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Senate Approves 
Oregon, NW Projects

The US Senate has passed a spend­
ing bill for the Department of the Interior 
that includes funding for watershed and 
ecosystem restoration, community assis­
tance, old growth diversification projects, 
and dozens of other forest-related pro­
grams in the Pacific Northwest.

See related  story on Page A 7

On S ite Recycling  
Program For 
Apartm ents

Since 1989 the city has set up over 
750 multifamily sites with recycling sys­
tems, serving more than sixty percent o f 
the multifamily units in Portland.

See related  story on Page A 3

New Tax Bill Gives 
Im m ediate Refunds To 

Some Taxpayers
About 30.000 self employed Orego­

nians may be able to claim a larger 1992 
deduction for health insurance premi­
ums. To qualify, they must have a net 
profit from self-employment or receive 
wages from an S corporation nursing 
home.

See related story on Page A S

Residents’ Rights 
W eek

Rights Week provides an opportu­
nity to educate every one about the ways 
nursing residents can be assured that 
their rights will not be denied simply 
because they reside in long term care 
facilities.

See related  story on Page B 2

Signing O f Interim  
Peace Treaty

The Oregon Interreligious Commit­
tee for Peace in the Middle East have 
stood together for three basic principles:
1) safe and secure borders for Israel, 2) 
the need for an independent Palestinian 
state and 3) an international peace con­
ference.

See related  story on Page A 7

Youth Suicide Reaches  
Record Levels In 

Oregon
While most attem pts o f suicide 

among Oregon minors were by girls, 
most of the deaths were of boys. Family 
discord, an argument with a boyfriend or 
girlfriend and school problems were the 
most frequently cited reasons for suicide 
attempts.

Sec related  story on Page B 2

Kaiser Permanente Respones
Although President Bill Clinton's health 

care proposal won’t be announced to Con­
gress until Sept 22, key portions of the plan 
have become available early. The ability of 
the President’s plan to control national health 
care spending in the long run depends on the 
effectiveness of managed care organizations 
and HMOs like Kaiser Permanente. The 
nation’s largest HMO, Kaiser Permanente 
has delivered quality health care to millions of 
Americans for decades, demonstrating that 
many key characteristics o f the Clinton plan 
can work in well-managed, highly integrated 
programs.

Kaiser Permanente believes Clinton’s 
plan shows merit and many parts deserve 
support, including:

• Universal access to health care cover­
age. Kaiser Permanente has long supported 
all Americans h a ting  the security that comes 
with access to health coverage.

• Elimination of pre-existing condition 
clauses. Kaiser Permanente has consistently 
called for eliminating the practice of denying 
coverage for pre-existing health problems.

• An emphasis on preventive health care. 
Covering more people for preventive care is 
essential if  the nation’s health is to be im­
proved. Kaiser Permanente members have 
long enjoyed full coverage for preventive 
care, such as immunizations, mammograms 
and well-baby checkups.

• Healthy alliances as purchasing agents 
for individuals and small groups. Pooling 
individuals and small groups should help 
make health coverage more affordable. These 
alliances should, however, first sen e  the in­
terest o f those with the fewest health plan 
choices, the highest administrative costs, and 
the highest proportion o f uninsured—small-to 
mid-sized employer groups, individuals, and

Loaned Executives Raise Money For United Way
Sixty-five people have volunteered this 

fall to  help keep U nited W ay o f  the C olum ­
bia-W illam ette 's  fund-raising costs to  a  
minimum. For the next three m onths, they 
will function as loaned executives, w ork­
ing full tim e to  raise m oney for the local 
United W ay while the ir em ployers con­
tinue to  pay  their salaries and  expenses

Loaned executives help com panies run 
fund-raising cam paigns. They provide em ­
ployees w ith inform ation about agency 
program s and service supported  by  United 
W ay. Loaned executives share details about 
hum an service needs in this com m unity 
and schedule speakers from  agencies who 
ta lk  about how  these needs are being met

The following volunteers from  the A f­

Oregon Environm entalists Confront Wyden
With Unified Opposition to NAFTA
Leaders of Oregon's environmental com­

munity today expressed their unanimous op­
position to the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA)and criticized Rep. Ron 
Wyden for claiming that the controversial 
accord will help the environment.

The Oregon Fair Trade Coalition (OFTC) 
released a letter signed by over thirty Oregon 
environmental groups which details N AFT A ’ s 
environmental threats. The letter charges that 
NAFTA “puts the interests o f multinational 
corporations above those of people, local and 
state governments, and the democratic pro­
cess by which protection of the environment 
and human health can be achieved.”

Environm ental leaders charged that 
NAFTA will threaten environmental quality' 
and wildlife, undermine food safety', and re­
move natural resources from local control. 
The accord, they said, will also weaken land­
mark legislation which protects consumers 
and the environment.

OFTC spokesman Randy Tucker said

T o  P re s id e n t C lin to n ’s P ro p o s e d  H e a lth  P la n

Immunizations, like that being given 4-month-old Marcus Banyan in a Kaiser Permanente medical office in north Portland, 
have long been a hallmark of health maintenance organizations such as Kaiser Permanente. Under President Bill Clinton’s 
proposed health plan, immunizations and other preventive care services would receive more emphasis. (Photo credit: Carole 
Archer)
part-time employees.

• Community rating Kaiser Permanente
uses community rating and believes it is the 
best way to ensure that all people hav e afford­
able health coverage. Community rating re­
quires health plans to compete on the basis of 
cost and quality, not by avoiding covering

r ic a n  A m e r ic a n  
com m unity are now 
serving as loaned 
executives:

K ellie  R obin­
son, Sisters ofProvi- 
dence Health System 

Gene William­
son, Tri-Met

In re tu rn  fo r 
their com m itm ent, 
c o m p a n ie s  w h o  
lo a n  p e o p le  to  
U n ited  W ay  g e t 
e m p lo y e e s  w h o

Gene Williamson, 
Tri-Met

Kellie Robinson, 
Sisters of 
Providence Health 
System

have received training and gained experi­
ence in tim e m anagem ent, public speak-

that Wyden has violated a commitment he 
made to oppose NAFTA if the recently-com­
pleted side agreement did not guarantee ad­
equate protection of the environment and 
citizens rights. Tucker noted that the “mean­
ingless” side agreements had completely failed 
to addressenvironmentalist’ concerns or even 
W yden's own stated reservations. Standing 
before a banner that read “Ron Wyden Phone 
Home.” Tucker said that “not a single local 
e n v iro n m e n ta l o rg a n iz a tio n  supports 
NAFTA,” and called on Wyden to heed the 
concerns of environmentalists in his own 
state

Nina. Bell, executive director of North­
west Environmental Advocates said that the 
side agreement merely paid lip service to 
environmental concerns She stated that to 
embrace the overw helmi ngly weak so-called 
solutions embodied in NAFTA and its side 
agreements is to take a giant step backwards. 
Lip service does not protect the environment 
o f people, only politicians.”

Pamela Peck, environmental achócate

people with poor health risks
• Creation of consumer “report cards”

evaluati ng the performance ofdifferent health 
plans. Back in January, Kaiser Permanente 
w as one of the signers of a letter from major 
national employers and health plans to Presi­
dent Clinton which proposed the “report card’’

ing, and  goal-set­
ting skills.

“ Loaned ex­
ecutives raise 65 
p e rc e n t  o f  th e  
money collected by 
U nited W ay. W e 
c a n 't  thank these 
in d iv id u a ls  a n d  
com panies enough 
for their generosity 
and com m itm ent,’’ 
sa id  1993 C am ­
p a ig n  C h a irm a n

Benjamin W hiteley, chairm an o f  the board 
and C EO  o f  S tandard  Insurance Com ­
pany. “The money we save through the

for the Oregon State Public Interest Research 
Group (OSPIRG) said that NAFT A threatens 
O regon’s recycling laws, which are the 
nation’s strongest. Peck noted that U.S news­
papers recycled content standards have al­
ready been challenged under theU.S.-Canada 
free trade agreement and “NAFTA will open 
the floodgates to further challenges of this 
ty p e”

Mazza emphasized that “NAFTA is a 
w atershed issue for environmentalists, union­
ists, peace and justice advocates, and the 
many other concerned citizens w ho have joined 
grassroots efforts across this country'. If Ron 
Wyden or any other elected official chooses 
not to hear the voice of their constituents 
today, they w ill without doubt-hear the voice 
of voters in the polling booth in 1994.”

The following are some of the problems 
with NAFTA which we believe must be ad­
dressed:

1) State and local laws impacting trade 
that enact stricter environmental standards 
than international dispute resolution stan-

concept. Kaiser Permanente is also partici­
pating in the development and refinement of 
a system for measuring quality and access, 
including patient satisfaction. The system is 
called the Health Plan employer Data and

Continued on page A7

efforts o f  the loaned executives goes di­
rectly to  people in the com m unity who 
need assistance "  —- —

In addition to  loaned executives, an ­
other A frican Am erican individual is vol­
unteering for this year’s United W ay cam ­
paign M ancin Boyd, U.S. Bank, is serv­
ing as an account executive who works 
with specific organizations/com panies to 
develop and improve employ ee campaigns.

Through the use o f  volunteers, United 
W ay’s fund-raising and overhead costs 
are kept to  15 percent. Thus, 85 cents for 
each donated dollar goes back into the 
community through more than 180 agency 
p ro g ra m s  th a t  re c e iv e  U n ited  W ay  
funds.

dards could be challenged as illegal trade 
barriers If held to violate the NAFTA the 
U.S. would be required to eliminate such 
laws. States and localities would have no 
standing under NAFTA Chapter 20 to defend 
these challenged laws. We don 't believe that 
the federal government can be relied upon to 
adequately defend our interests in such dis­
putes.

2) State and local government laws and 
policies designed to create “green markets” 
for recycled materials, energy conservation 
technologies, and other environmentally de­
sirable products and services could be subject 
to challenge in front o f a trade tribunal 
Recycling, waste reduction, and energy con­
servation goals will be much more difficult to 
meet

3) The energy provisions of NAFTA 
protect subsidies for oil and gas. but do not 
afford comparable treatment to renewable 
energy sources or energy conserv ation. Our

Continued on page A7

Editorial General News Sports Entertainm ent

A Further A le rt On Health Care  
And Insurance

Legal Aid Series 19: Getting  
Rental Repairs

Drag Racing Blossom In Paris

...Funding will be providedfrom a mix 
o f  general fu n d  dollars and an increase 
in the state cigarette tax.

Page A2

This isn t very common, but i f  forced to 
move, you may get money from  the city 
fo r  moving costs.

Page A3

Phil says he needs to have some big time 
sponsors fo r  his drag racing, so that he 
can add to his already many number o f  
trophies. Page B3

Although the trip to France was not what 
she expected - Blossom still manages to 
resolve a number o f  personal issues.

Page B4
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