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The “Cultification” Of America

Last week the Tre

isury Depart
ment came out with the first of a
number of reports which will be re
leased over the next few weeks exam
ining what went wrong at Waco

I'he 510-page reportis very criti

cal of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms (ATF). the law enforce
ment arm of the Treasury Depart-
ment, which planned and executed
the imtial raid on the Branch Davidian
community during which four ATI
agents and six Davidians were killed
T'he report concludes that ATF offi-
cials made serious “mistakes” durning
the Februarv 28 raid and then repeat

edlv lied to cover their tracks
But for all its criticisms, the re-
gets at the underlying as-

For

port never
sumptions behind the “mistakes
example, why did the ATF go after
the Branch Dawvidians in the first
place? Despite all the hype in the
media about the “illegal weapons”™
stockpiled at the Davidian settlement,
to this day there 1s no concrete evi-
dence that the group had unregistered
firearms (the ATF excuse for the raid)

Andeven if there were such weap-
ons, since when 1s possession of

unregistered guns a capital offense?

\s one¢ former ATF agent put it in the
Washington Times
were violations, and that's question-
ible, they involved registration prob-
lems--not real criminal acts.” If the
ATF behieved that David Koresh. the
group s leader, was breaking the law
it could have served him a warrant on
the streets of Waco, as local law en-
forcement officers had done--nonvio-
lently--on asimilar charge a few vears
carhier. (Bv the way, Koreshwas found
not

no need to Kick inthe doors with guns

guilty inthat case.) There was just

blasting
But the question most asked by
journalists 1s: why did the ATF go
ahead with the raid evenafter it learned
that 1t had lost the element of surprise
which it had considered essential for
a successful strike? According to the
report, ATF supervisors in Waco were
told by an undercover agent who fled
the compound the morning of Febru-
ary 28 that the Davidians knew the
raid was imminent. But the supervi-
sors went ahead anvwav--with the
predictable result of 10 dead and 36
wounded
Why? What could possibly jus-
this

tfy reckless endangerment of

‘Even if there

human hife? Neither the report nor
['reasury Department
statements provide acredible answer
Did the ATF go ahead with the raid
simply because 1t wanted to provoke
the Branch Davidians? Was the raid
deliberately designed to set up and
destrov a small religious group that
dared to strav too far from the main-

subsequent

stream’

'he FBI's final assault on April
19 ended in the deaths of nearly 90
people including 24 children

I'he message was clear: There is
very little room for dissent and differ-
ence in 1990’s America. God help
vou if the federal government decides
that vour religion 1s a “cult.”

I'he “cultification™ of dissent has
not simply impacted on non-main-
stream religions. The FBI, which has
been investigating me and the New
Alliance Party (on and off or continu-
ously since 1988). has labeled the
Black-led, multiracial electoral party
which I chair a“political cult organization.”

NAP has, over the last 14 vears,
received millions of votes (a signifi-
cant portion of them from Black vot-
ers) in local. state and federal elec-
tions, been the principal catalvst for

Remembering King

Rev. Billy

i,

Graham, Accompanied By Mrs. Coretta Scott King, laid

flowers and said a prayer at the tomb

of her far_e husband, Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., on the grounds of the Martin Luther King, Jr., Center
for !‘_u'onwo.'enr Social Change. “First and foremost, Rev. King was a preacher of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ,” Mr. Graham said. “He was a great reformer whose sermons changed the world--we haven't had

another man like that in this century.

The _fac.' that he came from the Church gives credence to people like me who preach the Gospel, “he
(_:onrmued. “Icanuse the great work he did for the advancement of the Kingdom of God." The evangelist was
in Atlanta to accept an invitation from local churches to hold his third crusade there in October. 1994

Invitation To Groundbreaking For Walnut Park Precinct At North Killingsworth
And Martin Luther King Jr. Bivd.

The regular meeting of the Chief’s Forum for 9 1o 11 a.m. Monday, Oct. 25, has been canceled so members mas
attend the groundbreaking of the Walnut Park Precinct at North Killingsworth and Martin Luther King Jr

Boulevard at 10 a.m. Monday, Oct. 25, at the Walnut Park Precinct.
The regular meeting schedule will resume on Monday, Nov. 8.
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the introduction of legislation for
democratic reform of the electoral
process and galvanized voter partici-
pation in the Black community and
other communities of color through-
out the country. But to the FBI, the
New Alliance Party is a “political cult
organization

I and other leaders of NAP have
filed a lawsuit against the FBI de-
manding that it drop its use of a
plainly pejorative--and increasingly
deadly--code word to describe the
independent party. The suit challenges
the Bureau’s use of the word “cult” to
justify investigative activities, the use
of force, criminal prosecution or gov-
ernmental regulation. Once we ac-
cept the use of the “cult” label to
demonize a group of people and sus-
pend their Constitutional rights, the
basic freedoms of all Americans are
in danger

Harlem Congressman Charles
Rangel and California Congressman
Don Edwards have spoken about the
FBI's investigation and harassment
of the New Alliance Party. We all
need to speak out against the
“cultification” of American religion
and politics '

Earlier
arkness
Calls For
Greater
Pedestrian
Safety

The switch to Standard Time on the
nightof Oct. 31--Halloween--1sa good
time to switch to reflective tape on
clothing and equipment, the doctors of
the Oregon Optometric Association
suggest.

()I‘Inrn'ctriu research shows that
reflective tape is more visible to driv-
ers--evendrunk drivers--thanany other
material orcolor, including white. The
greater visibility means drivers have
more time to avoid pedestrians in the
road.

The carly darkness resulting from
Standard Time means parents should
add reflective material to their
children’sbackpacks, bike fendersand
coats. Likewise, joggers and
dogwalkers need to put reflective ma-
terial on their clothing.

A common comment from drivers
who hit pedestrians at night is. “I
didn’t see anyone.” Drivers can help
themsclves by turning on headlights at
the first sign of dusk. That is the most
difficult time of day to see clearly,
according to optometrists.

A study by the Federal Highway
Administration shows thatdrivers need
10 seconds at 30 mph to detect a prob-
lem, decide to take action and com-
plete an avoidance mancuver.

Reflective tape may be found at
safety supply stores, craft stores and
fabric stores. Because most reflective
maltcrial is permanent, be sure it is in
the desired location before it is placed.

Oregon Bankers Excel At

Three Oregon bankers tied for
first-place honoss in the 1993 gradu-
ating class of Pacific Coast Banking
School (PCBS) to win the prestigious
Kermit O. Hanson Award for Excel-
lence. Marilyn Converse, Vice Presi-
dent and Credit Manager, U.S. Bank;
Mark E. Landsem, Vice President/
Collateral Loan Officer, Western
Bank; and Wesley W. Lawrence, Vice
President, Key Bank of Oregon,
earned the highest scores among the
147 senior bank managers who gradu-
ated from the school this fall.

To win, the three bankers
achieved almost perfect scores on a
series of written assignments on bank
management-related topics and a re-
search report on a topic of importance
to the financial-services industry.
PCBS classes and writtenassignments
cover arange of topics from the finan-

This Way For Black Empowerment Bt il ey ey

cial management of a bank’s assets
and liabilities to the leadership of
human resources

Pacific Coast Banking School is
known throughout the financial-ser-
vices industry for providing the high-
est quality executive education. More
than 300 presidents and chief execu-
tive officers of banks in the Western
United States are PCBS graduates.

The school, a unique product of
the industry, was created in 1938 and
hasbeen governed throughout its his-
tory by representatives of the indus-
try. Current members of the school’s
Board of Directors include Frank
Brawner, President, Oregon Bankers
Association; A H. Towsey, Executive
Vice President of First Interstate
Bank of Oregon; and Roger
Shields, President/CEO, of Bank
of the Cascades.

Westside Light Rail Nets Another
$97 Million For 1994

Hatfield secures funding in joint committee

A joint House-Senate conference
committee has approved $97 million
for Westside Light Rail in fiscal 1994,
Senator Mark Hatfield announced.

The amount for Portland is the
second highest allotted for light rail
projects in the country. Only Los
Angeles received a higher amount for
light rail in 1994,

Hatfield, a member of the confer-
ence committee considering the
Transportation Appropriations bill
and ranking member of the Senate
Appropriations Committee, was able
to increase the amount allotted by the
House from $70 million to $97 mil-
lion. The Senate version of the bill
included $99 million. Hatficld said
anvthing less than $97 million as a
final amount would have required the
Tri-Metropolitan Transportation Dis-
trict to borrow money in the current
fiscal year.

Work has already begun on the
new 12-mile light rail line that will
run fromdowntown Portland to down-
town Hillsboro. Crews are working
on the main tunnel under Portland’s

Private

West Hills. The project is expected to
generate over 3,000 jobs and will be
completed in 1998,

“This is great news for Portland,
Beaverton, Hillsboro, and the entire
Portland Metropolitan region”,
Hatfield said. *'We went into the con-
ference committee with a $29 million
difference and came out with a num-
ber that keeps the project on track
This project continues to be one of my
highest priorities and [ intend to see
that it is adequately funded.”

Tri-Met officials said they were
elated at the news.

“This is a stunning victory
for Oregon and for Senator
Hatfield,” said Tom Walsh, Tri-
Met general manager, “We are
thrilled with this tremendous ac-
complishment. Senator Hatfield
deserves our thanks and our ad-
miration for this success. Con-
gresswoman Furse also deserves
credit for her role in pushing for
this funding. She’s made this her
top legislative priority and worked
tirelessly on our behalf.”

School

Private school in your area that
strives to promote excellence by ad-
dressing the needs of the whole be-
ing, 1.e. socially, emotionally, spiri-
tually, and academically. We spe-
cialize in counseling as well as aca-
demics, and in matching the
student’s learning style to the
teacher’s teaching style. We believe
in creating an environment of lov-
ing, caring, and understanding as a
foundational basis for promoting
positive self-concept.

The Judah Education Center lo-
cated at 5632 NE 30th Ave. Port-

land, OR, 97211, admits students of
any race, color, national and ethnic
origin to all rights, privileges, pro-
grams, and activities generally ac-
corded or made available to students
atthe school. It does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national,
and ethnic origin in administration of
its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarship and loan pro-
grams, and athletic and other school-
administered programs,

For more information please
call: (503) 281-2793 and ask for
Dr. Williams or Hutton,

Tuned Engines Mean Cleaner Air Says Lung Association

The American Lung Association
1s teaching motorist responsible be-
havior during the nationwide obser-
vation of National Car Month in Oc¢-
tober, driving home the message that
properly maintained carscandecrease
air pollution, improve lung health,
increase gas mileage and save the car
OWNEr money

“Motor vehicle exhaust is com-
prised of many dangerous pollutants
that contribute to lung disease, in-
cluding carbon monoxide, hydrocar-

bons and nitrogen oxides,” warns

Alfred, Munze, M.D. president of the
American Lung Association. “These
harmful auto exhaust emissions can
cause headaches, chest pains and
drowsiness. When they interactin the
atmosphere, these cmissions can also
burden healthy lungs, making it to
difficult to breathe.”

According to the Lung Associa-
tion, motor \Chlk‘lk‘ Cmissions arc re-
sponsible for nearly 40% of the air
pollution in the United States. Many
auto service centers have exhaust
analyzers that make emission testing

quick, casy and inexpensive. “Emis-
siontesting should be a regular part of
all auto repair checks,” says Dr.
Munzer. (Editors Note: Apparently,
they haven’t checked with or heard of
Oregon)

IT JusT KEEPS ON
HELPING

['nit(’d ""'ra}" of the
Columbia-Willamette 228-9131

Lexus Luxury Cars To Move
Through The Port Of Portland

I'he Port of Portland will be a
new port of entry for Lexus, Toyota’s
luxury division, beginning October
23, according to George Borst, Lexus
group vice president and general
manager

_-\pl\:n\un.rtkl_\ 10,000 to 15,000
Lexus cars a vear will be distributed
by rail from Toyota’s 100-acre auto
facility at the Port of Portland’s Ter-
minal 4 to 13 Midwest states

Portland hasbeen a major port of
entry for Tovota since the mid-1960s
loyota has a long-term auto lcase
with the Port extending into the next
century

T'ovota presently distributes about

100,000 cars a vear from Portland 1o

30 states

Lexus port of entries have been
Long Beach, Calif, and Newark, N
J. Francois Elmaleh, Port automotive
division manager, said Lexus chose
Portland to serve its central region
because of the careful auto handling
and efTicient transportation infrastruc-
ture experienced by Toyota over many
years .

“I am delighted,” said Port ex-
ecutive director Mike Thorne, “to sec
that our continuing commitment to
customer satisfaction and to the de-
livery of a quality product has led 1o
an expanded relationship with one of
our valued customers, Toyota Motor
Co. In adding the Lexus line 1o our

operation, we know that by focusing
on the customer and their needs, we
provide service, quality and efficiency
that achieves the goals of customer
satisfaction.”

Lexus models that will move
through Portland include the LS 400,
GS 300, ES 200 and the SC 300 and
SC 400 sport coupes

I'he Port of Portland moved into
fourth place among the largest auto
portsinthe US. for 1992 according to
the Journal of Commerce PIERS (Port
Import/Export Reporting Service)

During 1992, the Port of Port-
land handled 274,119 import/export
automobiles for Toyota and other car
makers
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