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A l t e r a t  i  V e s
M. I saacs

The C o lo re d , N eg ro , B la c k  
o r A fro -A m e r ic a n  fa m ily ,  (w h a t
e ve r te rm  you  w ith  to  use), espe
c ia l ly  those fa m ilie s  w ho  m ig ra te d  
w es tw a rd  and eastw ard  d u r in g  the  
dep ress ion  era and d u r in g  W o r ld  
W a re  I I ,  were steeped in  hands- 
on  re lig io n . T h e y  to o k  l i te r a l ly  
the teach ings  o f  Jesus, ( te ) ch a s 
tise  y o u r c h ild re n , h o n o r y o u r  
fa th e r and m o th e r, h o n o r o f  fa 
th e r as head o f  the  fa m ily ,  ta k in g  
care o f  fa m ily ,  dem and obed ience  
o f  y o u r c h ild re n , w o rk  w ith o u t 
ceas ing  fo r  fa m ily  im p ro v e m e n t, 
s tudy  o f  the B ib le , ta k in g  fa m ily  
to  C h u rch  and p ra y , p ra y , p ra y .

N o w  i t  seem s m os t B la c k  
fa m ilie s  have a ss im ila te d  th e m 
se lve s  so in te n s e ly  in to  o th e r 
A n g lo -P ro te s ta n t c u ltu re s  th a t 
these concep ts , a ttitu d e s  and  be 
h a v io rs  m ust be sough t as a l te r 
n a tive s  to m ost o f  the l i f e s ty le s o f  
todays  B la ck  fa m ilie s  and B la c k  
re lia n ce  in e ffe c tiv e  p raye r ceased 
w hen  g randm a and g randpa  d ie d .

A  g rea t num ber o f  B la c k  c h i l 
d ren  have neve r been to  C h u rc h  
and  those  p la c e d  in  “ W h i te ”  
tom es  by “ W h ite ”  agencies w i l l

neve r expe rience  B la ck  C u ltu re , 
n o t to  m e n tio n  the in tense , s in 
c e re , open , u n re s e rv e d , u n re 
hearsed lo ve , tru s t and w o rsh ip  ot 
o u r L o rd  and S a v io r, Jesus C h ris t. 
M o s t o f  these c h ild re n  w i l l  never 
expe rience  the p o w e rfu l prayers 
p rayed  by m en /w om en  (o f  meager 
e d u ca tio n ); Y e t so p o w e rfu l are 
these p raye rs , they m ove na tions , 
changed  b ig o te d  a tt itu d e s , and 
b r in g  tears to the eyes o f  the be
l ie v e r  and n o n -b e lie v e r  a l ik e . 
M os t o f  these A fro -A m e ric a n  c h i l
d ren  w i l l  never be fu l ly  aw are o f  
w h a t they are la c k in g , b u t w i l l  be 
seeking  a lw ays  to  f i l l  the unex
p la in e d  vo id  in th e ir  hearts. These 
l i t t le  ones w i l l  be h inde red  from  
e ffe c tiv e  p rayer because the B lack  
C u ltu ra l focus  is m iss in g  from  

th e ir  liv e s .
We cannot have effective prayer 

unless we are aware o f the things that 
hinder prayer. Prayerlessness, wrong 
motives, lack o f  fa ith , rebellion and 
sin, not abid ing in  God, a ll h inder 
prayer, especially effective prayer. 
Such is the fate o f numbers o f B lack 
fam ilies today; no fa ith , rebellion 
against parental guidance, law , gov
ernment and God; not abiding in God
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because they do not now know the 
God o f our ancestors; the same God 
who brought “ Coloreds out ot sla
very, through effective prayers o f those 
who could neither read nor write. 
B lack fam ilies appear to have fo rgo t
ten how to ask God. We do not have 
because we do not ask! Jesus to ld the 
woman at the w ell, “ I f  you knew the 
g ift o f God, and who it is who says to 
you, “ G ive me a D rink ”  you would 
have asked H im , and He would have 
given you liv in g  water’ John 4:10.

The numerous times Jesus used 
the word “ ask”  in H is teachings are 
p roof o f the divine w il l  to give. What 
w ould a w aiting father th ink i f  we 
refused to ask? The on ly possible 
conclusion is that we are not in ter
ested in sp iritua l progress or else that 
we intend to spum the very W ord o f 
God. I t  is indeed true that we are not 
to  test God (Deut. 6:16), but neither 
are we to spum H im . Get rid  o f pre
tentious p ious attitudes and “ ask 
God” ! We B lack adults must remem
ber never to assume a superficially 
pious attitude toward fam ily  mem
bers who have taken a w rong path. “ Is 
i t  to s ligh t a thing fo r you to try  the 
patience o f men, that you w ill try  the 
patience o f m y God as w e ll? ”  Isa. 
7:12-13.

G od ’ s promises like  H is com
mands are not optional. O ur refusal to 
pray is an a ffron t to a fa ith fu l God, 
who has invited us to ask, seek, and 
knock. “ God is sp irit”  John 4:14, and 
it is He w ho has determined how His 
w orld  w il l  function. There is a sp iri
tual hand w hich never goes w rong; A  
sp iritua l M ind  which always func
tions back o f  the function ing o f this 
w orld. I f  we believe that God is in 
control o f  this w orld , then our effec
tive  prayers w ou ld  secure a “ tranquil 
and qu ie t life  in a ll Godliness and 
d ig n ity ’ 1 T im . 2:2.

Thee is o n ly  one k in d  o f  s p ir i
tua l grea tness tha t q u a lif ie s  as 
greatness indeed. A  l ife  f i l le d  w ith  
The S p ir it  canno t be e m p ty  o f  
p ra y e r . P ra ye rle ssn e ss  is  s in . 
“ M o re o v e r, as fo r  m e, fa r  be i t  
fro m  me th a t I shou ld  s in  aga inst 
the L o rd  by ceasing to p ra y  fo r  
y o u ”  1 Sam. 12:23. The A p o s tle  
P aul was n o t g u ilty  o f  th is  sin: 
N o te  h o w  he p ra y e d  fo r  the  
C hurches: “ u n c e a s in g ly ”  (R om . 
1 :19 ), “ A lw a y s ”  (P h il.  1 :4 ), and 
“ N ig h t and D a y ”  (1 Thess. 3 :1 0 ). 
Jesus’ l i fe  was so p ra y fu l the D is 
c ip le s  w ere  m oved  to ask H im  to 
teach them  to  p ray  (L u k e  11 :1 ). 
P rayerlessness is n eve r encoun-

tc red  in  any o f  the g reat m en/ 
w om en o f  the B ib le . I f  the B lack  
in  o u r co m m u n itie s  canno t pray 
in d iv id u a lly  &  c o lle c t iv e ly  fo r  the 
p re se rva tion  o f  ou r fa m ilie s  and 
the  advancem ent o f  G o d ’ s K in g 
d o m , we canno t expec t o u r e ffo rts  
to  be e ffe c tiv e  in  rescu ing  tha t 
fa m ily  w ho  uses drugs, steals, 
p rac tices  i l l i c i t  sexual acts, m u r
ders  rapes and c o m m its  o th e r 
a tro c it ie s  aga ins t us and o the r 
B la c k  F a m ilie s . I f  we w i l l  no t 
b rin g s  ourse lves back to o u r roo ts 
and pray we w i l l  never be e ffe c 
t iv e  in  d ra w in g  men, fa m ily  m em 
bers , c h ild re n , b ro th e rs /s is te rs  
nearer to G od and sa lva tio n .

Ask God, through effective prayer 
which is the on ly alternative ava il
able fo r the survival o f  the A fro - 
American fam ily  unit and is the only 
a lternative w hich enemies cannot 
subdue. Against prayer, those who 
w ould destroy us, have no weapons. It 
is imperative that a ll o f  us (B lack, 
Colored, A fro-Am erican, Negro) re
mem berthat prayerlessness is deadly.

A Healing 
Service

O n Sunday, January 9, 1993 
at 5 :00  P .M , T r in ity  ep iscopa l 
C a thedra l w i l l  o f fe r  a ce leb ra tion  
o f  Evensong and S erv ice  o f  H ea l
ing  fo r  those l iv in g  w ith  H IV  d is 
ease, th e ir  p a rtn e rs , spouses, 
fa m ilie s , fr iends , careg ive rs , m in 
is te rs , socia l serv ice  p ro v id e rs , 
the bereaved and any others w ho 
w ish  to p a rtic ip a te . T r in ity  P a r
ish , the C a thedra l o f  the E p isco 
pa l D iocese o f  O regon, is jo in e d  
at these services by the D iocesan 
H IV /A id s  C o m m is s io n .  T h e  
h o m ilis t fo r January 9 th  w i l l  be 
The R t. Rev. W ill ia m  S p o ffo rd , 
re tire d  B ishop o f  O regon.

W e w ant to  em phasize tha t 
a ll are w e lcom e to  a ttend reg a rd 
less o f  th e ir chu rch  a f f i l ia t io n .  
The services w i l l  con tinue  on the 
second Sunday o f  each m onth .

T r in ity  E p iscopa l C a thed ra l 
is  loca ted  on the co rne r o f  N .W . 
19th and E v e re tt S treets (T he  
chu rch  w ith  the  red  doors) and is 
served by several bus lines. The 
church  is  co m p le te ly  accessib le 
to  the  p h y s ic a lly  cha llenged .

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

THE

“Serving The Lord 
With Gladness”

Psalm 100:2

Sunday School 10am 
Morning Worship 11:05 

Mid Week:
Prayer & Bible Study 7pm 
Rev. G.L. Black I Pastor 

3703 N. Williams Ave. 
(503) 281-8117 Portland, 

OR 97227 Rev. and Mrs. G.L. Black I

MT. OLIVET 
BABTIST CHURCH

Has moved Sunday services to 
Family Life Center,
8725 N. Chautauqua Blvd.,
at Willis Blvd.

Worship Services 8:00am & 11:00am,
Church School 9:30 to 10:30 am,
Bible Study, Wednesdays, 116 NE Schuyler, 10:30am <fe 7:00pm 
Radio Ministry each Sunday, 8:00am on KBMS

A Teaching Church With A Reaching Ministry
Dr. James E. Martin, Senior Pastor

Church Office 116 NE Schuyler St. • (503) 284-1954

C H U R C H  OF C H R IS !
3 9 0 8 O  R Y

Bible Study
9:30 am
Morning Worship 
10:45 am
Men's Training Leadership

Women's Bible Class 
5:00 pm
Evening Worship 6:00 pm 
Wednesday prayer meeting 
and Bible study 
7:00 pm

288-1092

Restoring New Testament Christianity

DIABETIC FOOT STUDY
Portland Diabetes & Endocrine Associates
are accepting diabetic patients with foot ulcers 
for participation in a Phase III clinical study of an 
investigational wound-healing drug.
If you are eligible to be in the study, you will 
receive study-related treatment at no charge. 
You must have diabetes and an ulcer on.lhe 
bottom Of your foot.

For more information, call

(503) 274-4818

©7/z Offemjrp of
Nona S. Burton

B o rn : M a rch  3, 1920 
Paris, Texas

Passed A w a y : December 27, 1993 
P o rtla n d , O regon

Nona S. Burton was bom  on 
March 3, 1920 in Paris, Texas, she 
departed th is w o rld  on December 
27, 1993, in  Portland Oregon. She 
attended G ibbon H igh  School, and 
became a N u tritio n is t there, she also 
worked at the Oregon Shipyard. 
When she firs t came to Portland, she 
was a member o f M o rn ing  Star Bap
tis t Church, mrs. N ona S. Burton 
was married to Edgar Ross Burton 
fo r 34 years. He preceded her in 
death in 1978. She leaves to mourn 
daughter, H elen Joyce B u rto n ; 
Buford L . Burton; daughter, A udrey 
Fae B urton; son, Edgar R. B urton, 
Jr.: son, Eddie Frank Burton; daugh
ter, G rise ld ia  M aria  B urton; sister, 
L i l ia n  T h o m a s ; b ro th e r , John 
Edwards; 13 grandchildren and 8 
great grandchildren.
NONA’S FAVORITE PASSAGES

I ’ l l  te ll you the tru th , i f  you have 
fa ith  as small as a mustard seed, you 
can say to the mountain, M ove from  
here to there and it  w il l  move. N oth
ing w il l  be impossible fo r you.-M at-

thew 17:20
I te ll you the truth, unless you 

change and become like  little  c h il
dren, you w il l  never enter the K in g 
dom o f  heaven.-Matthew 18:3

The W ord became flesh and 
made his dw e lling  among us. We 
have seen H is g lo ry. The g lo ry  o f  the 
one and only who came from the Father 
fu ll o f Grace and truth. -John 1:14

Ciiuxcii
103 NE Morris St., Portland, OR 97212

■ Sunday School -9:30am 
’ Sunday Morning Wor

ship Service - 11:00am
■ Sunday School Teacher's 

Meeting Tues - 6:30pm
> Bible Study Wednesday - 

6:00pm
- Prayer Meeting 

Wednesday - 7:00pm

Church Phone Number 
287-7457 Dr. Joe S. Hardie, Pastor

We Invite You To Come And Worship With Us.
The Church Where Everybody is Somebody And Christ 

Is All.

M allory  Avenue 
Christian Church

"Com« to me oil you mho or« 
weary and heavy laden and I 
mill give you rest."

9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Morning Worship 
7:30p n Tuesday Bible Study

and Prayer

Inter-racial Congregation Denise Bell
126 N6 Alberto Portlond, OR 97211 (503) 288-51 73

8TH ANNUAL TRIBUTE TO

Dr.

Martin 
Luther 

King, Jr.
AND

REVEREND JOHN W. GARLINGTON, JR.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 6 ,  1 9 9 4

3 : 0 0  P .M .

MARANATHA CHURCH 
4 2 2 2  NE 12T H  AVENUE 
PORTLAND, OREGON 9 7 2 1 1  
REV . EMMETT WHEATFALL, PASTOR

M U SIC

SPEAKERS

DRAMA

L
FOR MORE INFORM ATION PLEA SE CONTACT R E V .JO H N  PARKER AT 

( 5 0 3 )  2 0 4 - 7 5 6 3  OR MARANATHA CHURCH ( 5 0 3 )  2 8 8 - 7 2 4 1

F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

Family Owned a n d  Operated Since 1954 Serving  

the City o f P ortlandfor over 37 years In  your 

hour o f need Vann & Vann are there to serve.

503/281-2836
5211 N. Williams Portland, OR 97217

L ^lauí ¿Missionary 
^Baptist (Ctjnrclj

8101 N. Fiske Avenue ® Portland Oregon 97203
Church Phone: 289-0147 

Sunday Service
10:45

Sunday School
9 :3 0

Bible Study
6 :00

Evening Service
7:00pm

Study Phone: 2L 3-1311

Pastor. Re l.tmnsC I l.m ikncr


