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Rev. Jesse Jackson, B il l  Cosby 
and Loyal T V  Fans M ob ilize  to Save 
Realistic Television Portrayal o f  Fam­
i ly  L ife  in Harlem.

Thanks to a coa lition o f ded i­
cated indiv iduals and organizations, 
“ W here I L ive ”  w il l  return fo r a sec­
ond season this Fa ll on Saturdays 
(8:30 PM  ET/PT) on ABC . A  cam­
paign conducted by television v iew ­
ers, worried that "W here I L iv e " w ould 
not return fo r another season, jam m ed 
phone lines and fax machines at the 
network. The outcry came from  a 
national grassroots e ffo rt to save from  
cancellation the only positive por­
trayal o f an A frican-Am erican fa m ily  
on network television.

A t a tim e when the te levision 
industry faces increased pub lic  pres­

sure to “ clean up”  its prim e-tim e pro­
gram ming, networks m ight now take 
a closer look at content and see be­
yond the ratings before deciding the 
fate o f T V  shows. W ith  the threat o f 
cancellation by the network hovering 
over, television viewers inciliesacross 
the country successfully mobilized to 
keep “ Where I L ive ”  on the air.

From Los Angeles to Philadel­
phia to New Y ork, youth centers and 
co m m u n ity  based o rgan iza tions  
qu ick ly  took action, asking the te levi­
sion audience to w rite , ca ll or fax the 
A B C  network showing their support 
fo r the show.

Even nationally respected orga­
nizations, like  the Urban League, the 
B lack Filmmakers Foundation and 
the National B lack Media C oalition,

added their voices by w riting  letters 
on behalf o f “ Where I L ive .”

W hy all the fuss? Viewers de­
manded that “ Where 1 L ive ”  was not 
just any television show. I t  was a 
positive, authentic reflection o f da ily 
life  in the inner c ity . “ Where I L iv e ”  
portrayed realistic people-people who 
work every day and spend time w ith 
their fam ilies.

Dr. James Comer, ch ild  psychia­
tris t w ith  the C h ild  Study Center at 
Yale University, said, “ We are very 
pleased to view a television program 
that presents positive images and va l­
ues which are important fo r a ll young 
people...and because your characters 
are A frican-Am erican, youchallenge 
and weaken negative stereotypes w ith - 
outpreaching.” M ulti-aw ard-w inning

actor and entertainer B il l Cosby, who 
has spoken out against the shameful; 
portrayal o l A lrican-A m ericans on 
television, said in a press in terview , 
“ I love the show.”

C om m unity leaders stated that it  
was refreshing to see images o f an 
African Am erican fam ily  and its as­
sociates who embody the panorama 
o f the Black experience. Others stated 
that the series was a true-to-life  re­
flection o f this com m unity which is 
rarely seen on te levis ion—a television 
show about the B lack com m unity 
w ithout drugs, sensationalized m ur­
ders or gang fights.

In Washington DC, where Con­
gress and legislative o ffic ia ls  are voic­
ing concent about the harm ful effects 
o f some television programming, an

endorsement came from  Am erica’ s 
Congressional B lack Caucus and the 
D istric t o f Colum bia’s Shadow Sena­
tor Rev. Jesse Jackson.

Once the word was out that 
“ Where I L ive ”  may not return, some 
m em bers o f  the cast w ere 
unexpectantly pressed into service. 
Veteran stage and television actor 
Sullivan W alker, who portrays the 
hard w orking father, James St. M ar­
tin  in “ Where I L ive ,”  was shooting a 
feature fdm  out o f  the country. He 
returned to receive invitations to speak 
at churches, on urban radio stations 
and national T V  shows, in response 
to the overwhelming outcry by fans.

Bom in Trinidad, W alker’s many 
fans in New Y o rk ’s large West Indian 
comm unity also jo ined the campaign

by getting the word out through sto­
ries in  local Caribbean-based news­
letters and m onthly magazines.

Actor/Com edian Doug E. Doug, 
who plays the qu irky, o ff-beat son in 
the series, was in great demand fo r 
interviews on national radio shows 
and in newspapers. H is teenage fans 
stood on street comers and parking 
lots at sports events, and in a matter of 
a few days, handed out over 20,000 
flyers asking fo r support to save the 

series.
T o  m any, te le v is io n  is a fo rm  

o f  e n te rta in m e n t-a  w a y  to  escape 
and re lax  a fte r a lo n g  day. B u t to  
the fans o f  “ W here  I L iv e ,”  i t  was 
m uch  m ore, and thanks to  th e ir 
o u tc ry , the series is back  fo r  an­
o ther season.
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The Middle East Peace Accord
A fter decades o f intense confl ict, 

there stood Y as ir Arafat, Chairm an 
o f the Palestinians. L iberation Orga­
nization (PLO ), and Y itzhak Rabin, 
Prime M in is te r o f Israel on the W hite 
House lawn fo r a ceremony to con­
summate the firs t peace accord be­
tween the Israelis and Palestinians. 
As the thousands o f guests assembled 
on the W hite House lawn looked on 
the b ig  question was, would these two 
leaders be able to manage a hand­
shake to seal the agreement. The sus­
pense was ended when chairm an 
A rafa t extended his hand to Prime 
M in is te r Rabin and M r. Rabin re­
sponded in  kind. On this historic day 
the w orld  watched as two people who 
have been at war w ith  each other o f 
regeneration seemed to be m oving 
cautiouslv toward reconciliation. But 
w il l  th is agreement mark the begin­
n ing  o f a ju s t and lasting peace?

There was considerable senti­
ment among the Israelis that the Pal­
estinian people could never be trusted 
to co-exist w ith  Israel in  peace under 

the leadership o f the PLO. Am ong the 
Palestinians and the Arab w orld  in  
general many people expressed the 
view  that the agreement was a sell­
out. The PLO was asked to recognize 
Israel and renounce the use o f  terror-

nize the P LO  and o ffe r at least 
lim ite d  se lf-ru le  as a means o f  b o l­
s te ring  and le g it im iz in g  a fa lte r in g  
A ra fa t and the P LO .

In  e ffec t the P LO  has been pu t 
on p roba tion . N o w  instead o f  Is ­
rae li so ld ie rs fa c in g  P a lestin ian  
m ilita n ts  in  the Gaza S trip  and in 
Jencho, the P LO  w il l  be expected 
to  po lice  and d isc ip lin e  these forces 

thereby sparing  the Israe lis fu rth e r 
casualties. G iven  the deep ideo­
log ica l differences between the P LO

can prove tha t it  can conta in  the 
Palestinians m ilitan ts  and persuade 
them  to  behave in a m anner w h ich  
is acceptable, w ith  “ good behav­
io r ”  lim ite d  se lf-ru le  w il l  be e x ­
tended to  the rest o f  the W est Bank
A nd  perhaps some fo rm  o f  Pales­
tin ia n  State in  confedera tion  w ith  
Jordan w il l  be possib le in  the fu ­
tu re  under the rig h t circum stances.

The P LO  is reduced to  hop ing  
tha t the west w i l l  respond w ith  the 
m assive econom ic and fin a n c ia l

aide that w i l l  be required to  induce 
good behav io r on the pa rt o f  a 
Palestin ian popu la tion  w h ich  has 
been ravished and im poverished by 
years o f  b ru ta l occupation . I t  re­
mains to  be seen w hether the P LO  
w il l  su rv ive  th is period  o f  p roba ­
tion  and w hether the cerem ony the 
w o rld  witnessed on the W h ite  House 
law n w il l  translate in to  a ju s t and 

lasting  peace.

It Just Keeps 
On H elping
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ism in  exchange fo r w h ich  Israel 
agreed to recognize the PLO as the 
legitim ate representative o f the Pal­
estinian people and grant lim ited  
Palestinian autonom y/self rule over 
the Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town o f Jericho. M ost observers feel 
that Israel d id  indeed get the best end 
o f  the deal. Thomas Friedman in  a 
special to the New Y o rk  Times de­
scribed the P LO ’s recognition o f Is­
rael in  the fo llow ing  terms: “ M r. 
A ra fa t’ s letter to M r. Rabin is not 
sim ply a statement o f recognition. It 
is a letter o f surrender, a typewritten 
w hite flag, in  w hich the P.L.O. cha ir­
man renounces every poetical posi­
tion  that he held on Israel since the 
P P O. ‘ s foundation in  1964.’

I n reality the agreement reflected 
the pragmatism and self-interest o f 
Yasir A rafat and the PLO and Y itzhak 
“ Rabin and his Labor Government. 
The PLO which negotiated this agree 
ment is but a pale shadow o f the PLO 
that the w orld  knew p rio r to the Is­
raeli invasion o f Lebanon in  1982 
Forced to w ithdraw  from  Lebanon as 
a principa l base o f operations and 
scatter its  forces th roughou t the 
M idd le  East, the PLO w ith  the en­
couragement and sponsorship o f Syria 
and Iran has also taken its tool. As a 
result, in  the occupied territories, revo­
lutionary m uslim  groups like  Hamas 
have emerged to seriously challenge 
the hegemony o f the PLO particu larly 
among the thousands o f young Pales­
tin ians who form  the backbone o f  the 
Palestinian upris ing know n as the 
Intifada. F ina lly , Y as ir A ra fa t’s em­
brace o f Saddam Hussien during  the 
G u lf W ar cost the support o f  the o il 
rich  conservative G u lf States w hich 
had provided much o f the financial 
backing fo r the PLO over the years.

O n the Israe li side, i t  was a 
g ro w in g  fe a r o f  re v o lu t io n a ry  

m u s lim  organ iza tions like  Hamas 
and the increased casualties being 
in flic te d  on the Is rae li a rm y and 
c iv i l ia n  p o p u la t io n  due to  the 
In t ifa d a  and b o ld e r and bo lder 
s trikes in to  Israe li te r r ito ry  that 
d rove p rim e  M in is te r R ab in  and 
his La b o r G overnm ent to  the nego­
tia tin g  table. F rom  R a b in ’ s per­
spective, a weakened P L O  w ith  a 
leadership hung ry  to  salvage itse lf, 
represented a po ten tia l b u ffe r, an 
acceptable a lte rna tive  to  the m ore 
rad ica l and m ilita n t forces ga in ing  
ascendancy am ong the Palestin ian 
masses. The P LO  was the lesser 
e v il Hence the necessity to  rccog-
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Govemment waste...a bad problem that just keeps getting worse. Every year we pay more in taxes and every year 
more of our hard earned money goes down the drain. Instead of paying for better schools for our kids, it pays for 
government perks. Instead of paying for safer, drug free streets, it pays for even more layers of government bureaucracy.

Now. the new federal budget raises some taxes retroactively, but delays most spending cuts until 1997. This is the final 
outrage. It’s time for the American people to put their collective feet down and demand that the wasteful spending stop...

before the government asks for one single dollar more in new taxes.
On September 22. the President introduced a plan requiring hundreds ot billions ot dollars in new spending and taxes 

to reform the health care system. Some of the new taxes he has proposed are on everything from employees, small 

businesses and employee benefits, to consumer products such as alcohol and tobacco.
If you and your neighbors call your representatives and tell them to cut spending before raising taxes, we can stop it. 

To find out how to contact your elected representatives, call toll free 1 - 800-576-9922 today.

Enough Is Enough.
Call 1-800-576-9922

A mericans For Tax R eform

| 3OI Connecticut Avenue. N W Suite 444 Washington. DC. 20036
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