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Many of the vets lacked the proper identification to apply 
for jobs, or needed legal assistance to clear up certain 
matters before they could assimilate back into society. Celebrate 
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Volunteer Electricians Stand Down To Assist 600 Homeless Vets

Mark McMurtrey, employment specialist with the Disabled Veterans Outreach Program, looks on as IBEW Local 48 electrician Jake Harding 
installs wiring for Portland Stand Down 1993, an event that provides services for homeless vets.

E lec tric ians  fro m  the In te rna- w ir in g  fo r  the T h ird  A n n u a l P o rt- a t W est D e lta  Park, across from  
tio n a l B ro th e rh o o d  o f  E lec trica l land S tand D o w n , a three-day event the P o rtland  In te rna tiona l Race- 
W orke rs  ( IB E W ). Lo ca l 48, v o l-  fo r  homeless veterans, w h ich  to o k  w a y  in  N o rth  Portland, 
unteered th e ir tim e  to  in s ta ll the p lace A u g u s t 2 7 th  th rough  the 29 F o r the th ird  consecutive year,
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Today’s youth are often c r it i

cized fo r being selfish and uncaring. 
However, th is is certain ly not the case 
w ith  Brent Law rence, a sophomore at 
Parkrose H igh School, who is also 
enro lled  in  The Private Indus try  
Council ’ s Summer T ra in ing and Edu
cation Program (STEP).

In a unique partnership between 
the East Portland D is tric t C oa lition  
o f Neighborhoods and The Private 
Industry C ounc il’s STEP Program, 
Lawrence, age 16, has spent his sum
mer organizing a Back to School Play 
Day for elementary school ch ild ren  at 
M i l l  Park Elementary School. The 
(went is taking place on Saturday, 
Sept. 11, 1993. from  10am to 1pm.

“ W hen The P rivate Indus try  
Council orig ina lly  approached us w ith  
the possibility o f developing a w ork 
experience site fo r a youth th is sum
mer, we felt th is would bean excellent 
opportunity to devote some resources 
to g iv ing  ch ildren a fun and u p lifting  
activity to look forward on the ir re
turn to school, and Brent has proven 
tobe an invaluable asset to the project,’’ 
said Shelley Wade, O ffice Manager 
fo r the East Portland D is tric t C oali
tion  o f Neighborhoods.

Meg K ilm e r, Lawrence’s Youth 
Advocate at The Private Industry 
Council, added “ We developed this 
site so Brent would have an opportu
nity to try something different than 
clerical-ty pe work In putting together 
Back To School Play Day. Brent has 
had to u tilize  organizational skills, 
and the project has called on his abil- 

to show leadership among his
One o f his cha’ lenges Brent
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Teenaged Student Spends Summer 
Organizing Back To School Play Day

faced was find ing  other teens and 
adults who would be w illin g  to volun
teer tim e supervising activities for 
children. By tak ing  on the role o f a 

leader among his peers, Brent has 
been able to recru it a number o f other 
teens as volunteers fo r th is project In  
addition, he has worked w ith  Shelley 
Wade at the East Portland D is tric t 
C oalition o f Neighborhoods to orga
nize a number o f  donations in  food 
and prizes fo r the event.”

LawTence h im se lf is very excited 
about Back to School Play Day. “ 1 
w ill be a great tim e fo r kids. There’ l l  
be k ick  ball, tug-o-war. ju m p  rope, 
obstacle courses, carnival games, a 
bean bag toss, races, a free throw  
contest and draw ings I ’ m hoping 
Play Day provides a safe and fun way 
fo r  k id s  to  spend a d a y ,”  said 
Lawrence.

Children who are enrolled in  M ill  
Park Elementary School and in ter
ested i n part icipati ng in  Back to School 
Play Day must contact M il l  Park E l
ementary School o r the East Portland 

D is tric t C oa lition  o f Neighborhoods 
at 1917 S.E. 122nd. Portland. OR 
97233 and return a partic ipation 
waiver by September 9th. Adults and 
teens interested in  volunteering to 
supervise activ ities may also contact 
the East Portland D is tric t Coalition 
o f Neighborhoods at 256-0014 for 
more in form ation.

The Private Industry Council is a 
p riva te , n o n -p ro f it o rgan iza tion  
whose m ission is to promote in d i
vidual self-sufficiency and a skilled 
workforce by e lim ina ting  barriers to

productive employment.
The East Portland D is tric t Coali

tion  is a non-profit coalition o f  neigh
borhood associations and community 
groups east o f  1-205 and w ith in  the 
Portland C ity  lim its . It assists organi
zations and indiv iduals w ith  citizen 
partic ipation and community crime 
prevention efforts.
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Low - Cost Tax 
School Offered

Jackson H ew itt Tax Service w ill 
o ffer its basic tax course beginning in  
September Offered as a low-cost a l
ternative to high-priced schools, tu
ition  and supplies fo r the class w il l  be 

159.00.
A p ril Gutierrez. General M an

ager Jackson Hew it t  Tax Service said 
“ O ur primary goal is to offer a low
cost school to the public w hich w ill 
enable people to learn the necessary 
requirements to be e lig ib le  to become 
a licensed tax preparer under Oregon

law H igh tu ition  costs in  Oregon 
have made other tax schools proh ib i
tive ly  expensive to many people.”

Jackson Hewitt Tax Service is 
the nation 's second largest income 
tax preparation company w ith  over 
700 offices coast-to-coast. In addition 
to the low-cost tax school, the com
pany also offers free tax return check
ing  and audit assistance These ser
vices are available to ev cry one even i f  
Jackson Hewitt d id not prepare their 
tax return

Loca l 48 has provided a ll the labor, 
supp lies , equ ipm ent, and w o rk  
crews fo r  the vo lunteer p ro ject 
F ribe rg  E lec tric  C om pany p ro -
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Beautiful sunny weather brought thousands o f people to downtown Portland for the largest Urban Arts 
Festival of the year, Artquake 1993. Leticia Maldonado and her daughter Una Merced, Tony Stringer 
and his nephew Bobby Jones work on an art project. photo by veronica Green

vided a ll p ro je c t coo rd ina tion  and 
superv is ion .

These e lec trica l services in 
c luded perim ete r and inside lig h t
ing  fo r  the  48 tents, as w e ll as 
w ir in g  and hook-ups fo r  com pu t
ers, fa x  m achines, cop iers, and 
modems w h ich  were used to  help 
homeless vets access m edica l and 
denta l care, substance abuse reha
b ilita t io n , counseling, legal assis
tance, and  jo b  p lacem ent. The  
p ro jec t was even equipped w ith  an 
on-s ite  cou rtroom  and judge.

The event o ffe red  support ser
vices fro m  m any areas inc lu d in g  
the E m p loym en t D iv is io n , V e te r
ans A ssoc ia tion , H ous ing  &  C om 
m u n ity  Services D epartm ent, and 
S oc ia l S e cu rity  A d m in is tra tio n , 
am ong others. T h is  yea r’ s event 
assisted app rox im a te ly  600 people; 
last year 550  veterans attended.

“ W e w an t to  con tribu te  ou r 
tim e  and e ffo rts  to  help these ve ter
ans w ho  fough t fo r  o u r country', 
and now  d o n ’ t  have a p lace to  sleep 
o r eat,”  stated G ary Price, th ird - 
generation ow ner o f  F ribe rg  E lec
tr ic , and a tw ice-decora ted  V ie t
nam  veteran. P rice w as assisted b y  
F r ib e rg  p ro je c t s u p e rv iso r J im  
Johansen, a lso a V ie tnam  Veteran 
d isab led d u rin g  the w a r, and the 
D ire c to r o f  E le c trica l O perations 
fo r  the Homeless Veterans A sso
c ia tion .

The tw o  men have been co o r
d in a ting  a ll the e lectrica l w o rk  fo r 
the event since its inception  three 
years ago. G a ry  P rice  also served 
on the o r ig in a tin g  com m ittee w ith  
veterans w ho  began th is  program .

“ W e usua lly  need about 250 
m anhours to  in s ta ll the w ir in g  tha t 
p rov ides a ll the pow er to  the tent 
c ity ,”  said Steve Johnston, on-site 
p ro ject m anager fo r  F ribe rg  E lec
tr ic , w ho  has con tribu ted  m any 
hours o f  h is  personal tim e  over the 
past three years. H e and his crew

w orked  fo u r days in s ta llin g  w ir in g  
on e le c trica l poles donated and 
p lanted b y  P ortland  General E lec
tr ic . “ O u r vo lun teer crew  hooked 
up a ll the services, ran the w ir in g  to  
the poles, and b u ilt the service loads 
th a t d is tribu ted  pow er to  the d if fe r 
ent tents.”

“ M a n y  o f  the vets lacked the 
p rope r id e n tifica tio n  to  a p p ly  fo r  
jo b s , o r  needed legal assistance to  
c lca r up certa in  m atters before they 
cou ld  assim ila te  back in to  soc i
e ty ,”  said M a rk  M c M u rtre y , S tand 
D ow n  coo rd ina to r and em ploym ent 
specia lis t w ith  the D isab led  V e te r
ans O utreach P rogram , p a rt o f  the 
Oregon E m ploym ent D epartm ent. 
“ Stand D o w n  o ffe red  a ll these sup
p o rt services, as w e ll as a barber 
shop, c lo th in g  center, and food and 
shelter fo r  the weekend.”

IB E W  Lo ca l 48 p rov ided  th is  
vo lun teer la b o r in  coopera tion  w ith  
the N a tio n a l E le c trica l C on trac
to rs  A ssoc ia tion  (N E C  A )  and the 
M e tro  E le c trica l T ra in in g  T ru s t. 
Stated Jerry B ruce, d ispatcher fo r  
Loca l 48 , “ W e  feel very good about 
he lp ing  coord inate preparations fo r 
th is  w o rth w h ile  event. M a n y  o f  ou r 
e lectric ians are veterans, and they 
w an t to  do som ething to  help other 
veterans.”

A dded  M c M u r tre y , “ These 
vo lunteers recognize the p lig h t o f  
homeless people w ho  served th e ir 
coun try  and now  need o u r he lp  to  
im prove  themselves. S tand D ow n  
brings in  necessary resources tha t 
these vets may o ther w ise be un
able to  access. The event its e lf  is 
dependent upon o u r a b ili ty  to  ac
cess e lectron ic  records and in fo r 
m ation  fo r  these vets, and to  p ro 
v ide  them  w ith  a safe and secure 
environm ent fo r  a few  days. W e 
co u ldn ’ t  accom plish  any o f  th is  
w ith o u t the help o f  these vo lun teer 
e lectric ians and the associations 
tha t support them .”
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