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R E L I G I O N
T h e M a rk  O f A  W in n e r

by M attie A nn C allier-Spears
W hen my children were young, I 

introduced them to different ac tiv i­
ties. O ne such activity was track & 
field. T heir participation in this port 
w hich kep t them tired and breathless, 
had proven to be a sermon to m e as 
well as an activity to bum  up som e o f 
their unharnessed energy.

I soon becam e the “ track M om ” 
to  a ll th e  o th e r  y o u n g s te rs .  A 
participan t’s age could range from  
three to eighteen years old. And later 
on, I found out that there was an over- 
the-hill ca teg o ry .T h a tm ean t-a s  long 
as you had the stam ina, the w ind and 
the desire to  participate, you could 
en ter an even ttha t required you to  run, 
jum p or throw.

Every sanctioned m eet required a 
registration fee per event. Before your 
nam e was added to the rooster and you 
w ere given a lane assignm ent o r a 
position on the field line-up, you had 
to have a stamped receipt show ing 
that you had paid for each event.

A contestant entered an event 
w ith other contestants o f  the sam e 
age. 1 can rem em ber when the N ation­
als was held at Mt. Hood Com m unity

C ollege’s track. My son, Ulf, had 
clearly won his event but the officials 
felt that he was older than the other 
contestants, because he was so tall. 
They held up the awards presentation 
until they could verify his age. The 
verification was his mother. Me. O th­
ers, who knew Ulf Hansson, were 
confident and cheering; while, the 
other parents and their children, who 
had run against him , were waiting 
with baited breath for the officials’ 
decision.

As my children trained, during 
each race I yelled, “Keep your eyes on 
the finish-line! Run against the clock! 
D on’t look around!”

It is very hard to win a race w hile 
you are looking to see where your 
opponent is located.

“Stay in your lane! Keep your 
eyes on that tape! Run all the way 
through! D on’t slow down! Even if 
you are not first, keep running until 
you cross the finish line.” These were 
a  few o f  the instructions runners re­
ceived from their coach. The coach 
w ould repeat these words over and 
over again until the runners could do 
them autom atically.

W hat is your goal?
During training, an athlete had to 

keep him and herself physically and 
morally fit. A sound diet that w as high 
in protein, lots of juices and green 
vegetables cam e highly recommended 
before an enduring perform ance.

I can rem em ber that many of the 
children on our team were from low 
income fam ilies and they d idn ’t nec­
essarily have all the items that were 
included on the lists of foods from 
which they w ere to choose their w in­
ning m cal...So~thcy made-do with 
what they had.

These kids, the Albina Roadrun- 
ners, ran with a purpose and a deter­
m ination that none o f  the other kids, 
with the expensive sweat suits and the 
expensive track shoes, had.

This legendary coach, Phillip 
W alden, had planted into their minds, 
a  thought that chanted, “You can do 
it! Y oucando it! You can win! N oone 
can beat you!”

No m atter how this team  may 
have looked in their over-sized, mis­
matched, too tight, basketball jerseys, 
faded, pygmy appearance uniforms— 
when the gun was raised, they blew

everyone off the track, an d -lh ey  loved 
a good celebration.

Do you see where 1 am going with 
this story?

God does not care what our cloth­
ing looks like or how much they cost 
or whether or not we have a gold card. 
All He wants to know is, “ Are you 
available? W ill you finish the race or 
will you quit? W ill you go where I send 
you or will you fuss and kick? Will you 
waste valuable tim e com plaining or 
will you be willing to receive instruc­
tions?”

In Paul’s letter to the church of 
Philippi [Phillipians 3:14], he states, 
“I do not m ean that I am already as 
God wants me to be. I have not yet 
reached that goal. But 1 continue try­
ing to reach it and to make it mine. 
Christ w ants me to do that. T hat is the 
reason C hrist made me His. Brothers, 
1 know that I have not yet reached that 
goal. B ut there is one thing I always 
do: I forget the things that are past 
(D on’t look back). I try hard as I can 
to reach the goal that is before me. 1 
keep trying to  reach the goal and get 
the prize. That prize is mine because 
God called me through C hrist to the

lifeabove.” [TEB-The Everyday Bible 
translation].

The prize that Christian Believ­
ers are striving towards is - ju s t to 
behold his face. B u t-th e  scriptures 
says that Christ has laid up for us 
(Christians) treasures in heaven. We 
have this hope because of this faith 
and love we received from the Good 
News and we understood the truth 
about the grace of God.

Each and every day, we press 
tow ards the mark by preaching Christ 
to everyone. We must let everyone 
know that God is our only hope for 
glory. W e must leave the comfort o f 
our hom es and reach-out and touch 
others with G od’s word and G od’s 
love and truth. W e m ust let them know 
that there is hope for them in this 
world. Today. Right now.

There are a many people, out in 
the world, talking about Je su s -b u t-  
they are not living for Jesus. Their 
lifestyles are a  contradiction to what 
they are saying. Even the scripture 
warns us that not everyone who says 
“Lord, Lord,”  will enter the kingdom 
o f heaven. These people will be chas­
tised by God Himself for misleading

others. We m ust preach the truth and 
nothing but the truth so help us God.

The Bible is very specific about 
the rules and regulations that we must 
follow in order for us to be found 
worthy.

Just as the track coach would 
challengeand instruct his rag-tag lot... 
The Holy Spirit is challenging and 
instructing us, right now.

We are in a real race. A race for 
life everlasting. This race is not to the 
swift but to the one who can endure 
until the end.

This is the most im portant cha l­
lenge you will ever have.

And the mark of a w inner is that 
you will find him/her pressing daily. 
N ot just sometimes: but, on a daily 
basis. Not just when he or she feels like 
it or when it isconvcniem . B u t-p re ss ­
ing towards the ultimate prize. Praise 
God!

You know how the announcers 
say, “ ...and the w inner is...?” W e ll-  
the announcer will be G od and His 
words will be "M y child. W ell done! 
Y ou’ve been a good and faithful ser­
v a n t Enter and accept your rew ard.”

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Interested In The
Adventist Church

or
Been Away And Want 

To Come Back?
Informal groups being arranged 

in your
neighborhood. Individual 

questions welcome

Call 287-7649 or 
287-3135
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M allo ry  Avenue 
Christian Church
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N ovem ber 12 ,1993
Bethel Arne Church, 5828 NE 8th Avenue 

Begins A t 7:00 PM
Bethel African M ethedist Episcopal Church will celebrate its 104th 

church anniversary. The program  will include choral m usic, a musical 
dram a entitled “ 12 Keys to G od's Resources” and recognition o f Bethel's 
“Ordinary People”.
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L01 N. Fiske Avenue • Portland Oregon 97203
irch Phone: 289-0147 Study Phone: 289-1911

Sunday Service
10:45

Sunday School
9:30

Bible Study
6:00

Evening Service
7:00pm

Pastor. Re. JamesC.E. Faulkner

»me: Whatever your going to do for the Lore, do it now.
I Peter iv .ll

ANNOUNCEMENT
Arc you the African American m other o f an African American son or 

the wife o f an African American m an? At tim es, docs it seem that you just 
can’t understand where they arc com ing from or why they som etim es appear 
to be heading in an opposite direction? You can receive answers to such 
questions and more at a w orkshop entitled. The Gathering - an in-house 
workshop for African Am erican women regarding African American 

m ales.”
The workshop will take place Novem ber 13,1993 at Mallory Avenue 

Christian Church at 8:30am until 1pm. Space is lim ited so hurry by pre- 
registering. C ost o f w orkshop is $20. The workshop will be conducted by 
G riot Nyewusi Askari and will include a mix o f D rum m ing, Blues and 
Storytelling, as well as total audience participation. So bring your spirit and 
your questions and be inspired.

For pre-registration and more inform ation, call 288-3370.
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V irgene Barber w as born in 
C om m erce, T exas to D avid and 
Ernestine Roberts. She was the e l­
dest o f fourchildren from thisunion.

She m arried Billy M. Ladd and 
to this union two 
sons w ere bom ,
Billy andG ary. In 
1 9 5 4 ,she moved 
to Portland seek­
ing a better life 
for her fam ily in 
the N orth . She 
worked at the B o­
hem ian R e sta u ­
rant for over ten 
years as a caterer 
until she retired 
to start her own 
d o m e s tic  b u s i­
ness.

In 1957 V ir-g e n e  m arried  
V el-m a r B a rb e r  and  g av e  b irth  
to  th e ir  y o u n g e s t c h ild , S h e ila . 
V irg en e  w as a m em b er o l Mt. 
S ina i C h u rch  w here  she se rv ed  
as tre a su re r . She u sed  h e r  c a te r ­
ing  s k il ls  to  ra ise  fu n d s  fo r the 
v a rio u s  c h u rc h  a c tiv i tie s .

Virgene was a loving and posi­
tive person who enjoyed meeting

new people. Cooking, catering, and 
making people look “beautiful” were 
just a few of the many talents shared 
by Virgene. She also enjoyed creat­
ing and buying new and old items.

------------------------ - She laughed!! Her
warm and genu­
ine presence will 
surely be missed 
by the many lives 
she touched.

She le a v e s  
loving memories 
with three sons, 
Billy E. Ladd, Sr., 
Gary A. Ladd, Sr., 
Jam es L. Barber 
and one daughter 
Sheila J. Barber; 
three sisters; Pearl 
J . M c k e n z ie , 

D e lo re s  F ra n k lin  and  G lad in e  
Reynolds; twelve grandchildren; six 
great-grand children; and a host o f 
nieces, nephews, family members 
and friends.

M emorial Services for Virgene 
Barber was held at Mt. Sinai Church 
on Tuesday, November 9 ,1993. She 
was interned at W illam ette National 
Cemetery.

“Come to me all you uuho ore 
uucary and heavy laden and I 

give you rest."mi

9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Morning Worship 
7:30pm Tuesday Bible Study

and Prayer

In te r-rac ia l C ongrega tion Denise Bell
126 N€ Alberto Portland, OR 9721 1 (503) 288-5173

MT. OLIVET
BABTIST CI LURCH

Has moved Sunday services to

Family Life Center,
8725 N. Chautauqua Blvd.,
at Willis Blvd.

Worship Services 8:00am & 11:00am,
Church School 9:30 to 10:30 am,
Bible Study, Wednesdays, 116 NT. Schu) . : i & ‘ PIU
Radio Ministry each Sunday, 8:00am on KBMS

A Teaching Church With . I Reaching ' fim stry  
Dr. Jam es E. M artin, Senior casto r  

C h u rc h  O ff ic e  1 16 N E  S h u y le i S t • ( 503  ) 2 8 4 -  1954

Pre-Planning:
Peace of mind for the 

people you care about the most.
Prearranged funeral plans save your family a 
needless burden and can freeze costs at today s 
prices. Call today or return the coupon for more 
information on traditional, memorial, or cremation 
services. Of course, there is no
cost or obligation.

Caldwell’s Colonial Chapel
NE 14th & Sandy • 232-4111 
Pearson-Allen-Caldwell 
223 SE 122nd Ave. • 255-7811 

Worth Caldwell, Jr.

□  Yes, I w ou ld  like to schedule an appoin tm ent w ith 
y o u r p re-p lann ing  counselor.

Name---------------------- --------------------------------- —---- ■———

C H U R C H  OF C H R I S T
3 9 0 8  N E  M A L L O R Y  A V E N U E

Bible Study
9 :3 0  am
Morning Worship 
10:45 am
Men's Training Leadership

Women's Bible Class
5:00 pm
Evening Worship 6:00 pm

Wednesday prayer meeting 
and Bible study 
7:00 pm

288-1092
Restoring New Testament Christianity

az (z [Bra^tist c / z  LLZcIl 
103 NE Morris St., Portland, OR 97212

—  M i l

Sunday School - 9:30 am 
Sunday Morning Wor 
ship Service -11 :00 am 
Sunday School 
Teacher's Meeting Tues 
day - 6:30 pm 
Bible Study Wednesday 
6:00 pm
Prayer Meeting Wednes 
day - 7:00 pm I
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CHURCH PHONE NUMBER Dr Joe S Hardie’ Pastor 

287-7457
We Invite You To Come And Worship With Us,

The Church Where Everybody is Somebody And Christ 
Is All.

Vann (W ann -
F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R S

Family Owned and  Operated Since 1954 Serving  

the City o f Portlandfor over 3  7 years In your 

hour of need Vann 4  Vann are there to serve.

503/281-2836
5211 N. Williams Portland, OR 97217


