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MERC Unveils New 

Business Plan
On February 22, the Metropolitan Ex­

position Recreation Commission will un­
veil a Business Plan that portrays a slim ­
mer, more efficient organization that has a 
clear sense o f direction. A special commis­
sion meeting has been called to publicly 
present the plan. It will be held in rooms 
A103-104 in the Oregon Convention Cen­
ter form 8:30am to 10:00am.

Renewing The Earth 
Subject For Conference

“Renewing the earth” is the subject for 
a conference considering the local global 
environmental crisis. The conference will 
be held at St. Paul Catholic Church, 1201 
Satre St., Eugene, OR., on Saturday March 
5, 1994, 9am to 4pm.

Oregon Ballet Theatre 
Invites School Children 

To Studio Rehearsals As
Part Of Unique New 

Program “Arts 
Downtown: Sensational 

Sights and Sounds
Portland, OR. -  Beginning February 

16 and running through April, Oregon 
Ballet Theatre (OBT) will open its studios 
for schoolchildren to get a close look at 
dancers in rehearsal, as part o f a pilot 
project with area arts organizations de­
signed to enhance the classroom experi­
ence and fill the gap left by diminishing arts 
programs in schools.

Women Artists!
Join us at a NO LIMITS workshop 

with Beth Grossman. Fri., Apr. 22, 7-10 
p.m .,Sat., Apr. 2 3 ,9 a.m .- 10 p.m .,&  Sun., 
Apr. 24, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Hillsboro 
home of Kathy Sievers.

Cost for the workshop is a sliding scale 
from $140-$ 190. Please pay what you can 
actually give, and not he usual “I can’t 
afford it" lowest amount. Space is limited. 
Send your $50 deposit or full payment as 
soon as possible. Full payment should be 
received by April 15. A $10 discount will 
apply if your payment is received by March 31.

Send you name, address, and phone 
number, along with a check made payable 
to Beth Grossman, to: Kathy sievers, 2121 
S.E. Oak Crest Dr., Hillsboro, O R 9 7 123. A 
limited amount of financial assistance is 
available. Application deadline for finan­
cial assistance is April 4. Contact Lonnie 
Feather at (503) 222-9773 for further infor­
mation. Call Kathy with at 648-3340 with 
other questions.

Miss Black Oregon Shines 
right In Nations Capital

Miss Black Oregon, Michelle Soles

'ichelle Soles, the reigning Ms.
Black Oregon brought warmth and

.sunshine to W ashington, D.C. on 
behalf of the State of Oregon. She was totally
unselfish in sharing portions to all who will-
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ingly wanted to receive
M iss B lack  O regon, w ho is a co m ­

m u n ic a tio n s  m a jo r at P o rtla n d  S ta te  
U n iv e rsity , u tilized  those sk ills  o f  th e a t­
rical know ledge to m esm eriz ing  e ffec t

won the h earts  o f  her c o m p e tito r’s w ith 
charm  & unm atchab le  poise!

T he a re a ’s o f  co m p etitio n  ranged  
from  crea tive  expression , ta len t, personal 
in te rv iew  and even ing  gow ns. In a ll c a t­
eg o ries  she sh ined  like new m oney h o w ­
ev e r, fo r her ta len t she sang in C ap e lla  
the G lad y s K nigh t song “T h a t’s W hat 
F rien d s A re F o r .” She w inged  h er way 
through the song w ith too m any unneeded  
ch o rd  ch an g es  bu t fin ish ed  it to an a p ­
p lau se  o f  w arm th .

On the fin a l n ig h t o f  co m p e titio n  a ll 
o f  the co n te s tan ts  perfo rm ed  a g roup  
dance  ro u tin e  in sa lu te  to  the re ign ing  
M iss B lack U SA - Ms. E bony W arren  it 
w as d one  w ith  such  p rec is io n , one m ight 
have ex p ec ted  it to  co n tin u e  up on New 
Y o rk ’s B roadw ay. F u ll o f  life , zest, and 
c lass! It w as at th is  p o in t w here  the 12 
f in a lis t w ere se lec ted  from  the g roup  o f 
22 co n tes tan ts .

T he O regon  d e leg a tio n  sa t an x iously  
lis ten in g  as the nam es w ere being  ca lled  
1 2 ,1 1 , 1 0 ,6 , 5 ,4 ,2 ,  and  1, and  none was 
M iss B lack  O regon. Y es, A m om ent of 
de jec tio n  passed , but p assed  it d id , in ­
deed  fo r there  w ere no lo sers here. No not 
at a ll everyone o f  these lad ies rose  to the 
o ccasion  w ith d is tin c tiv e  p rid e , po lish  
and poise!

E very  p a ren t w hose d au g h te r as here 
cou ld  do no th ing  bu t jo in  the gorgeous 
peacock  and  w alk w ith the a ssu rance  o f  
know ing , yes, you are B eau tifu l! T hank 
you M iche lle  S oles. M iss B lack  O regon 
1994. W e sa lu te  you, we love you , b e ­
cause you are  our own!

Business/ 
Neighborhood 

Community Says 
“No More Crime”

City Commissioner Seeks Home For Homeless
by Promise K ing

owntown Portland will be relieved
j jo f  homeless faces if plans by City 

^ C o m m iss io n e r Gretchen Kafoury,
goes through.

The city has launched a search to this end 
to identify a better alternatives to mass shel­
ters in downtown. I t’s overall plan is to re­
place these shelters with three or four sepa­
rate, specialized facilities for mentally sick 
persons.

The Commissioner, executive assistant 
Erik Stein told Portland Observer that the 
reason behind this move is that lot of re­
sources allocated could not reach all of the 
specialized targets.

Kafoury, is making a clarion call to all 
property owners and real estate professionals 
to submit proposals to help identify potential 
sites for the new proposed facilities.

“This is a new approach”, the Com m is­
sioner told a press-conference at the Glisan 
Street Homeless shelter. “Rather than trying 
to site these ourselves, we will use the exper­
tise of the business and development com m u­
nity to help figure out where to pul the new 
facilities.”

Gretchen Kafoury, City Commissioner

The funding of this project will be jointly 
shared by the city and the county. Business 
leaders, neighborhood residents, service or­
ganizations and homeless advocates will be 
tasked in the selection process.

The city already has a grant from the 
government and will need about six million 
dollars to make this initiative a reality. The 
project is estimated to gulp about ten million 
dollars at completion.

“This plan is going to be completed over 
several years and it’s going to take time to find 
the money”, executive Stein had confided.

Specifics and concrete plans of this hous­
ing project are uncertain until a list o f sites is 
developed. The first facility will be a 50-bed 
for the chronically mentally-ill homeless. 
Mental Health Services West, will develop 
the new facility with resources from Portland’s 
Bureau of Housing and Community Develop­
ment and U.S. Department o f Housing and 
Urban DevelopmenL

About 300 homeless are currently housed 
at the c ity ’s shelters in downtown Portland.

It is likely that downtown business com­
munity who have interest in this new moves 
will also bear the financial burden. “W hether 
or not these new facilities can be developed 
will depend on how successful we are at 
raising the necessary money,” Kafoury said.

Shelters run by private organizations will 
not be affected by the developm ent

ick off events are scheduled for the 
Neighborhood/Business Crime 
Watch Program launched by Gate­

way area Business Association and Parkrose
Business Association in cooperation with 
Portland Police Bureau.

The project goals are to reduce crime, 
raise crime prevention awareness and im­
prove responses to crime, vandalism and 
suspicious activity in East Portland.

An extensive community outreach 
event will be held:
• Thurs. March 10, from 10 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. Parkrose Business Assn.
• Thurs. March 17, from 1 to 4:00 p.m. 

Gateway Area Business Assn.
B usinesses w ill be asked  to  m ake a 

m inim um  donation  o f  $10  upon re g is ­
tra tion  to defray  the co s t o f  business 
W atch  s igns w hich  w ill be p laced  
th ro u g h o u t the ta rg e t a reas . A ll p a r­
tic ipa ting  businesses w ill receive pack ­
ets o f  in fo rm ation  specific  to  the b u s i­
ness secu rity  and will be reg is te red  on 
a business d is tr ic t m ap /te lcp h o n e  tree 
to enhance  better com m unication . This 
w ill in c lu d e  n e ig h b o rin g  re s id e n ts  
num bers w ho are an asse t to a business 
a fte r hou rs. T he ta rg e t a reas  rep re sen t 
the firs t s tage  o f  o rg an iz in g  th a t w ill 
be im p lem en ted  in the fu tu re .

The kick off event will host special 
guests such as city, county and state lead­
ers, local business owners and representa­
tives from tex neighborhood associations 
including refreshments. The events are  
scheduled as follows:
• Gateway Area Business Association- 

W ed., March 23,1994 Location: W ood­
land Park Hosp. Auditorium at 10300 
NE Hancock, 7pm to 9pm with a short 
program at 8pm.

• Parkrose Business Association-Wednes- 
day March 16, 1994

LOCATION
The P lantation  a t 1145 NE Sandy Blvd.:
• 3:30pm to 5:00pm with a short program 

at 4:00pm
• 7:30 to 9:00 pm with a short program at 

8:00pm
Kay and Andie stress the need for 

volunteers to assist the committee with its 
outreach and kick off efforts. To volunteer, 
or for more information on target and area 
please call.
Contact Persons for more information:
• Andie Spuck, Volunteer Chair, Parkrose

Business Association 254-4445
• Kay Vetaly, Volunteer Chair, Gateway 

Area Business Assn. 257-5862
• Kyle Ziegler, East Portland District Coa­

lition-Crime Prev. Staff 256-0014
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Mr. Rescue Provides
Free Auto Emergency
Service To Memorial 

Coliseum Patrons
Patrons parked in Memorial Coliseum 

shuttle lots also have instant access to Mr. 
Rescue by dialing * H-E-L-P from their 
GTE Moblinet cellular phone or (800)452- 
2212 from any phone.

Mr. Rescue emergency roadside ser­
vice is available 24 hours a day, seven days 
a week for GTE Mobilnet cellular service 
customers. For more information about 
GTE M obilnet’s cellular service and Mr. 
Rescue Emergency Road Service please 
call (800) 366-GTEM (4836).

S ubmissions: Community 
C alendar Information must be 
DATED TWO WEEKS AFTER THIS

issue’s PUBLICATION DATE

n 1991, the M ichigan  Fam ily  and 
C h ild re n ’s S erv ices  D iv ision
(FC SD ) received  a m illion  d o l­

lar g ran t from  the K ellogg  F oundation , 
the pu rpose  o f the g ran t w as to d eve lop  
a new program  ca lled  the N e ig h b o r­
hood In terv en tio n  P rogram  for Fam ily  
P re se rv a tio n . S in ce  the  key  to the 
p ro g ram ’s success w as find ing  a highly  
q u a lified  person  to head the d e p a rt­
m en t, F C S D  c o n d u c te d  a n a tio n a l 
search  for a d irec to r. A fter a ll the  lo ts 
w ere  c a s t ,  the  p e rso n  ch o se n  w as 
P o rtla n d ’s won O ,. V irg in ia  P h illip s , 
PhD . Dr. P h illip s  and h er h u sb an d . 
R ev. Jo shua  P h illip s , arc the founders 
o f  G ive Us T his D ay, Inc. G U T D  sp e­
c ia lizes  in E x tended  Fam ily  H om es, 
A doption  and R esp ite  C are for A frican  
A m erican  C h ild ren . In ad d itio n , they 
arc  co -fo u n d ers  o f  the O regon  ch ap te r

Dr. Virginia Phillips Return To Portland
o f  O ne C h u rc h  O ne C h ild  a d o p tio n  
agency . Dr. P h illip s was the firs t to  serve 
as O C O C ’s E xecu tive  D irec to r and  held 
th is p o s itio n  un til being  rec ru ited  by 
M ich igan .

The seven ty -five  year old agency , 
fo rm e rly  the  M ich ig an  A id S o c ie ty , 
qu ick ly  fe ll in love w ith Dr. P h illip s ’ 
easy  go in g  bu t co m p e ten t d em ean o r. 
A lso , the agency proved  to  be insigh tfu l 
in its se lec tion  cho ice  o f  D irec to r. Not 
only  d id  Dr. P h illip s p rove  to  be an 
ex c e lle n t ad m in is tra to r and p rogram  d e ­
v e lo p er, but her ph ilo so p h ica l w riting  
took M ichigan by storm . Her “ D ear A bby” 
type w eekly  artic le  ca lled  “ Ask O fed ean ” 
becam e a big hit w ith the peop le  in B attle  
C reek  and  beyond. T hus, it w as easy  to 
understand  how d isappo in ted  everyone 
w as w hen she decided  to re tu rn  to  P o rt­
land .

As D irec to r o f  tha t p ro g ram , Dr. 
P h illip s  w as resp o n sib le  fo r no t only  its 
ad m in is tra tio n  and o v e rs ig h t, bu t a lso  
for being  a lia iso n  to the v a rio u s co m m u ­
n itie s  im pacted  by the p rog ram . O ne o f 
her lia iso n  d u tie s  w as o f  p a rtic u la r  im ­
p o rtan ce  w hich m ean t being  an ad v iso r 
to the K ellogg F oundation . It was through 
th is ad v iso rsh ip  th a t K ellogg  found  ou t 
about the E xtended Fam ily concep t which 
the P h illip s  arc  know n th ro u g h o u t the 
nation  for. The peop le  at K ellogg  w ere so 
im pressed  tha t they have adop ted  the 
E x tended  Fam ily  M odel as a fam ily  p re s ­
e rvation  m odel for the sta te  o f  M ich igan .

B eing the b u ild e r tha t she is . Dr. 
P h illip s  d ev e lo p ed  the en tire  p rog ram , 
h ired  an ex ce llen t s ta ff  and oversaw  the 
program  from  it g enesis  to m atu rity . 
S a tis fied  the program  w as s trong  and in 
good hands. Dr. P h illip s  le ft her $ 60 ,000

a year jo b  to re tu rn  to  P o rtlan d  to  
co n tin u e  h er and  her h u sb a n d ’s dream  
o f having  the O regon  G U T D ’s E x ­
tended Fam ily Program  becom e a m odel 
for o th e r c itie s  and s ta te s  a round  the 
coun try .

Dr. P h illip s  is c lo se  to  co m p le tin g  
tw o books that she is cu rren tly  w ritin g . 
The books should  be p u b lish ed  and at 
b o o k sto res  by M arch. In ad d itio n , Dr. 
P h illip s  is in the p ro cess  o f  p u b lish in g  
a q u a rte rly  m agazine ca lled  T he F am ­
ily C o n n ec tio n . The m agaz ine  is due 
ou t in  la te  A pril.

For m ore in fo rm atio n  on G ive  Us 
T h is D ay ’s E x tended  F am ily , R esp ite  
C are and A doption  p ro g ram s, co n tac t 
R ev. Joshua D. P h illip s  o r D r. O . V ir­
g in ia  P h illip s  at (503) 2 8 5 -7634 . Y our 
q u es tio n s ,co m m cn tsan d  ideas arc w e l­
com ed.
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