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M a rk s
by Mattie Ann C aluer-Spears

It was a beautifully quiet, sunny 
day. You could see the mountains, in the 
distance. There wasn’t a cloud in the 
sky.

All of a sudden! A car came careen­
ing around the comer. People were 
yalling and scattering. The car was out of 
control.

As the car passed, you could see the 
driver trying so hard to control the ve­
hicle -  but, he couldn’t.

Just as the car was about to reach 
this busy intersection with many unsus­
pecting motorist traveling by, the driver 
pulled the emergency brakes. There was 
a park to his left and acurb to hurdle over 
or a parking lot full of vehicles and 
people to his right. Not only was his life 
in jeopardy; but, the lives of other people 
he never knew..

Choices. What should he do?
The vehicle’s emergency brakes 

locked-in and the tires left skid marks for 
over seven hundred feet. From the place 
the brakes took-over to the place where 
the car had come to its rest, you could see

long, deep, dark skid marks on the dry 
pavement and into the grass.

The driver leaned over the steering 
wheel and let out a sigh of relief. The 
hazardous journey was over. Finally!

1 told this story to illustrate how 
some people’s souls are redeemed. For 
some of us, it was an easy task for the 
Lord to say, “Enough! 1 have need of 
you.” You dropped everything like Pe­
ter, the big fisherman, and followed 
Christ. And you are still following Him 
until this day.

However, there are those of us 
whose lives were totally out of control. 
Here was a person who not only was 
endangering his/her life but the lives of 
everybody around them. Then -  one day, 
this person heard about the saving power 
of Jesus Christ. A saga about how the 
saving powers of Jesus could turn a life 
around and all the old wrongs would be 
washed clean and eradicated. And with 
the blood of someone else. How could 
this b e?

Asking questions but not waiting 
for the answers.

Wanting to know and not wanting 
to know at the same time.

Confusion!
Satan.
When you first hear these truths, it 

didn’t make any sense at all. If it hadn’t 
been for the intervention of the Holy 
Spirit speaking through the saints, “Oh 
where would we be?”

O souls nearest destruction, take 
heed! Jesus is coming! Get ready!

There arc a lot of young people, out 
on the streets today, who feel like be­
cause of their age, they have a lot o f time 
to do whatever it is that they want; and 
then, they will consider becoming a 
Christian.

The young Minister Lonnie Hosley, 
director of Heaven Bound Gospel Choir, 
stood flat-footed, drenched with perspi­
ration and high on the Holy Spirit as he 
admonished the young people in the 
audience with these words, “What are 
you waiting for? Don’t you know that 
tomorrow is not promised to you? I have 
seen destruction among the young 
people. I personally witnessed how fleet-

ing life is. It really is like a vapor. Here 
one minute and gone the next. Persons 
whose ages range from 24 - 35 years old 
are under fire by the enemy, the devil. 
And rather or not you want to believe it, 
there really is a hell. All the good-times 
in the world are not worth an eternity in 
hell. Let the Holy spirit deliver you from 
the bondage of the world. Don’t wait! 
Let the Lord deliver you out of your 
misery right now!”

He kept using that word deliver. As
many in the audience found.....there are
many, many other areas, in our Christian 
walk that acts as hindrances. It may even 
be people in our families who are pulling 
us down and holding us back from what 
it is that God wants us to do. This makes 
a lot-o depressed Christians.

“Only Jesus can deliver you out of 
your situation”, his words rang out 
tlirough the building.

As the saints gathered around all 
those who had come to the alter for 
prayer, the Holy Spirit began its work.

I watched, prayerfully, as a young 
woman stood for prayer, with her hands

partially raised. Wanting to submit and 
being restrained by the demon of fear. 
Skid marks!

Some people are in prison, right 
now, because they were out of control 
and the Lord was trying to speak to them 
and they couldn’t make any time for him. 
Now they have all the time in the world. 
Skid marks!

People are in hospitals because of 
an illness or a near fatal accident. Before 
—they have no other choice. Skid marks!

W hy does it have to be this way? 
W hy can’t people just let go o f the 
world and let G od have his way in 
their lives?

By the time they get around to sub­
mitting, they are all frazzled, bleeding 
and broken. God gets the left-overs.

They should flee sin as hard as they 
are fleeing the redemptive powers of 
Jesus Christ. And -  they will find that 
their rewards are much better.

“Christ tells us, in the fifteenth chap­
ter o f St. John, “If the world hates you, 
remember that it hated me first. If you 
belonged to the world, then it would love 
you as it loves its own. But I have chosen 
you out of the world. So you don’t be­

long to it. That is why the world hates 
you. Remember what I have lold you; A 
servant Ls not greater than his master. If 
people did wrong to me, they will do 
wrong to you, too. And if they obeyed my 
teachings, they will obey yours, too., 
[verses 18-20 TEB|

The pull of the world is great but 
God’s Power is

Greater.
When you feel the tug of the Holy 

Spirit, come willingly, don t come kick­
ing and screaming, dragging your feet 
and leaving skid marks. Just come! just 
as you are.

Come unto Jesus
A1 ye that labor
All who are weary worn an defiled.
Give Him your burdens
Seek now His favor,
Tell Him your sorrows,
In Him confide.
He satisfies.
O will you let Him in your heart 

abide?
H e’ll keep your soul,
Whatever betide.
Won’t you try Jesus?
He satisfies.
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Christian Church

b m e  to me all you who o re  
ea ry  a n d  heavy  lad en  an d  I 
till g ive you rest."

:45am Sunday School 
1:00am Morning UUorship 
:30pm Tuesday Bible Study

and Prayer

Inter-racial Congregation Denise Rell
126 N€ Alberto Portlond, OR 97211 (503) 288-5173

M T . O L I V E T
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Has moved Sunday services to

Family Life Center,
8725 N. Chautauqua Blvd.,
at Willis Blvd.

Worship Services 8:00am & 11:00am,
Church School 9:30 to 10:30 am,
Bible Study, Wednesdays, 116 NE Schuyler. 10:30am & 7:00pm 
Radio Ministry each Sunday, 8 (Kinin on KBMS

A Teaching Church H'ilh A Reaching Ministry 
Dr. James E. Martin, Senior Pastor

Church O ffice 116 NE Schuyler St. • (503) 284-1954
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8101 N. Fiske Avenue ® Portland Oregon 97203
Church Phone: 289-0147 

Sunday Service
10:45

Sunday School
9:30

Bible Study
6:00

Evening Service
7:00pm

Study Phone: 289-1911
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Bible Study
9:30 am
Morning Worship 
10:45 am
Men's Training Leadership

Women's Bible Class
5:00 pm
Evening Worship 6:00 pm

Wednesday prayer meeting 
and Bible study 
7:00 pm

288-1092
Restoring New Testament Christianity

The Honorable Louis Farrakhan is 
doing a wonderful and inspiring job of 
spreading the teachings of his teacher, 
The Most Honored Elijah Muhammad. 
Furthermore he is the best, in my estima­
tion, in guiding people to understand his 
teacher better. I was bom under the teach­
ings of The Most Honored Elijah Mu­
hammad, and at the age of 141 began to 
read his books, namely: Fall O f America, 
M essage T o  T he B lack M an , O u r 
S av iou r H as A rrived , and How to 
E a t T o Live (books 1 a n d  2). T hen  
I le a rn e d  o f  B ro th e r  F a rra k h a n  in 
1985; by  s tu d y in g  th is  b ro th e r  I 
am  b e tte r ab le to ex p lo re  the te a c h ­
in g s o f  h is  te a c h e r . T h is  is s im i­
la r to  Je su s  in the  B ib le  fo r he 
n e e d e d  d is c ip le s .  “ W isd o m  is 
kn o w n  o f  its  c h i ld r e n .” W ere  it 
n o t f o r P a u l ,  Je su s  w ou ld  n o th a v e  
been  know n  in the  w o rld . S tudy  it 
fo r  y o u rse lf  in the N ew  T e s ta ­
m en t.

The best way to demonstrate any 
truth is to live by its principles, but 
above that is the more you understand 
its principles the m ore it is assured 
that you will not turn hypocrite from 
la c k  o f  u n d e r s ta n d in g . M in . 
Farrakhan tells us that, “ Many praised 
the econom ic program o f the Elijah 
M uham m ad but d idn 't quite agree 
with his philosophy.” So true!! Many 
so-called leaders and form er believ­
ers in the Hon. Elijah M uham m ad 
give much love to the acquiring of 
farms, grocery stores, newspapers,
places o f  w orship and m ore.....But
have a bad understanding (dislike) of

his teachings on G od, The Devil, The 
O riginal Man and The Judgm ent o f 
this world. This is just a case o f  liking 
the apple that the tree produces but 
not being able to grasp the tree its self. 
This grasping, we hope, will com e in 
time. This is one o f the reasons why 
Min. Farrakhan gives us study guides. 
W hich are presently 18 in number.

“How we pcrcei ve reality is based 
upon the condition o f  our heart and 
m ind and the quality o f our faith. No 
child perceives realities properly, be­
cause o f die imm ature state o f  the 
developm ent o f its senses, through 
which objects are perceived. As the 
senses arc developed, our perception 
is developed with them. As spiritual 
children, our perception of the teach­
in g s  o f  th e  H o n o re d  E lija h  
M uham m ad is reflected in our lim ­
ited use o f our senses’’ , Study G uide 
12. So we will continue to listen to 
this m odem  Paul, the Honored Elijah 
Muhammad. Mali G. said, “People 
don't understand the young brothas 
these days. Society wants to play the 
chief in com m and and we run behind. 
As soon as we stop killing ourselves 
m aybe it will be easier to evolve and 
do w hat's right for our Nation. Every­
thing here is G ods' everything made, 
created, or invented belongs to a l­
mighty God A llah.” So brothas please 
listen to the Hon. Louis Farrakhan. 
May he guide you on the right path of 
true freedom , equity and peace. Mali 
G. is a rapper from Portland, Oregon. 
Thank you for reading this, I am your 
brother Elijah X. G hetto Rise (tm).
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103 NE Morris St., Portland, OR 97212

• Sunday School - 9:30 am
• Sunday Morning Wor 

ship Service -1 1 :00 am
• Sunday School 

Teacher's Meeting Tues 
day - 6:30 pm

• Bible Study Wednesday - 
6:00 pm

• Prayer Meeting Wednes 
day - 7:00 pm

CHURCH PHONE NUMBER 
287-7457

Dr. Joe S. Hardie, Pastor

We Invite You To Come And Worship With Us.
The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody And Christ 

Is All.

Va n n  &  Vann
F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

Family Owned and  Operated Since 1954 Serving 

the City o f P ortlandfor over 37 years In your 

hour o f need Vann & Vann are there to setve.

503/281-2836
5211 N. Williams Portland, OR 97217

hl.uk

