo r a fu ll 
Y ou thB u ild  program. A  form al k ic k 
o f f  event fo r this program is sched
uled fo r noon on Monday, July 18 at 
1257 NE H igh land - the future con
struction site fo r this program.

“ I ’ m th r ille d  that Portland has 
the opportun ity to develop such a 
program ,”  C om m issioner K afoury 
noted. “ Y ou thB u ild  blends the best 
elements o f com m unity development 
and youth education and empower
ment.”

The current H U D  grant covers 
the planning phase o f the Y ou thB u ild  
program. I f  planning and develop

ment efforts are successful, P ortland 
Y ou th B u ild  w il l  open its doors to 30 
youth in  the summer or fa ll o f  1995.

“ Y o u th B u ild  is  a p e rfe c t e x 
am p le  o f  a p rog ram  w he re  e v e ry 
b o d y  w in s ,”  sa id  the  M a y o r ,  
“ yo u n g  p e o p le  lea rn  v a lu a b le  
c o n s tru c tio n  trade s k i l ls  and  the  
c o m m u n ity  ga ins m ore  u n its  o f  

a ffo rd a b le  h o u s in g ."
C oa lition  member agencies in 

clude: Portland Habitat fo r H um an
ity ,  O regon O utreach, P o rtla n d  
House o f Umoja, the Youth E m p loy
ment and Empowerment P roject, N E  
W orkforce Center, Portland P ub lic  
Schools, NE Com m unity D evelop
ment C orporation, the P ortland D e
velopm ent C om m ission, the T r i-  
County Y outh Services Consortium , 
the Housing A u tho rity  o f  Portland, 
Youth Gang Outreach program , The 
Private Industry C ouncil, the O r
egon B u ild in g  and A lb ina  M in is te 

ria l A lliance .

Dedication Set For Super Energy-Efficient House
A  low-income fam ily ’ s new home 

uses the latest research in  energy
saving and low -cost construction.

Design and construction o f  the 
house were made possible by a ven
ture between the U n ive rs ity  o f  O r
egon School o f  A rch itecture and A l 
lied  A rts ’ Center fo r Housing Innova
tion , St. V incent de Paul and several 
local contractors. The house is lo -

cated in  Springfie ld  and w il l  be rented 
to a low-incom e fam ily .

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D -Ore., and 
John M illhone , deputy assistant sec
retary in the U.S. Departm ent o f  E n
ergy, w il l  attend the dedication. The 
Energy Department funded the de
sign and analysis portions o f  the 

project.
The house is designed to  com ply

w ith  the  B o n n e v il le  P o w e r 
A d m in is tra tio n ’ s s tringen t Super 
Good Cents energy standards. The 
use o f  stressed skin insulating core 
(SSIC) panels, re fined by U O  re
searchers, a llow s the 1,200-square- 
foo t house to use 40 percent less en
ergy than a comparable structure that 
meets Oregon bu ild ing  codes. SSIC 
panels are prefabricated units made

Sales o f existing s ing le -fam ily  
homes were up from  a year ago and 
steady compared w ith  A p r il,  accord
ing to the National Association o f 

Realtors.
The W est recorded a sales rate o f 

850,000 units in M ay, a rise o f 14.9 
percent from  one year ago. The me
dian price was $148,600, up 5.8 per
cent from  one year earlier.

The Northeast led in  home sales, 
posting a resale rate o f 630,000 units 
in M a y , up 23.5 percent from  one year 
earlier. The median price in  the N orth 
east was $138,300, down 1.4 percent 
from  M ay 1993.

“ The recent up -tick  in  mortgage 
interest rates has had lit t le  im pact in 
the existing home sales segment o f 
the market. I t  appears that w h ile  some 
consumers have chosen to delay pur- 
chasesdue to higherrates,overwhelm
ing ly , buyers have brushed o f f  rates 
because they are intent on buying  a 
home,”  said N A R  President Robert 

H. E lrod.
The Federal Home Loan M o rt

gage Corp, reported that the national 
average com m itm entrate fo r 30-year, 
conventional, fixed-rate mortgages 
was 8.60 percent in M ay, up from  
8.32 percent the previous month and 
the highest since M ay 1992 when i t  

was 8.67.
M a y ’ s n a tio n a l m ed ian  e x is t 

in g  s in g le - fa m ily  hom e p r ic e  was 
$ 1 0 9 ,9 0 0 , up 3 .2  p e rcen t fro m  
one year e a r lie r . The m ed ian  is

Housing 
Projects Target

Homeless
The Federal Home Loan Bank has 

awarded $533,133 in targeted grants to 
helpU.S. Bank fund the development o f 
168 affordable apartments in Northwest 

Portland.
The grants w ill support the reha

bilitation o f the Rothchild Building, 106 
efficiency apartments primanly for home
less individuals recovering from sub
stance abuse and/or suffering from  
chronic mental illness. The monies w ill 
also be used to remodel the Victorian 
Inn, 62 apartments for low-income eld
erly individuals, primarily from the Asian 

community.
Each resident w ill receive an ind i

vidual treatment plan and w ill have ac
cess to mental health services, alcohol 
and drug treatment, and medical care
services. Before they arceligible to move

in, tenants o f the Rothchild must be 
involved in a recovery program.

Home Sales Strong
the  m id p o in t in  the p r ic e  ra nge , 
h a lf  the  hom es o ld  co s t m o re , h a lf  

co s t less.
Econom ist John A . T u cc illo  said 

that w h ile  the drop in  tota l U .S . home

sales between A p r il and M ay reflects 
a norm al reaction in  the marketplace 
to higher mortgage interest rates, the 
stable pace also indicates that h igher 
rates have not dampened sales.

o f hardboard and p lyw ood that is 
laminated d irec tly  to an inner core o f 
a S tyro foam -like material.

W h ile  SSIC panels are inher
ently energy-effic ient, they often cost 
more than conventional fram ing. The 
challenge fo r researchers at the U O  
Energy E ffic ien tlndustria lizedH ous- 
ing Research Program was to develop 
design innovations that w ould make 
the house more affordable, w hile  op
tim iz ing  the capabilities o f  the pan
els, according to G.Z. B rown, UO 
professor o f  architecture and program 
director.

B row n says the immediate value 
o f  the pro ject is that i t  provides an 
energy-effic ient home to a low -in -

come fam ily . He says the long-term 
view  o f  the program is to develop 
ways to reduce domestic energy con
sum ption and to help the U.S. hous
ing industry compete on a global level 
w ith  countries such as Japan and 
Sweden, where the industry is h igh ly 

advanced.
The house also demonstrates the 

potential when researchers, govem-

ment and industry jo in  together on a 
project, B row n adds. The testing o f 
ideas and the advancement o f tech
nology and materials became pos
sible because o f  the collaboration, he 

says.
The house was b u ilt by  local con

tractor Goldenridge Construction and 
w il l  be m onitored fo r its energy per
formance.
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New & used books on 
Business, Music, & 

African-American Studies

POWELL’S
C IT Y  OF BOOKS

9 AM - 11 PM Monday through Saturday 

9 AM - 9 PM Sundays 

Used books bought every day till 8:30 PM 

On the #20 Bus line • One hour free parking 

1005 West Burnside Street 

228-4651

SdutAen* ßuteftte 

<utd

2924 N. Lombard 
PORTLAND

240-6050

Featuring 
■ BBQ Pork

■ BBQ Beef Ribs
■ BBQ Chicken 

Portland's Best Catfish

DINE IN OR CARRY OUI

GROCERIES 
FOR LESS

• Name Brands
• Wholesale Prices
• Canned
• Packaged
• Frozen Food
• Deli Items
• Pet Foods
• Soaps
• Detergents
• Much More!

The Bee Company, Inc. 
Groceries at 

Wholesale prices

800 N. Killingsworth 
Portland, Oregon 97217 

(503) 283-3171

Open Daily Except Sunday 
9:30-6:00

McMurphy's 
Appliance Center

UJasher fit Dryer5199“  

Refrigerators From $129°° 
Ranges From $ 129°°

Open Mon. - Fri. 9:00am  to 5:00pm

Saturday 10:00«

Sunday dosed

rifr" /  Jon Ne mlk
k * e  s

Sales »Service« Ports
»

American State 
Bank

C ER TIF IED  
M INO RITY’ BANK  
FO U N D ED  196 9  
M E M B E R  F D IC

UI I) FASHIONED 
BANK

PURLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

Is the lack of a down payment keeping you from owning a 
home?

American State Bank may be able to help you. We have just 
established a program to lower our standard required 20% 
down payment on conventional home loans to just 5% for 
qualifying low-income families.

If you have a good track-record'’ of paying rent, a good 
credit history, are a low-income family, and have enough 
cash for a 5% down payment, you too could own your own 
home under this program.

Come see us today!

COME BANK WITH US
WE DO BANKING 

THE OLD FASHIONED WAY
503-282-2216

COMMUNITY 
ORII N I I D BANK

Head Office - 2737 N.E. Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd. • Portland, Oregon 97212


