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T h i s  W a y  F o r  B l a c k  E m p o w e r m e n t
How The U.S. Undermined Democracy in Haiti

by Dr. Lenora F ilani
How The U.S. Undermined De­

mocracy In Haiti
The Governors’s Island agree­

m ent—which would have restored 
Haiti’s democratically elected presi­
dent, Jean Bertrand-Aristide, to power 
after over two years in exile-has ap­
parently collapsed. The anti-democ­
racy, anti-Aristide Lt. Col. Raoul 
Cedras and his followers in the Hai­
tian army and police have seen to that. 
But the U.S. government, which 
brokered the accord, bears consider­
able responsibility for the latest throt­
tling of Haitian democracy and the 
continued brutalization and starva­
tion of the Haitian people.

The U.S. State Department has 
never genuinely supported the de­
mocratization process in Haiti. It has 
manipulated that process for its own 
ends. And those manipulations have 
always yielded disastrous results for 
the Haitian people.

In the summer of 1990, as Haiti 
began preparation for the national

elections that would ultimately sweep 
Father Aristide into power, two lead­
ers of the fascist political m ilitia-the 
Tontons Macoute, which had policed 
and repressed Hain lor the Duvalier 
dynasty-surfaced. Roger Lalontant 
and Williams Regala returned to Haiti 
(after fleeing following the 1986over- 
throw of Duvalier) proclaiming their 
plans to participate in the elections, 
even though the new constitution 
strictly forbade any Duvalierists from 
running for or holding office.

The democracy forces inside Haiti 
loudly protested L afontant and 
Regala’s return, and called on the 
U.S .-backed transitional government 
of President Ertha Pascal-Trouillot to 
execute arrest warrants for both men 
and arrange for their deportation. In 
the United Stales, I was among a 
handful of leaders to support that fall 
and to demand that the State Depart­
ment pressure Pascal-Trouillot to act 
swiftly in the interests o f justice, de­
mocracy and public safety. The Bush 
administration refused.

At the same time, however, 
former President Jimmy Carter .un­
der the auspices of the Carter Center 
and the National Democratic Insti­
tute (ND1) was planning a fact-find­
ing trip to Haiti, to meet with the 
interim president and ostensibly to 
support the democratic process. Hai­
tian democracy leaders and 1 called 
on President Carter to make the arrest 
of Lafontant and Regala a condition 
of his trip. The NDI and the Carter 
Center declined, offering instead to 
have Carter address the issue at a 
press conference on his arrival. But 
soon, even that offer was withdrawn, 
on the grounds that raising the issue 
o f  the illegal presence o f  two 
Duvalierists was “premature.”

In spite of this outrageous lack of 
resolve by Democrats and Republi 
cans alike, the Haitian democracy 
movement proceeded with plans for 
the elections, although the originally 
scheduled date of November 4, 1990 
had to be postponed because of the 
deteriorating security situation inside

the country as the Macoutes became 
emboldened by the U .S. government’s 
refusal to stand up to them.

On December 16 elections were 
held and Father Aristide was elected 
with over 70% of the vote, roundly 
defeating the U.S.-backed candidate 
Marc Bazin. Immediately Aristide 
came under pressure to select a prime 
minister who would be “acceptable” 
to the U.S. government. But witli a 
near majority in the National Assem­
bly (1 had raised $20,000 to help pay 
for the registration fees of those can­
didates who ran with Aristide on the 
ticket of the National Front for De­
m ocracy and C hange--F N C D ) 
Aristide instead selected a close con­
fidante, Rene Preval, a choice I ap­
plauded.

But he Macoutes continued to 
operate lawlessly inside the country’, 
and competing political forces-som e 
on the left, some aligned with die U.S. 
and Bazin and some connect to the 
revenge-seeking Duvalierists-joined 
forces at various points to undermine

the power of the new Aristide govern­
ment. The office of prime minister 
became a political merry-go-round as 
the U.S. State Department attempted 
to impose its preferences on Aristide. 
The Haitian elite set about discredit­
ing Aristide as a “radical,” an old 
tune which was music to the White 
House’s cars.

It was no surprise, therefore, 
when on September 30, 1991, the 
Haitian military and police staged a 
coup and Aristide was forced to flee. 
Though overwhelmingly rejected by 
the majority of the Haitian people, the 
right wing forcibly regained control 
of the country.

Characteristically, the U.S. con­
tinued to vacillate as it had done prior 
to and after the election. After much 
foot-dragging, an embargo was im­
posed, which the Haitian generals 
and elite managed to circumvent for 
a long time.

Meanwhile, Bill Clinton cam­
paigned for the U.S. presidency on 
die promise of recognizing the politi­

cal status of Haitian refugees to the 
United Stales in the year that fol­
lowed the coup, a promise he broke a 
matter of hours after taking office. 
J ust as the embargo was beginning to 
take effect and Cedras was forced to 
the table at Governor’s Island, the 
U.S. lifted the embargo. The ren­
egade fascist government renewed its 
tcrrorcampaign, violated the termsof 
the agreement, and shrewdly capital­
ized on U.S. ambivalence about a 
military presence in Haiti to ensure 
Aristide’s return.

W hy is the duly elected p resi­
dent o f Haiti beginning his third 
year in exile? In larger part be­
cause the b ipartisan  U.S. policy 
o f refusing  to support the dem o­
cratic  forces at critical junctures 
gave the righ t wing the opening it 
needed to subvert the will of the 
people. No am ount of crocodile 
tears shed by Bill C linton, the 
U.S. C ongress and both m ajor 
po litica l parties  can cover that 
up.

Black Colleges Conference
Portland-area students have op­

portunities to learn about some 14 
colleges and universities at the 12th 
annual Black Colleges Conlerencc 
Saturday (Oct. 23) from 8am to 4pm 
at Portland State University’s Smith 
Memorial Center (724 S.W. Harrison 
St.)

The conference, entitled Black 
Colleges “Educate II Elevate”, pro­
vides scholarship and admission in­
formation about historically black 
colleges and universities.

Institutions such as Howard Uni­
versity, Fort Valley Slate, T uskeegee 
University, Grambling State and 
Florida A & M will be represented. 
The event also features workshops 
and speakers, including Self Enhance­
ment Inc. co-founder Ray Leary and 
Constance Rice, vice chancellor of 
institutional advancement of State 
Community College in Seattle.

The Black Colleges Committee 
sponsors the event annually to en

college and to help them make more 
informed choices about black col­
leges.

The Oregon Department of Edu­
cation, Black CollegesComm ittee and 
Portland Public Schools pro vide some 
scholarships for the conference fee 
for students with limited resources.

For more information, please 
contact Don Foreman, Black Col­
leges Committee, 255-2226 or Lew 
Frederick, director, Dcpt. of Public 
information, 331 3304.

United Way
of the Columbia-Willamette j

228-9131

courage students of color to attend

DRY CLEANING

O ld  Fashioned D ry  Cleaning

FREE PICK-UP & DELIVERY 
“Four Business Counts”

f t ®  i
¡:

25% Off 
All Dry Cleaning

DRAPES • WEDDING DRESSES • FINE CLOTHING
(503) 287-0008 5403 NE 42nd

With coupon • Not valid with other otters • Please present coupon with order •

Schmidt Named
Manager Of New 
Portland Payless

Drug Store
PayLess Drug Stores recently 

announced that Gregg Schmidt will 
be the manager of the company snew 
store located at 4346 Cully Blvd. in 
Portland.

“We’re pleased to have Gregg 
representing us in the Cully Boule­
vard store,” said Murray Todd, vice 
president of PayLess Drug stores 
Northern region. “He is very capable 
and personable. I’m confident he 11 
do an excellent job.

Joining Schmidt on the Portland 
store’s management team is Rich 
Clanton, who will be assistant man­
ager at the new store.

Grand opening ceremonies for 
the new store are scheduled for No­
vember 17 at 9am. In addition the 
new store will feature free samples 
and prize giveaways.

SE A SID E R  M O T E L

Who
Says
Our
Water
Is
Safe To ' 

Drink?

The State of Oregon 
I lealth Division and the 
United States 
Environmental Protection 
Agency, that’s who.

The) set the standards for 
drinking water. And if our water 
didn't meet their standards, 
you’d know about it. Your slate 
and federal regulators lake their 
job seriously.

So does the Portland Water 
Bureau. Qualified technicians at 
the City of Portland’s state- 
certified water quality 
laboratory test our water daily.
It is always equal to or better 
than all standards

Well, almost always. In the 
seventies, flooding in the 
watershed washed red clay into 
the reservoirs. I he resulting 
discoloration would have 
violated the turbidity standard* 
in place today. I he Water 
Bureau continued to improve 
flood control measures.
Modern technology isn’t always 
a match for Mother Nature, but 
the measures have been 
successful to date.

Out water quality had never 
violated health standards beforeSPECIAL WINTER RATES 2ND NIGHT 1/2 PRICE

The Promenade Restaurant across the street 
1/2 Block to the Beach/Some Ocean Views 

Microwave & Refrigerator 
Game Table/TV

110 N. 5th Street, Seaside, Oregon 
Sharon Rauwolf, Manager

Seaside (503)738-7764 Portland (503)242-1310

SUBSTANCE TAP WATER STANDARDS
Turbidity (cloudiness) 0.20 (NTU) 5.0 (NTU)
Arsenic undetectable 0.05
Barium 0.002 2.0
Cadmium undetectable 0.005
Chromium undetectable 0.1
Copper 0.005 1.3
Fluoride undetectable 4.0
Lead undetectable 0.015
Mercury undetectable 0.002
Nitrate Nitrogen 0.01 10.0
Nitrite Nitrogen undetectable 1.0
Seleniun: undetectable 0.05
Total Trihalomethancs 0.020 0.100

Ihe right column shims the public health standard tin concentrations o f pans per 
million, unless otherwise noted > Ihe center column shows lime our water compares 
less is better

and it hasn't since, l ake a look at 
this typical water quality analysis 
from August 1995.

Because our water is so free of 
contaminants, we can treat it 
simply with chlorine and 
ammonia -  chloramination -  to 
protect public health.

I lie Portland Water Bureau is 
proud of these consistently high 
results and our customers 
should be. too. Maintaining 
excellent water quality lakes 
professional skill. And il sure 
helps io start with our high- 
quality Bull Run water.

But sometimes good water and 
professional skills aren’t enough. 
During the summer of 1992. we 
were again vulnerable to a close 
encounter with silty water. This 
lime, thanks to the conservation 
efforts ol all our customers, our 
community continued to enjoy 
high quality water we've learned 
to take for granted.

Ihe chart shows how our water 
compared to state and federal 
health standards. We also test to 
standards for taste, odor and 
color. And we lest lor many more 
substances than we need to -  
because we think it makes sense. 
We expect more substances to be 
added to the required list in the 
next few years. The Portland 
Water Bureau will be ready.

This information brought to you 
by the City o f Portland. 
Hureau o f Water Works. 

Mike I indberg. Commissioner. 
Michael I Rosenberger. 

Administrator.

to r more information please write
Water Quality Information 

Portland W ater Bureau 
I 120 SW 5th. Room 600 

Portland. OR 97204


