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The Magnificent Healing 

Lady
By Prof. McKinley Burt

I was saving this gem fo r a special 
monograph to be published this spring, but 
le t me add this b it o f  reassurance to those 
women who m igh t wonder i f  they had 
carved a place in the early h istory o f  the 
healing arts.
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“Women Who Go Above 
And Beyond”

Beauty and pow crcan to hand in hand, 
and Revlon C o lorS ty le , celebrating the 
beauty, o f  women, and AJee, a new scent 
capturing the power o f  women every where 
unite to sponsor the second “ W om en W ho 
To Above A nd Beyond”  contest w ith  Es­
sence Magazine, the coun try ’ s preem inent 
lifes ty le  magazine fo r B lack Women.
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“Retirement Housing: 
What’s Right For You?”

A  class explores the many housing 
options available during retirem ent years 
w ill be heldat A lam eda C om m unity School, 
2732 N.E. Frem ont, Portland. The class 
w il l  meet fo r 2 sessions, on M onday, A p r il 
4 and A p r il 11, from  6:30 p.m . to 9 pm cost 
o f  the course is $13 plus a $1.50 materials 
fee.
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Two Roads: The Black
Woman’s Powerful 

Influence
From the slave blocks to the corpora­

tion  meeting rooms, her very presence has 
sustained our entire way o f  life  not w ithou t 
muted com pla in ts, and a sp iritua l fire  that 
burned deep w ith in , d id  she bear the hu­
m ilia tio n  o f  the slave-master’ s advances 
yet our race possessed the inborn a b ility  to 
persevere and survive!
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Black Business Fronts: 
Not Just A Blow To The 

Knees
Le t me begin to count the way s fronting 

a c tiv ity  in general, and B lack fron ting  in 
particu lar, is one o f the ways B lacks are 
prevented from  gain ing authentic w ork  
experience, sk ills  and ab ilities. F ronting  
denies leg itim ate B lack business people 
access and opportun ity  to rea l-w orld  busi­
ness environm ents w h ich  are essential 
preparation to compete in  open markets. 
Genuine B lack businesses are e ffec tive ly  
handicapped, ever dependent on others; 
when it  comes to b id ing  w o rk , the average, 
not so-w ell-m eaning w h ile  prim e contrac­
to r w il l  say, “ They a in ’ t qua lified .”
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Ibcrtina ’ s Restaurant, a hidden 
jew e l in the com m unity fo r over 13 

M  years, is now serving coffee and 
ro lls  in its main d in ing  room, M onday through
Friday, from  9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

A lbertina’s Restaurant, at 424 NE 22nd 
Avenue in Portland, is located on the first floor o f 
a former orphanage. People who love to savor 
good food, learn about history, support endeavors 
which benefit children and others in need, and

Editorial
Civil Rights Journal
Why The Cuba Embargo?

To Americans the little yellow school bus 
is a symbol fo r  children and education.

By Bernice Powell Jackson
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Neighborhood Rejects Liquor 
Sales In Mini-Mart Store

by Promise K ing
4T1 HE KING'S NEIGHBORHOOD 

SENT A STRONG SIGNAL LAST
JL WEDNESDAY NIGHTTOOWNERS 

OF MINI-MART, THAT IT WON’T SUPPORT 
THE SALE OF LIQUOR IN THEIR STORE.

The A rco  A m  PM  M in i-M a rt at 3435 NE 
M artin  Lu ther K ing  Jr., B lvd  was a denizen o f 
gangsters, drug-addicts and a lcoholics and
had a h istory o f  notorie ty and loudness.

The neighborhood group is contending
that sales o f liquo r in the store w ould bring 
back nefarious activ ities that could re-play 
some o f  the vices that has ravaged the com m u­
n ity  in the past.

It was three years ago when form er ow n­
ers o f the M in i-M a rt closed down when it  was 
apparent that the trouble in  the spot could not 
be curtailed.

The Neighborhood Association headed 
by Fred Stewart is not pleased that the A M / 
PM  M in i Stores new owners, Denise and 
D orian B oyland had applied to Oregon L i ­
quor C ontro l Com m ission fo r a license to sell 
alcohol.

The Neighborhood Association,rose from 
its meeting in  1991 to place ban or oppose any 
new liq u o r sales ou tle t in  the ir domain.

T he  A s s o c ia t io n  boa rd  in  January  
had w ro te  a le tte r  to  the B ureau  o f  L i ­
censes and O L C C  o p p o s in g  B o y la n d ’ s 
request fo r  a lc o h o l license . H o w e ve r, the 
n e ig h b o rs  in  th e ir  m e e tin g  la s t m on th  
had d e c id ed  to  re -e xa m in e  its  n o - l iq u o r  
p o lic y  and open its  d e c is io n  to  have the 
genera l p u b lic  com m en t.

I t  fin a lly , refused any new liquo r sales 
outlet, in  it  last meeting held last week. The 
body C hair, Fred Stewart had to ld  the Orego-

lack Business Fronts: Not Just A Blow To The Knees
J ames L. P osey

HIS IS THE SECOND IN A 
SERIES OF ARTICLES TO

JL INFORM THE COMMUNITY 
ABOUT THE NAT-URE OF FRONTS.

In  the firs t a rtic le  on B lack fronts, I tried 
to define a front. B ottom line , I said these are 
businesses w ith  B lack faces w hich, in varying 
degrees, are se lling out in order to obtain 
short-term  financia l gain. But th is says lit tle  
about how fronts insid iously sabotage the 
v ita lity , aspirations and capacity o f  real B lack 
businesses to compete in the market place. 
L ike  a w e ll placed b low  to the knees, many 
legitim ate B lack business have been crippled. 
However, B lack businesses aren’ t just able to 
get up, w in  O lym p ic  medals and go skating 
o f f  to D isneyland. A frican-A m erican busi­
ness interests are being seriously hurt, and 
hurt in  a num ber o f ways.

Le t me begin to count the ways. Fronting 
ac tiv ity  in  general, and B lack fron ting  in 
particu lar, is one o f  the ways B lacks are 
prevented from  gaining authentic w ork expe­
rience, sk ills  and ab ilities. F ronting denies 
leg itim ate B lack business people access and 
opportun ity  to rea l-w orld , business environ­
ments w hich are essential preparation to com ­
pete in open markets. Genuine B lack busi­
nesses are e ffec tive ly  handicapped, ever de­

Historic Orphanage Restaurant Opens Its Doors
those who appreciate a unique volunteer enter­
prise, w on’ t want to miss morning coffee and 
breakfast rolls at Albertina’s Restaurant in The 
Old Kerr Nursery. A dedicated staff o f volunteers 
has been serving reasonably priced gourmet 
lunches for over 13 years to repeat customers who 
appreciate a comfortable, charming and unusual 
dining experience.

Visitors to the stately three-story Georgian,

Housing Sports
Jobs move to Portland from  
California as Housewares 
Importer comes to town
W/r/i the help o f the Portland
Development Commission, Portland will 
welcome to town a new company...
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Benson Saves Face For P.I.L.
By John Phillips.

The Benson Tech Boys Basketball
Team kept the P .I.L . in a position 
to hold their heads up after taking 
fourth place. Page B6

Arts & Entertainment
Inner City Blues Festival - 
March 26

.The Portland Rainbow Coalition is 
hosting the fifth Annual Inner City Blues 
Festival on Saturday, March 26, 6:30 p.m.
-1  a.m. at the texas II. Page B3

nian that “ a lo t o f  people never expected this 
po licy  to be overturned” .

A s  m us t as S te w a rt w o u ld  su ppo rt 
the B o y la n d ’ s business ven tu re  in  the 
n e ig h b o rh o o d , he w o u ld  resen t in  the 
a n y  l iq u o r  s a le s . “ W e w o u ld  lo v e  
B o y la n d ’ s to  have business the re , we ju s t 
d o n ’ t su p p o rt the l iq u o r  license .

pendent on others; when it comes to b id ing 
w ork, the average, not-so-well-meaning white 
prime contractor w ill say, “ They ain’ t qualified.”

W hat th is situation does is put B lack 
businesses in a perpetual down spin. They 
can’ t get regular work. A nd  any foo l knows 
that consistent, m eaningfu l w ork is what re­
a lly  determines the level and quality o f  expe­
rience, and u ltim a te ly , the qua lity  o f  the prod­
uct o r service. I t ’ s no secret that in  order to 
hire a competent, e ffic ien t w orkforce and to 
acquire and maintain dependable equipment, 
a serious black business must have consistent, 
profitable w ork.

A c c o rd in g ly ,  B la c k  fro n ts  s iphon  o f f  
m uch o f  th is  w o rk . Some a u th o r itie s  agree 
th a t fro n t in g  is  one o f  the m ost po te n t 
fo rm s  o f  ra c ia l d is c r im in a t io n . I t ’ s p o ­
te n t because o f  its  d e ce p tive  nature - 
g iv in g  the appearance o f  p rogress fo r  
som e B la c k s , w h ile  m os t are den ied  rea l 
g r o w th  o p p o r t u n i ­
ties .

The leg itim ate B lack business is strug­
g ling  to keep its w ork crews employed, stay 
out in  fron t o f  the IRS and insurance compa­
nies, pay the mandated high wage rate fo r less 
than p ro fic ien t workers, and patch up less 
than acceptable equipment. And, on and on 
and on, ju s t dealing w ith  the everyday head­
aches o f runn ing a small business. Conse­

play o f the former orphanage, depicting days 
gone by. The Old Kerr Nursery building has been 
placed on the National Register o f Historic Places, 
and in 1979, became an offic ia l Portland Historic 
Landmark, under the “ humanitarian”  designa­
tion.

Customers who enjoy coffee and breakfast 
rolls may also wander through The Kerr G ift 
Shop, which sells new and consigned g ift items, 
the Kerr’s Economy Jar and Thrift Shop, K X V )

The B oy land ’ s had pledged that to  m ain­
tain sanity, she w ould  decrease the hours o f 
a lcohol sales and em ploy 24-hour security 
service to stop social nuisance i f  the ir license 
is approved by O LC C . It  wasn ’ t c lear i f  by this 
neighborhood decisions whether the O LC C  
w il l  go ahead to approve B oy land ’ s applica­
tion.

quently, B lack businesses are drow ning in a 
com petitive market, unable to keep their heads 
above the economic water.

A nd yet, perhaps the greatest im pact is 
how fron ting  sells fu ture generations short. 
Maybe only a few can make this connection, 
but w h ile  young whites are surrounded by 
prosperous ro le models in  every fie ld , B lack 
youth have a ll but lost the ir role models in the 
construction trade and other labor-intensive 
fie lds where we were once commonplace. 
This was when B lack men were real produc­
ers and bread w inners fo r  the ir fam ilies. In  
spite o f  its b lue-co lla r image, it  was a vocation 
black youth had to respect, and many looked 
up to.

B u t today, B lack fronts, the new role 
models, have almost become the rule rather 
than the exception. The fron t is quite com ­
mon, g rinn ing  up in the w h ite  m an’ s face, like  
a Cheshire cat o r even a “ tom ” cat, begging fo r 
contracts and ending up passing the benefits 
on to whites w ho already have steady w ork. 
And the way the w hite and B lack gatekeepers 
patronize th is sort o f behavior, it  is calculated 
to reward the wrongdoers and punish those 
who arc try ing  to d o itr ig h t. In  fact, any B lack 
business that has been around fo r a w h ile  can 
c learly chart the h istory o f  fron ting  in O r­
egon. A nd over the years, many have watched 
how numerous Blacks have been beguiled

and resale shops. Shops are on-site and open at 
10:00 a.m. For 13 years, each o f the volunteer- 
managed businesses has been donating its pro­
ceeds to benefit the programs o f Albertina Kerr 
Centers, one o f Oregon’s largest human service 
agencies.

A ll proceeds raised from this new morning- 
break coffee and breakfast rolls venture w ill be 
donated to assist the programs o f Albertina Ken 
Centers. Programs which benefit include: Psy-

The Arco 
Am-Pm 
Mini Mart 
site under 
lock and 
key may 
be locked 
to liquor

B u t B e tty  W o rce s te r, R e g io n a l M a n ­
ager o f  the O L C C  to ld  the conce rned  
n e ig h b o rh o o d  th a t “ th e re ’ s a le g it im a te  
conce rn  th a t i f  th is  lice n se  is  g ran ted  
here, e ve ry  o th e r package store  w i l l  get 
one. T h a t ’ s n o t n e ce ssa rily  the case at 
a l l ” . A n  in d ic a t io n  th a t the O L C C  m ay 
g ra n t B o y la n d s  l iq u i r  sales a p p lic a tio n .

tim e and tim e again, like  lambs to slaughter, 
in to  fron ting  activ ities.

W e ll,  one does n o t have to  w o n d e r 
too  long  abou t w h a t perpe tua tes th is  p h e ­
nom enon. I t  can be sum m ed up in  tw o  
w o rd s : d e s p e ra tio n  and  d e p r iv a t io n .  
These tw in  e v ils  fo reshadow  th is  e n tire  
issue. B la c k s  g e n e ra lly  re a liz e  th a t m i l ­
lio n s  o f  d o lla rs  have f lo w e d  l ik e  w a te r 
th ro u g h  th is  c o m m u n ity  and c o n tin u e  to  
cascade on w h ite s , l ik e  show ers fro m  
M u ltn o m a h  F a lls . B u t B la c k s  have been 
c o n s is te n tly  d y in g  o f  e co n o m ic  th irs t  in  
th is  m id s t o f  p le n ty . U n fo r tu n a te ly , some 
B lacks  arc w i l l in g  do  a n y th in g  to  d r in k  
fro m  th is  e co n o m ic  w e lls p r in g , in c lu d ­
in g  s e llin g  o u t th e ir  o w n  b ro th e rs  and 
s is te rs . I t  is , w ith o u t a d o u b t, a ca rry  o v e r 
fro m  the legacy  o f  s la ve ry  in  th is  c o u n ­
try .

But whatever the cause, somehow seri­
ous-m inded Blacks must take action to arrest 
these B lack fronts who have been s trik ing  us 
on the knees fo r some time. B ut fo r now , the ir 
action, along w ith  the cum ulative hostile 
environm ent fo r B lack business, is s trik ing  
econom ic death b low  s to the head and heart o f  
A frican-A m erican  business enterprise.

James Posey is a small business owner 
w ith  a background in social w ork  and com ­
m unity  activism .

chiatric day and residential treatment services for 
adolescent boys and girls; adoption and foster 
care for children w ith special needs; early inter­
vention for young children; outpatient counsel­
ing services for families; and residential, sup­
ported 1 iving, and employment services fo r people 
w ith developmental disabilities. Enjoy coffee and 
breakfast rolls while at the same time helping over 
6,000 people annually who receive services 
through Albertina Kerr Centers!
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