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Portland 'Dreamers’ To Attend Whitman College In July

Laurie Adams, a Whitman student, helps an "I Have A Dream" 
student, with a papiermache monster in art class

Whitman student Laurie Adams in art class

Laurie Adams, Whitman student assists in art class

Monny Hawkins (left), a Whitman student, and Melanie Ramsey, a 
Portland teacher, in science class

Whitman student Dan Nguyen-Tan discusses an art project with "I 
Have A Dream" students

Whitman student Monny Hawkins helps with a science experiment

W ith  he lp  fro m  the M e ye r M e ­
m o ria l T ru s t and one o f  the leading 
lib e ra l arts colleges in the N o rth ­
w est, 50  m idd le  school students 
fro m  no rth  P o rtland  w i l l  get a head 
start th is  sum m er in  fu lf i l l in g  the ir 
dreams o f  someday go ing  aw ay to  
college.

The Meyer M em oria l Trust o f 
Portland recently awarded a $ 120,000 
grant to W hitm an College fo r a two- 
year p ilo t project designed to provide 
an on-campus summer educational 
experience fo r students enrolled in 
the Portland " I  Have A  D ream " 
(IH A D ) program

Representatives o f W hitm an and 
the IH A D  Foundation in  Portland 
announced the ir new partnership 
Monday, M ay 31, at the start o f an 
orientation meeting fo r partic ipating 
students and th e ir fa m ilie s  The 
evening meeting took place in the 
cafeteria o f  Jefferson H igh School 
Portland

F ifty  students from  six Portland 
schools w i l l  spend from one week to 
three weeks on the W hitm an campus 
in July. Students w i l l  live in  cam;pus 
residence halls, take classes in lan­
guage arts, science, mathematics and 
fine arts, and participate in a variety 
o f fie ld trips and recreational experi­
ences

W hitm an faculty members and 
teachers from  the Portland public 
schools w ill teach the classes, and 
W hitm an students w i l l  serv e as coun­
selors in the residence halls. A t least 
two IH A D  classroom coordinators 
plan toaccompany the ir Portland stu­
dents to W hitm an

O ffic ia ls  at both W h itm an  and 
P o rtla n d 's  IH A D  Foundation arc 
hope fu l the p ilo t p ro ject w il l  de­
ve lop  in to  an ongo ing , long-te rm  
pa rtnersh ip , and tha t the sum m er 
res identia l p rog ram  w il l  eventu­
a lly  serve as a model fo r s im ila r 
co lla b o ra tive  e ffo rts  between c o l­
leges and IH  A  D  fou ndat ions aron ltd 
d ie  country

G loria  Cost neli, a program o ff i­
cer fo r Meyer M em oria l Trust in Port­
land. said the new partnerships is 
attractive because it takesa long-term

Phil Hopson, an "I Have A Dream" classroom 
coordinator, helps one of his students in art class

Whitman professor David May helps in science 
class

Language arts class

approach to im pacting the lives o f 
children in positive ways, and be­
cause the partners are h igh ly com m it­
ted to the project and highly qualified 
to run it.

“ I th ink  what interests us about 
the program is that it is a collabora­
tive effort between the IH A D  pro­
gram and sponsors, a public school 
sy stem, and a v ery fine private ins ti­
tution Gostncll said We arc very 
happy to sec the number o f private 
institu tions,' that are developing a 
stake in and com m itm ent to the edu­
cation o f low-incom e m inority stu­
dents."

David E. M axw ell, an active pro­
ponent o f m u lticu ltu ra l campus d i­
versity during  his four years as presi­
dent o f W hitm an, said the college 
community is enthused about its new 
partnership w ith  Portland's IH A D  
Foundation, an organization dedi­
cated to encouraging and supporting 
y oung. economically -disadv autaged 
m inority students in their pursuit o f

higher education
“ When 1 firs t came to W hitm an,

wc looked at ways o f im proving  the 
college's position on issues o f  m inor­
ity enrollm ent, and wc recognized 
very early that it d id n 't make much 
sense for us to compete w ith  every 
other college and university in the 
country that is try ing  to attract stu­
dents o f co lor," M axw ell said

W e looked at long-te rm  needs 
o f  society and the long-te rm  goals 
o f th c  college, and it was very clear 
the real issue was deve lop ing  p ro ­
duc tive  and crea tive  approaches to 
en la rg ing  the re lativ ely sm all num ­
ber o f  m ino rity  students w ho con­
tinue in to  h igher education . W ith in  
that context, w c v iew ed the “ I Have 
A  D ream ' p rog ram  in P ortland as 
speaking d irectly  to  the issue as we 
phrased it. and we began to  look fo r 
way s in vv Inch w c cou ld  add d im en­
sions o f  experience and expertise 
to  the ir cITorts and increase the 
chances fo r success am ong the ir

students.”
Brian Gabbard, associate d irec­

tor o f admission at W hitm an and the 
project coordinator, describes the sum­
mer program as one o f emotional and 
academic enrichment for the students 
"M any o f these young people w ill be 
first-generation college students, and 
we want them tobccom c fam ilia r and 
c o m fo rta b le  w ith  a co lle g e  
setting. "Gabbard said “ We want to 
b ring  down the psychological ba rri­
ers. and w hile  that is very important, 
we also want th is to be a rigorous 
academic program. We want Io help 
develop their intellectual curiosity and 
aspirations as w ell as the ir con fi­
dence in their ability to satisfy those 
aspirations."

Encouraged by several o f its Port- 
land-area a lum ni. W hitm an began 
w orking w ith Portland s IH A D  Foun­
dation two y ears ago on possible part­
nership programs As the planning 
effort became more focused. 25 middle 
school students from Portland spent a

weekend on the W hitm an campus 
last summer Some o f those students 
w il l  return to W hitm an this summer

“  A  number o f the students who 
came last summer sent wonderful 
thank you notes," M axw ell said "The 
most consistent theme was ‘ I ' l l  be 
back ' Many o f them said. ‘ We had a 
w o n d e r fu l t im e  , i t  was ve ry  
in te re s tin g  vvc re a lly  like d  the 
people and vvc can’ t w ait to come 
back

“ Phil H opson.one o fth c  IH A D  
pro jec t coo rd ina to rs , to ld  me his 
students ask h im  every day about 
c o m in g  b a c k  to  W h i tm a n , ”  
G abbard  said “ Every day f l ic  
interest created from  that one w eek­
end was phenom enal.”

T h is  sum m er, app rox im a te ly  
h a lf  o f  the 50 students com ing to  
W h itm a n  arc fin ish in g  the s ix th  
grade T hey w il l  spend one week. 
Ju ly  5 -11 , on cam pus. The other 
h a lf  is com p le ting  the seventh grade 
and w il l  stay on cam ps fo r three
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weeks, July 12 th ro u g h  A u g . l .  
M ost o f th c  p a rtic ip a tin g  students 
arc from  T ubm an  M id d le  School 
S tudents a lso  arc co m in g  fro m  
W h ita k e r  M id d le  S c h o o l and  
Fcrnvvood M id d le  School, am ong 
others

Eugene M  Lang, founder and 
president o f  the na tiona l IH A D  
Foundation, v is ited  P o rtland 's  p ro ­
gram  last y ear and serv ed recently 
as c o m m e n ce m e n t s p e a ke r at 
W h itm a n 's  M ay 23 g ra d u a tio n  
cerem onies

I ang received an honorary doc­
to r  o l hum ane letters degree du ring  
W h itm a n 's  com m encem ent ce r­
emonies In add ition , re tired  P o rt­
land school superintendent M a t­
thew Prophet, w ho  serves as hon­
orary chairm an o f  P ortland 's  IH A D  
Foundation, received an honorary 
d o c to r o f  education degree, as d id  
Janine Pease-W indy B oy. fo u n d ­
ing president o f  L itt le  B ig  H orn  
C ollege


