
D ecember 22, 1993 • T he Portland O bserver

A I t  e n a t i v e s Ration 0Ï Islam
by M. Isaacs

Bible study is as necessary for the 
growing Christian as food is for the 
sustaining o f bodily functions. Un­
derstanding the Bible leads to the 
understanding o f human nature, 
which in turn, leads to the develop­
ment o f hopeful, compassionate, 
humble, unselfish, loving citizens.

People portrayed in the Bible were 
not w ithout flaws. They were disobe­
dient, unfa ithful, hard-hearted, un­
believing, rebellious, carnal, pride­
ful, manipulative andcovctous. Adam 
and Eve, liv ing  in an ideal setting, 
carefree and loved o f God, jeopar­
dized all by disobedience to a direct 
command from their Creator. Conse­
quences o f their actions were lar- 
rcaching and deadly, (Genesis Ch. 3). 
Abram and Sarai lost laith in God s 
promise and attempted to hurry 
God’s plan to raise nations through
Abram's seed. W c see the effects o f 
their actions to this day as brothers 
war against brothers in the middle 
east countries (Genesis Ch. 16). Wc, 
through study o f the Bible, find that 
God’ s promises are true. The infin ite 
strength o f God, the undying love ol 
God is available to mankind despite

man’s lim itations and frailties, (Gen­

esis Ch. 21).
A  stronger faith, a faith close to 

reality, comes from adccpknowledge 
and dependent' y on God and H i s prom­
ises. Eitch encounter w ith God through 
study o f His Word (the Bible) deepens 
the measure o f faith given each o f us 
as a g ift, undeserved and unearned.

We have established our rules 
and found that they have no e ffec t 
on socie ty; they do not deter un­
acceptable behav io r nor enhance 
the character o f man. We have 
established punishm ents, w h ich  
governm ental systems have fa iled  
to app ly equally  to a ll c itizens. 
Man has set h im s e lf up as his own 
God; ru le r o f l i fe  and death, free 
s p ir it w itho u t boundaries, amoral 
w ith  u n lim ite d  c iv i l  r igh ts . From 
th is  a ttitu d in a l p o s itio n  ( I am 
God) comes outw ard  chaos; de­
s truction  o f  human beings from  
womb to o ld age. A l l  our cl fo rts , 
o rig in a tin g  from  our feeble men­
tal powers, have fa iled  as is e v i­
denced by the self-destructiveness 
o f  our present society. Have we 
decayed so in body and s p ir it that
we cannot now choose another

alternative course? Since God’s Word 
teaches that God has the ability to 
bring good out of evil...why not try 
God and His promises for a better 
people, a better world?

The Bible tell us God is greater 
than the fear which now riddles our 
neighborhoods. I f  this be true or not 
true, we cannot know, unless we study 
His Word and apply His remedies and 
see the results for ourselves. What 
man w ill not reach out for a lifejacket 
when he is drowning? Are we such 
fools, in our worldly wisdom, to choose 
violent death, when a way is open 
through mere study which w ill allow 
us to find out for certain i f  God’s W ill 
(for mankind) is good,acceptable and 
perfect? Anyone alive today w ith  a 
mind capable o f thinking, be he Chris­
tian or non-believer, cannot deny that 
we live in a violent, destructive un­
caring society and changes must be
made i f  we intend to survive. There­
fore, let us, believer and non-believer, 
research the Word o f God, The Bible, 
learn and apply His cures for the evil 
in our lives, then wait upon the re­
sults. It couldn’ t hurt and it might 
help restore safety, peace and har­
mony to our neighborhoods. Try God!

“ The stone which the builders 
rejected is become the head o f the 
corner: this was the lo rd ’s doing, and 
it is marvelous in our eyes?”  Mark 
12:10, II

In this day and time, mostly be­
cause o f the teachings o f the Hon. 
Elijah Muhammad, scripture readers 
should be able to sec God’s hand 
concerning black peoples 436 year 
Sojourn in North America. And this 
enlightmcnt in perception ol'lhc times 
through scripture produces a more 
logical vie w o f the figure named Jesus. 
The scholars who interpreted the Bible 
saw Jesus o f two thousand years ago 
as the Christ. How they saw Jesus 
influenced how they worded the scrip­
ture events concerning the establish­
ment o f God’s kingdom. To illustrate 
my point further consider this - The 
Bible talks about the death o f Jesus 
and his return. We arc not taught that 
he is to come back twice. He is to 
return only once. But we are taught 
that when he returns he w ill establish 
the kingdom o f God. W ell, according 
to Matthew, Mark, Luke and He­
brews he did return. But the kingdom 
has not yet come. Is the kingdom 
2,000 years late? Since God docs ev­
erything right and exact 1 would say

that the scholars in their lack o f un­
derstanding o f scripture made a m is­
take. This is a bold assertion. But in 
my opinion the scholars failed to take 
into consideration why divine w rit­
ings arc called scripture. Scripture is just 
what the name implies-script. A script is 
written before the actual happening.

Forcxamplc.ThcBiblcand Holy 
Quran, written before this lime, talks 
about, clearly, the calamities and 
plagues that the planet and its people 
arc experiencing now in this day and 
lime. So is it belter to believe that 
Christ is a title  for a man that w ill be 
apointed to crush the wicked in the 
last days, or is it better to believe that 
a 2,000 year old man is s till alive in 
the sky somewhere? This is a worthy 
question. “ You have believed false 
ideas and concepts.”  McRen ‘ Shock 
O f The Hour”  new album release.

In the beginning o f this article I 
quoted the book o f Mark where it 
mentions a rejected stone that God 
made the head o f the comer. The 
rejected stone is the rejected black 
people in America who gave birth to 
a divine leader, teacher and guide, 
The Hon. Elijah Muhammad. Why is 
it so hard to get the masses o f blacks 
in America to see the Hon. Elijah

Muhammad and the Hon. Louis Far- 
rakhan in the right perspective? Two
verscsofthcBiblecometom ind- He
came to his own and his own received 
him not.”  and “ My people are de­
stroyed for lack o f knowledge.”  There 
is much talk-good and bad - going on 
these days about the ending o f the 
world that we now live in. Study 
Elijah Muhammad and Louis Farra-
khan, God w illing, you w ill be blessed
to understand that as God raised up 
Moses and Aaron (two slaves) to free 
their people and raised up Jesus for 
the lost sheep then Paul helped Jesus 
in the mission then God must be 
interested in us. But the only d iffe r­
ence is that this is the end o f Satan’s 
rule. So the one God w ill raise now 
w ill wipe evil out completely by God’s 
wisdom and power. We call this one 
Christ. I f  you believe that we are in 
God’ s divine plan o f salvation. Then 
you also believe that we w ill one day 
come together and do for ourselves. 
Then why not act in accordance with 
what you believe and support your 
own now? When ever you see a black 
newspaper, stone or restaurant 
supporth)0*0*0*! More next time, 
God w illing . I am your brother Elijah 
X=Ghetto Rise.
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Has moved Sunday services to 
Family Life Center,
8725 N. Chautauqua Blvd.,
at Willis Blvd.

Worship Services 8:00am & 11:00am,
Church School 9:30 to 10:30 am,
Bible Study, Wednesdays, 116 NE Schuyler, 10:30am & 7:00pm 
Radio Ministry each Sunday, 8:00am on KBMS

A Teaching Church With A Reaching Ministry
Dr. James E. Martin, Senior Pastor

Church Office 116 NE Schuyler St. • (503) 284-1954

Sunday School -9:30am 
Sunday Morning Wor­
ship Service - 11:00am 
Sunday School Teacher's 
Meeting Tues - 6:30pm 
Bible Study Wednesday - 
6:00pm
Prayer Meeting 
Wednesday - 7:00pm
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Church Phone Number 
287-7457 Dr. Joe S. Hardie, Pastor
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8101 N. Fiske Avenue ® Portland Oregon 97203
Church Phone: 289-0147

Sunday Service

10:45
Sunday School

9:30

We Invite You To Come And Worship With Us.
The Church Where Everybody is Somebody And Christ 

Is All.

l

Bible Study

6:00
Evening Service

7:00pm

Study Phone: 2L 9-1911

Pastor. Rc. JamnsC P. raulkncr

M allo ry  Avenue 
Christian Church

"Come to me oil you mho orc 
weary and heavy laden and I 
will give you rest.”

9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Morning Worship 
7:30pm Tuesday Bible Study

and Prayer

DIABETIC FOOT STUDY
Inter-racia l C ongregation  Denise Bell

126 N€ Alberta Portland, OR 97211 (503) 288-5173

Join A R ichly Diverse Parish Family 
As We Celebrate The 

Birth of Our Saviour Jesus Christ At:
St. Philip The Deacon Episcopal 

Church
120 NE Knott Street At Rodney Avenue 

Christmas Eve: 8:30 pm.
Holy Communion Christmas Day: 10am.

Holy Communion Sunday, December 26th
Holy Communion at 8 and 10am.
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Bible Study
9:30 am
Morning Worship 
10:45 am
Men's Training Leadership

Women's Bible Class 
5:00 pm
Evening Worship 6:00 pm 
Wednesday prayer meeting 
and Bible study 
7:00 pm

288-1092

Portland Diabetes & Endocrine Associates
are accepting diabetic patients with foot ulcers 
for participation in a Phase III clinical study of an 
investigational wound-healing drug.
If you are eligible to be in the study, you will 
receive study-related treatment at no charge. 
You must have diabetes and an ulcer on the 
bottom of your foot.

For more information, call

(503) 274-4818

f u n e r a l  d i r e c t o r s

Family Owned and Operated Since 1954 Serving 

the City of Portland fo r over 37 years In your 

hour o f need Vann & Vann are there to serve.

503/281-2836
5211 N. Williams Portland, OR 97217
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“W O R L D S P S Y C H I C ”

Reader and Adviser from Memphis, Tennessee can help you no matter 
what your problems arc. Are you Suffering? Arc you Sick? Do you have 

Evil and Bad Luck all around you? Arc you Having Troubles in your 
Love L ife, in your Home? Mrs. Sloane Guarantees To Help. No matter 

what what your problems arc. Call her at
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JANUARY
Portland Boat Show
Al Brood Dog Show 2023
NW Agrtcuitirn Show 2527
Hace Saw & Swap Moo< 29

z A \ Many Show« 
Serviced by 

TRI-MET
TRI-MET CALL: 248-5144

i l l  I I M »» l » I I I  •••
A  EXPOSITION CENTER •  
A * 2060 N Manne Orive e  

Exit 306 Bott 1-5 
(503)248 5144 •
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Restoring New Testament Christianity

Health Screening For Seniors
Legacy Visiting Nurse Associa- munily centers located throughout the 

tion is offering during January Health Portland m etropolitan area. The 
Screenings for adults 55 and older, screening team includes registered 
The free screenings may include gen- nurses, respiratory therapists, podia- 
eral physical assessment, nutrition trists, dentists, pharmacists, medical 
testing, blood pressure check, foot laboratory technologists, ophthal- 
care evaluation, dental check, medi- mologists and dietitians. For more 
cation review, pulmonary functions, information about the Senior Health 
cancer education, and vision, glau- Screening program and dates and 
coma, and hearing tests. Blood tests locations o f future screenings, call 
arc optional at a $5 fee. Appoint- 225-6300.
ments are necessary and may be made Legacy Visiting Nurse assoc ia- 
by calling the fo llow ing screening tion is a member o f Legacy Health 
silgg. System, which also includes Eman-

Jan 28; The Heritage at Mt. Hood; uel Hospital &  Health Center, Good 
25200SEStark,Grcsham;665-4300; Samaritan Hospital &  Medical Ccn- 
9 a.m. - noon. ter, Holladay Park Medical Center,

Legacy V N A ’ s Senior Health Meridian Park Hospital, Mount Hood 
Screening program conducts 25 Medical Center,andCareMark/Man- 
scrcenings a year at senior and com- aged Healthcare Northwest PPO.
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